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Abstract 

The paper investigates the imperative construction in Bodo language, it’s a Tibeto-Burman 

language primarily spoken in Northeast India. The imperative mood is a fundamental 

grammatical feature used to express direct commands, requests, or prohibitions. This analysis 

aims to provide a detailed structural and functional analysis of Bodo imperatives, focusing on 

their morphosyntax, subject realization, and the role of pragmatic context in their usage. The 

study reveals that Bodo uses various strategies for imperative formation, including verb suffixes, 

positive and negative commands, and inclusive imperatives by interjection. It also explores how 

person and number influence these forms, suggesting a rich and sensitive system influenced by 

social dynamics. The study analyzes imperative constructions in Bodo and cognate languages, 

focusing on affirmative and negative imperatives. It reveals shared linguistic ancestry and 

language-specific innovations in the imperative mood. The findings contribute to comparative 

Tibeto-Burman linguistics and the theory of imperative clauses, providing valuable data. 

Keywords: The Language, Basic Characteristics, Imperative Constructions, Directives,    

         Prohibitive and Interjectional Imperatives. 

1. Introduction: 
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This study focuses on the imperative construction in the Bodo language, a significant member of 

the Bodo-Garo subgroup of the Tibeto-Burman branch of the Sino-Tibetan language family. 

Bodo is an officially recognized language of India, primarily spoken in Assam as well as some 

adjacent parts of Assam i.e. Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya, West Bengal, some parts 

of Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. Crucially, the Bodo-Garo languages, which include other 

significant speech communities like Dimasa, Garo, Rabha, and Kokborok, share a common 

linguistic ancestry. A comparative investigation of their grammatical features, particularly the 

imperative, is thus essential for reconstructing features of the ancestral language and charting 

their subsequent divergent development. 

The Bodo people are officially recognized as a Scheduled Tribe in the state of Assam, India. 

They are primarily concentrated in the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR) in Assam. The areas 

are administered by the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) under the Sixth Schedule of the 

Indian Constitution. 

The aims of the paper are to investigate the imperative construction of the Bodo language. It will 

describe the various forms and usages of the imperative and prohibitive constructions. It will try 

to identify the morphological markers of imperative mood in Bodo, focusing on both affirmative 

and prohibitive suffixes. It will analyze the structural patterns of direct commands versus polite 

requests and determine the syntactic rules governing their formation. It will be examined the role 

of sociolinguistics in Bodo imperatives. 

1.1. Basic Characteristics of the Language 

Bodo is an agglutinative language; it has prefixing and suffixing system. Most of the 

grammatical morphemes are one by one suffixed to the base to form meaningful words in the 

sentences. Bodo has three kinds of major word formation processes i.e. affixation, compounding 

and reduplication processes. The language has case marking system; all the case markers are 

suffixed to the nominal words to form a sentence. Syntactically, the basic word order of the 

language is SOV type. It’s a verb-final language. Bodo uses numeral classifiers and these are the 

prefix forms in the language.  

2. Data Methodology 
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The data of this paper are collected from the native speakers in standard variety of the Bodo 

language during the author’s Ph.D. research from 2010 to 2016 and now, recently cross checked 

it. The data are collected from both male and female informants in different age groups. The 

author being a native speaker of the language, it becomes easy to collect data in the language. All 

the data again and again cross verified.  

3. Imperative Construction of the Language  

According to Crystal (1980) “An imperative usage refers to verb forms or sentence/clause types 

typically used in the expression of commands.” In linguistics, the imperative is a 

fundamental grammatical mood and directive mechanism used to express commands, requests, 

warnings, and prohibitions. By directing a listener to perform or refrain from a specific action, it 

serves as a core element of discourse that reflects a speaker's socio-pragmatic intentions.  

In Bodo, the imperative is characterized as both a morphological and syntactic process. Bodo 

utilizes three highly productive morphological markers to form imperatives i.e. the /-dɯ/, /-do/ 

suffixes and the /da-/ prefix. Syntactically, the bare verb or derived verb can also be used to form 

direct command of the language. Based on these markers and their functional roles, imperative 

constructions in the Bodo Language are generally divided into three types: 

 

 

 

 

Directive imperatives can be categorized in direct imperative, neutral or polite imperative, 

immediate imperative, causative imperative, definitive and emphatic imperatives. Prohibitive can 

be categorized direct prohibitive, emphatic prohibitive, direct confirmative prohibitive and 

neutral or polite confirmative prohibitive. There are two interjectional forms of words in Bodo 

i.e. /thɯu/ ‘let’s go’ and /no/ ‘here, take it’ which function as an inclusive imperative and a 

presentative interjection, respectively. They are discussed below in details.  

Directive Prohibitive Interjection 

Imperative 
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3.1. Direct Imperative 

In Bodo, the direct imperative or direct command is a syntactic form indicated by the use of the 

bare verb stem. While many grammatical moods in Bodo are morphosyntactic (formed by adding 

specific suffixes to a verb root), the direct command is unique because it is indicated by the bare 

verb stem alone, without any imperative markers. 

When speaking to close friends, family members, or those who are younger or junior to them, 

direct commands are utilized in social situations. 

Consider the following examples:  

(1a) phɯi !  ‘Come! (Direct command for closed friend or younger person) 

 

(1b) bejao  phɯi  

 here  come 

 ‘Come here!’ (Direct command) 

 

(1c) bejao  danɯ  phɯi  

 here  now  come 

 ‘Come here right now!’ (Direct command) 

 

(2a) za !  ‘Eat! (Direct command for closed friend or younger person)!’ 

 

(2b) ɯƞkham-khɯu  za  

 rice-ACC  eat 

 ‘Eat the rice!’ (Direct command) 

 

 

(2c) thab-thab  za  

 immediate-RED eat 

 ‘Eat immediately! / Eat quickly!’ (Direct command)  

 

http://www.languageinindia.com/


================================================================== 

Language in India www.languageinindia.comISSN 1930-2940 Vol. 26:2 February 2026 

Dr. Daimalu Brahma, M.A, NET, Ph.D. 

Imperative Construction in Bodo: A Morphosyntactic Study 117 

(2d) ɯƞkham-khɯu  thab-thab  za  

 rice-ACC  immediate-RED eat 

 ‘Eat the rice immediately/quickly!’ (Direct command)  

 

(3a)  mao!  ‘do/work!’   (Direct command) 

 

(3b) khamani-khɯu   mao 

 work-ACC  do 

 ‘Do the work!’ (Direct command) 

 

(3c) ցɯkhrɯi-ցɯkhrɯi mao 

 quick-RED  do 

 ‘Do (the work) fast!’  (Direct command) 

 

(3d) khamani-khɯu   ցɯkhrɯi-ցɯkhrɯi mao 

 work-ACC  quick-RED  do 

 ‘Do the work fast!/ Do the work quickly!’  (Direct command) 

 

(4a) lɯƞ !  ‘drink !’ (Direct command) 

 

(4b) saha-khɯu lasɯi-lasɯi  lɯƞ 

 tea-ACC slow-RED  drink 

 ‘Drink the tea slowly!’  (Direct command) 

 (4c) saha-khɯu lasɯi-jɯi  lɯƞ 

 tea-ACC slow-ADV  drink 

 ‘Drink the tea slowly!’  (Direct command) 

3.2. Neutral or Polite Imperative 
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Morphologically, Bodo has neutral or polite imperative marker i.e. /-dɯ/ which suffixes to the 

main verb or bare verb stem to do imperative construction in the language like in Kokborok /-di/ 

(Debbarma 2014). The polite imperative suffix /-dɯ/ is most commonly used in Bodo language.  

Consider the following examples:  

Direct Command Neutral Command or Polite Request 

(5a) za!  ‘Eat!’ (6a) za-dɯ   ‘Please eat!’  

eat-IMP 

(b) thaƞ!  ‘Go!’  (b) thaƞ-dɯ  ‘Please go!’ 

 go-IMP 

(c) lɯƞ!  ‘Drink!’ 

 

(c) lɯƞ-dɯ  ‘Please drink’  

drink-IMP 

(d) hom!  ‘Catch!’ 

 

(d) hom-dɯ  ‘Please Catch!’  

catch-IMP 

Table No. 1 

(7a) आदा! साहाया  लोोंदो! 

ada  saha-ja  lwƞ-dɯ 

(elder)brother tea-NOM drink-IMP 

‘Brother! Please have the tea!’ / (Elder brother! Please drink the tea!)  

(7b) आब, नोोंसोर  थाोंग्रोदो! 

 abo    nɯƞ-sɯr  thaƞ-ցrɯ-dɯ 

(elder)sister you-PL  go-advance-IMP 

 ‘Sister, please (you) go on ahead!’ / ‘Elder sister! Please you go on ahead!’  

(7c) आइयै! ओोंखाम  सोंदो! आों  उखैबाय। 

 aijɯi  ɯƞkham  soƞ-dɯ aƞ ukhɯi-bai 

 Mommy rice  cook-IMP 1SG hungry-PRF  

‘Mommy! Please cook the rice! I am hungry.’  

 

(7d) ओोंखामखौ  जादो! 

ɯŋkham-khɯu  za-dɯ 
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 rice-ACC  eat-IMP 

‘Please eat the rice!’ 

 

(7e) ओोंख्रिखौ  रानदो! 

ɯŋkhri-khɯu  ran-dɯ 

 curry-ACC  distribute-IMP 

 ‘Please serve the curry! / Please distribute the curry!’ 

In Bodo, the distinction between a direct command and a polite request is defined by both the 

linguistic structure and the social hierarchy of the speakers. Direct command is mostly used to 

command a younger or junior person. In contrast, the polite command (or polite request) is a 

morphosyntactic form used to show respect or maintain formal social boundaries; Bodo requires 

the addition of imperative suffix /-dɯ/ to the verb root. This form is essential when speaking to 

elderly persons or superiors, strangers or in a formal environment.  

3.3. Immediate Imperative 

An immediate imperative or command is a directive issued to express an action that must be 

performed instantaneously. It is characterized by its temporal directness and urgency. In Bodo, 

this is a distinct morphosyntactic category where the suffix /-do/ is attached to the verb stem. 

Examples are given below- 

(8a) thaƞ-do   ‘Go now!’  

 go-IMM.IMP 

 

(8b) phɯi-do  ‘Come now!’ or ‘Come immediately!’  

 come- IMM.IMP 

(8c) za-do   ‘Eat now!’ 

 eat- IMM.IMP 

 

Difference Between /-dɯ/ and /-do/  
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In Bodo, the polite imperative marker /-dɯ/ and the immediate imperative marker /-do/ are both 

common, yet they are distinguished by their temporal constraints and pragmatic force. The suffix 

/-dɯ/ is used for neutral or polite imperative construction and is not restricted by a specific time 

frame; it can comfortably refer to actions happening now or in the future. In contrast, the suffix  

/-do/ is a morphosyntactic form used for immediate imperative constructions. It is strictly time-

bound, requiring the action to be performed instantaneously or within a very short period. 

Because of this urgency, it is grammatically incompatible with future temporal adverbs.   

Consider the following examples: 

Polite Imperative Immediate Imperative 

(9a) thaƞ-dɯ  

 go-IMP 

 ‘Please go!’ 

(10a) thaƞ-do   

 go-IMM.IMP 

 ‘Go now!’ 

(9b) danɯ    thaƞ-dɯ 

 now  go-IMP 

 ‘Please go now!’ 

(10b) danɯ    thaƞ-do 

 now  go-IMM.IMP 

 ‘Go right now!’ 

(9c) ցabɯn   thaƞ-dɯ 

 tomorrow go-IMP 

 ‘Please go tomorrow!’ 

(10c) *ցabɯn   thaƞ-do 

 tomorrow go-IMM.IMP 

 ‘Ungrammatical’ 

(9d) dahai   thaƞ-dɯ 

 after sometime  go-IMP 

 ‘Please go after sometime!’ 

 

(10d) *dahai   thaƞ-do 

 after sometime  go-IMP 

 ‘Ungrammatical’ 

 

(9e) soƞphɯr  thaƞ-dɯ 

 day after tomorrow go-IMP 

 ‘Please go day-after-tomorrow!’ 

 

(10e) *soƞphɯr  thaƞ-do 

 day after tomorrow go-IMP 

 ‘Ungrammatical’ 

 

Table No. 2 

In the above examples (10c), (10d) and (10e) are the ungrammatical sentences in Bodo language, 

because the suffix /-do/ is grammatically incompatible with future temporal adverbs.  
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3.4. Causative Command 

A causative command is a directive in which a speaker instructs one individual to cause another 

individual to carry out an activity. A causative command includes a third person, as opposed to a 

straight forward command like /undu/ ‘sleep!’ that is given directly to you. In Bodo, causative 

command is formed by adding causative suffix /-hɯ/. These are discussed bellow with the help 

of examples.  

 

3.4.1. Direct Causative Command 

Causative verbs in Bodo function as direct command when the causative stem (verb + /-hɯ/) is 

used alone. This syntactic form is appropriate for addressing juniors or people with whom the 

speakers shares a close relationship.    

(11a) bi-khɯu ɯƞkham za-hɯ    

3SG-ACC rice  eat-CAUS 

‘Let him eat rice!’  

 

(11b)  bi-khɯu thaƞ-hɯ    

3SG-ACC go-CAUS 

‘Let him go!’  

 

(11c) bi-sɯr-khɯu bol  ցele-hɯ    

3SG-PL-ACC football play-CAUS 

‘Let them play football!’  

3.4.2. Polite Causative Command 

The polite causative command is a morphosyntactic form in Bodo used to request that someone 

cause an action to happen. It combines the causative marker with a polite imperative suffix to 

show respect to the listener. It is used when asking an elderly person or a superior or formal 

acquaintance to perform a causative action. Consider the following examples:   

(12a) bi-sɯr-khɯu  ɯƞkham za-hɯ-dɯ    

http://www.languageinindia.com/


================================================================== 

Language in India www.languageinindia.comISSN 1930-2940 Vol. 26:2 February 2026 

Dr. Daimalu Brahma, M.A, NET, Ph.D. 

Imperative Construction in Bodo: A Morphosyntactic Study 122 

3SG-PL-ACC  rice  eat-CAUS-IMP 

‘Please, let them eat rice!’/ ‘Please allow them to eat rice!’ 

 

(12b)  bi-khɯu thaƞ-hɯ-dɯ    

3SG-ACC go-CAUS-IMP 

‘Please, let him go!’  

 

(12c) bi-sɯr-khɯu bol  ցele-hɯ-dɯ    

3SG-PL-ACC football play-CAUS-IMP 

‘Please, let them play football!’  

3.5. Definitive or Confirmative Imperative 

Bodo has a definitive morpheme i.e. /de/, which is attached to the verb base to form the 

confirmative or definitive command, for examples (13a) to (13d). This definitive morpheme /de/ 

can be added to the verb base by preceding the polite imperative marker /-dɯ/ shown in the 

examples (14a) to (14d). The morpheme /de/ is used sometime as an interjectional form shown in 

the examples (15a) and (15b).  

3.5.1. Direct Definitive or Confirmative Command: 

(13a) za-de   ‘Do eat!’ (Direct and Confirmative Command) 

 eat-DEF 

 

(13b) ɯƞkham-khɯu  za-de 

 rice-ACC  eat-DEF 

 ‘Do eat the rice!’ (Direct and Confirmative Command) 

(13c) phɯi-de  ‘Do come!’ (Direct and Confirmative Command) 

 Come-DEF 

(13d) zɯƞ-ni  no-wao phɯi-de    ‘ 

 2SG-GEN house-LOC Come-DEF 

 ‘Do come to our home!’ (Direct and Confirmative Command) 
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3.5.2. Polite Definitive Command or Request: 

(14a) undu-dɯ-de  ‘Do sleep, please!’ (Polite Definitive Command) 

 sleep-IMP-DEF 

 

(14b) mao-dɯ-de  ‘Do work, please!’ (Polite Definitive Command) 

 work-IMP-DEF 

 

(14c) ɯƞkham-khɯu  za-dɯ-de 

 rice-ACC  eat-IMP-DEF 

 ‘Do eat the rice, please!’ (Polite Definitive Command) 

 

(14d) zɯƞ-ni  no-wao phɯi-dɯ-de     

 2SG-GEN house-LOC Come-IMP-DEF 

 ‘Do come to our home, please!’ (Polite Definitive Command) 

(15a) दे!  फैदोदे। 

de phɯi-dɯ-de 

 def come-imp-def 

 ‘Ok! Do come, please!’  

 

(15b) दे! आों  थाोंनोसै। 

de aƞ thaƞ-nɯsɯi 

DEF 1SG go-IMM.FUT 

‘Ok! I am going (sure).’ 

3.5.3. Definitive Causative Command 

The definitive causative command is used when a speaker issues a confirmed, conclusive order 

for an action to be caused or permitted. It is denoted by the causative verb by addition of the 

definitive morpheme /de/.  
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(16a) bi-nɯ  za-hɯ-de 

 3SG-DAT eat-CAUS-DEF 

 ‘Do let him eat!’  

 

(16b) bi-nɯ  khamani-khɯu  mao-hɯ-de 

 3SG-DAT work(N)-ACC  work(V)-CAUS-DEF 

 ‘Do let him work!’  

 

(16c) bi-nɯ  ցaikher-khɯu  lɯƞ-hɯ-de 

 3SG-DAT milk-ACC  drink-CAUS-DEF 

 ‘Do let him drink the milk!’  

3.5.4. Polite Definitive Causative Command 

In Bodo, the polite definitive causative command is a morphosyntactic form used when a speaker 

wants to issue a firm, conclusive, yet respectful order for an action to be caused. It combines the 

causative suffix, polite imperative suffix and the definitive morpheme /de/.  

(17a) bi-nɯ  za-hɯ-dɯ-de 

 3SG-DAT eat-CAUS-IMP-DEF 

 ‘Please, do let him eat!’  

 

(17b) bi-nɯ  khamani-khɯu  mao-hɯ-dɯ-de 

 3SG-DAT work(N)-ACC  work(V)-CAUS-IMP-DEF 

 ‘Please, do let him work!’  

 

(17c) bi-nɯ  ցaikher-khɯu  lɯƞ-hɯ-dɯ-de 

 3SG-DAT milk-ACC  drink-CAUS-IMP-DEF 

 ‘Please, do let him drink the milk!’  

 

3.6. Emphatic Imperative 
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An emphatic imperative is a grammatical construction used to add force, urgency, or special 

importance to a command. In Bodo, the emphatic imperative is formed through the complete 

reduplication of the bare verb stem or derived verb. This morphological process is used to 

highlight the speaker’s insistence and to intensify the imperative force of the command. They are 

discussed below-  

3.6.1. Direct Emphatic Imperative 

Direct emphatic commands are used with close friends or juniors by reduplicating the bare verb 

stems. Consider the following examples: 

 (18a) जा-जा!  लाख्रज  नाङा। 

za-za  lazi  naƞ-a 

 eat-RED shy (V)  need-NEG 

 ‘Eat! Don’t feel shy. / Eat! No need to be shy.’ (Direct Emphatic Command (to juniors))  

 

(18b) जा-जा!  रावखौबो  नेनाङा। 

za-za  raokhɯubɯ  ne-naƞ-a 

 eat-RED anybody  wait-need-NEG 

 ‘Eat! (You) don’t need to wait for anybody. /  Eat! No need to wait for anyone’ 

 

(18c) जा-जा!  थाइजौवा  गोदैसो। 

 za-za  thaizɯu-wa  ցɯdɯi-sɯ 

 eat-RED mango-NOM  sweet-UNP 

 ‘Eat! The mango is sweet.’ (Suddenly, command to someone for eating mango) 

 

(18d) थाों-थाों!  गाररया  दानो   बारगलाोंगोनसो। 

 thaƞ-thaƞ ցari-ja  danɯ  barցolaƞ-ցɯn-sɯ 

 go-RED  train-NOM now  leave away-FUT-UNP 

 ‘Go! The train is leaving (away) right now.’(Direct Emphatic Command (to juniors)) 
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(18e) लोों-लोों!  साहाया  गोथावथार। 

 lɯƞ-lɯƞ saha-ja  ցɯthao-thar 

 drink-RED tea-NOM tasty-SUP 

 ‘Drink up! The tea is very tasty.’ / ‘Drink up! The tea is most tasty.’ 

 

(18f) माव-माव!  खामाख्रनया  थाब-थाब  जोबनायख्रन। 

 mao-mao khamani-ja  thab-thab   zɯb-nai-ni 

 do-RED  work-NOM immediate-RED finish-NOMZ-GEN 

 ‘Do the work to finish it immediately!’ 

3.6.2. Polite Emphatic Imperative: 

Polite commands in Bodo are created by appending the imperative suffix /-dɯ/ to the verb base, 

as seen in /mao-dɯ/ ‘please do’ and /khar-dɯ/ ‘please run’. These forms can then be reduplicated 

to express a sense of polite urgency, forming what is known as a polite emphatic imperative.  

Consider the following examples: 

(19a) mao-dɯ  ‘Please do!’ (Polite Command) 

 do-IMP 

 

(19b) maodɯ-maodɯ thab-thab  hanai-ni thakhai 

 Please do-RED  immediate-RED finish-GEN for 

‘Please do it to finish immediately!’ (Polite Emphatic Command) 

 

(19c) khar-dɯ   ‘Please run!’ (Polite Command) 

run-IMP 

 

(19d) khardɯ-khardɯ honɯi   pulis       phɯi-ցɯu 

 please run-RED look(expressive) police        come-IMM.FUT 

 ‘Please run! Look, the police are coming.’ (Polite Emphatic Command) 
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(19e) ցakhɯ-dɯ  ‘Please get up!’ (Polite Command) 

 get up-IMP 

  

(19f) ցakhɯdɯ- ցakhɯdɯ  ցarija   khar-nɯsɯi 

 please get up-RED train  run-IMM.FUT 

 ‘Please get up! The train is about to depart.’  (Polite Emphatic Command) 

3.6.3. Direct Emphatic Causative Command 

Direct Emphatic causative command is characterized by the reduplication of causative verbs in 

Bodo. This form is used to convey a sense of urgency or an immediate requirement for an action 

to be caused or permitted. The structure of the repetitive pattern is- 

 [Verb Stem + hɯ]+ [Verb Stem + hɯ] =  Direct Emphatic Causative Command 

Consider the following examples: 

(20a) zahɯ-zahɯ  ɯƞkham-a zɯb-nɯsɯi 

 let (3) eat-RED  rice-NOM finish-IMM.FUT 

 ‘Let (them) eat! The rice is about to finish (right now).’  

 

(20b) lɯƞhɯ-lɯƞhɯ saha-ja  ցɯthao-thar 

 let (3) drink-RED tea-NOM tasty-SUP 

 ‘Let (him/her) drink! The tea is very tasty.’   

 

 

(20c) lirhɯ-lirhɯ  bi-jɯ  ցɯrɯƞ-thar 

 let (3) write-RED 3SG-NOM expert-SUP 

 ‘Make (him/her) write! He/she is very expert.’ 

3.6.4. Polite Emphatic Causative Command 
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The polite immediate causative command is a complex morphosyntactic form that blends respect 

with urgency. It is also characterized by the reduplication of causative verbs, followed by the 

addition of the polite imperative suffix /-dɯ/. The structure of the repetitive pattern is- 

   [Verb Stem+hɯ+dɯ] + [Verb Stem+hɯ+dɯ] = Polite Immediate Causative Command 

(21a) za+hɯ+dɯ  + za+hɯ+dɯ  > zahɯdɯ-zahɯdɯ 

 eat+CAUS+IMP  + eat+CAUS+IMP  ‘Please let (him) eat (now)!’ 

 

(21b) zahɯdɯ-zahɯdɯ  ɯƞkham-a zɯb-nɯsɯi 

 please let (3) eat-RED  rice-NOM finish-IMM.FUT 

 ‘Please let (them) eat! The rice is about to finish.’  

 

(21c) lɯƞhɯdɯ-lɯƞhɯdɯ  saha-ja  ցɯthao-thar 

 please let (3) drink-red tea-nom tasty-SUP 

 ‘Please let (him/her) drink! The tea is very tasty.’   

 

(21d) lirhɯdɯ-lirhɯdɯ  bi-jɯ  ցɯrɯƞ-thar 

 please let (3) write-RED 3SG-NOM expert-SUP 

 ‘Please let (him/her) write! He/she is very expert.’  

3.7. Prohibitive or Negative Imperative 

In Bodo, prohibitive imperatives can be categorized such as direct prohibitive, definitive 

prohibitive, neutral or polite prohibitive, polite definitive prohibitive and emphatic prohibitive.    

 

3.7.1. Direct Prohibitive Imperative 

Morphologically, Bodo has a most productive negative imperative prefix i.e. /da-/. It prefixes to 

the main verb to form the direct prohibitive command in the language. 

For example:  

(22a) da-buŋ   ‘Don’t say!’ (Prohibitive Command) 
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 NEG.IMP-say      

 

(22b) da-thaŋ   ‘Don’t go!’ (Prohibitive Command)  

 NEG.IMP-go    

 

(22c) da-phɯthai    ‘Don’t believe’ (Prohibitive Command) 

 NEG.IMP-believe  

 

(22d) be dɯi-khɯu da-lɯƞ 

 this water-ACC NEG.IMP-drink 

 ‘Don’t drink this water!’ (Prohibitive Command) 

 

 

(22e) bɯi ɯƞkhri-khɯu  da-za 

 that curry-ACC  NEG.IMP-eat 

 ‘Don’t eat that curry!’ (Prohibitive Command) 

 

(22f) आदा, आोंनो  गस्ला  दालाबो,  दखनाखौ  लाबो। 

 ada  aƞ-nɯ  ցosla da-labɯ  dokhona-khɯu  labɯ 

 brother  1SG-DAT blouse NEG.IMP-bring  dokhona-ACC  bring 

 ‘Brother, don’t bring me a blouse; bring me a dokhona!’   

(Prohibitive Command: Sister forbade me from bringing a blouse and ordered me to 

bring a dokhona instead. (dokhona is a Bodo traditional female dress)) 

 

3.7.2. Definitive Prohibitive Command 

The definitive prohibitive command is a morphosyntactic form in Bodo, it combines negative 

imperative prefix /da-/ + verb stem + /de/ definitive morpheme.  

For example: 

(23a) nɯƞ   da-thaƞ-de    

http://www.languageinindia.com/


================================================================== 

Language in India www.languageinindia.comISSN 1930-2940 Vol. 26:2 February 2026 

Dr. Daimalu Brahma, M.A, NET, Ph.D. 

Imperative Construction in Bodo: A Morphosyntactic Study 130 

 2SG   NEG.IMP-go-DEF 

‘Definitely (you) don’t go!’ 

 

(23b) nɯƞ  siցaret  da-sɯb-de    

 2SG  cigarette NEG.IMP-smoke-DEF 

‘Definitely (you) don’t smoke the cigarette!’ 

 

(23c) nɯƞ   da-za-de    

 2SG   NEG.IMP-eat-DEF 

‘Definitely (you) don’t eat!’ 

 

3.7.3. Neutral or Polite Prohibitive Imperative 

The neutral prohibitive imperative is formed in Bodo by the combination of the main verb, 

helping or auxiliary verb /naƞ/ ‘need’ and negative suffix /-a/. It is interesting to note how this 

neutral prohibitive differs from the direct imperative.  

For example: 

(24a) lɯƞ-naƞ-a   ‘Don’t need to drink!’  

 drink-need-NEG 

 

(24b) sɯƞ-naƞ-a   ‘Don’t need to ask!’  

 ask-need-NEG 

 

(24c) thaƞ-naƞ-a   ‘Don’t need to go!’  

 go-need-NEG 

 

(24d) ɯƞkhri-khɯu  za-naƞ-a/    

curry-ACC  eat-need-NEG 

‘Don’t need to eat the curry!’  
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3.7.4. Polite Definitive Prohibitive  

The neutral prohibitive can take the definitive morpheme /de/ to form a polite definitive 

prohibitive command in Bodo. The structure of this command is:  

 ‘Verb Stem + Auxiliary /naƞ/ + Definitive /de/’. 

(25a) lɯƞ-naƞ-a-de   ‘Please don’t drink!’ / ‘Don’t drink, please!’  

 drink-need-NEG-DEF 

 

(25b) sɯƞ-naƞ-a-de   ‘Please don’t ask!’ / ‘Don’t ask, please!’ 

 ask-need-NEG-DEF 

 

(25c) thaƞ-naƞ-a-de   ‘Please don’t go!’ / ‘Don’t go, please!’ 

 go-need-NEG-DEF 

 

(25d) ɯƞkhri-khɯu  za-naƞ-a-de/    

curry-ACC  eat-need-NEG-DEF 

‘Please don’t eat the curry!’ / ‘Don’t eat the curry, please!’ 

 

3.7.5. Emphatic Prohibitive Command 

An Emphatic Prohibitive Command is a directive used to halt an action instantly. In Bodo, the 

sense of urgency is expressed through reduplication; the standard prohibitive command is 

repeated to form an emphatic prohibitive command, signaling that the action must stop without 

delay. Examples are given below- 

 

(26a) daza-daza be  mɯjaƞ  noƞ-a 

 don’t eat-RED it good  be-NEG 

 ‘Stop! Don’t eat! It is not good.’ (Emphatic Prohibitive Command) 

 

(26b) daphɯi-daphɯi nɯƞ  phɯi  naƞ-a 

http://www.languageinindia.com/


================================================================== 

Language in India www.languageinindia.comISSN 1930-2940 Vol. 26:2 February 2026 

Dr. Daimalu Brahma, M.A, NET, Ph.D. 

Imperative Construction in Bodo: A Morphosyntactic Study 132 

 don’t come-RED 2SG  come  need-NEG 

 ‘Stop! Don’t come! You don’t need to come.’ (Immediate Prohibitive Command) 

 

3.8. Inclusive Imperative 

In Bodo, inclusive imperative is indicated by the word /thɯu/. It is an interjection form of word 

that function a joint action both speaker and the listener (like the English “Let us”). It signifies 

that the speaker will also participate in the action; it is a kind of collaborative imperative.  

The inclusive imperative can be divided into four types of the language viz.  

 1. Direct Inclusive  

 2. Polite Inclusive  

 3. Immediate Inclusive  

 4. Polite Immediate Inclusive  

3.8.1. Direct Inclusive Imperative 

The Direct Inclusive Imperative is denoted by the interjection word /thɯu/. It is a kind of 

grammatically free word in the language which indicates a joint action imperative.  

For example:  

(27a) थौ!  न`वाव  थाोंनोसै।  

thɯu no-wao thaƞ-nɯsɯi  

 let us home-NOM go-IMM.FUT  

 ‘Let’s go home!’(Direct Inclusive Imperative) 

(27b) न`वाव  थाोंख्रन, थौ! 

no-wao thaƞ-ni  thɯu 

 home-NOM go-COH let us 

 ‘Let’s go home!’ (Direct Inclusive Imperative) 

(27c) थौ!  ओोंखाम  जाख्रन।  

thɯu ɯƞkham za-ni   

 let us rice  eat-COH  

 ‘Let’s have rice!’ (Direct Inclusive Imperative) 
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3.8.2. Polite Inclusive Imperative 

The word /thɯu/ is an interjectional form in the language; it can take polite imperative marker    

/-dɯ/ to form polite inclusive imperative for example. 

(28a) थौदो!  न`वाव  थाोंनोसै। 

thɯu-dɯ no-wao thaƞ-nɯsɯi  

 let us-IMP home-NOM go-IMM.FUT  

 ‘Please, let’s go home!’(Polite Inclusive Imperative: Going is just within short time) 

(28b) थौदो!  ओोंखाम जानोसै। 

thɯu-dɯ ɯƞkham za-nɯsɯi  

 let us-IMP rice  eat-IMM.FUT  

 ‘Please, let’s have rice!’ (Polite Inclusive Imperative: Eating is just within short time) 

(28c) थौदो!  ओोंखाम  जाख्रदख्रन। 

thɯu-dɯ ɯƞkham za-di-ni  

 let us-IMP rice  eat-IMP-COH  

 ‘Please, let’s have rice!’ (Polite Inclusive Imperative: Just request for eating) 

 

3.8.3. Direct Emphatic Inclusive Imperative 

The direct emphatic inclusive command in Bodo is formed by the reduplication of the 

interjection /thɯu/. While the single form suggests a collaborative action, the reduplicated form 

/thɯu-thɯu/ ‘let’s go (right now)’ intensifies the utterance, signaling urgency and a demand for 

immediate participation.  

For example: 

 

(29a)  थौ-थौ!  न`वाव  थाोंनोसै। 

thɯu-thɯu no-wao thaƞ-nɯsɯi  

 let us-RED home-NOM go-IMM.FUT  

 ‘Let’s go home (right now)!’ (Direct Emphatic Inclusive Command) 

(29b) थौ-थौ!  ओोंखाम  जाख्रदख्रन। 

thɯu-thɯu  ɯƞkham za-di-ni  
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 let us-RED rice  eat-IMP-COH  

 ‘Let’s have rice (right now)!’ (Direct Emphatic Inclusive Command) 

3.8.4. Polite Emphatic Inclusive Imperative 

The polite inclusive imperative is formed by adding /-dɯ/ (polite imperative marker) to the 

interjection /thɯu/, for example /thɯu-dɯ/ ‘please, let’s go’. The polite inclusive imperative 

/thɯu-dɯ/ can also be reduplicated to form polite emphatic inclusive request.  

Consider the following examples: 

(30a) थौदो-थौदो!  न`वाव  थाोंनोसै। 

thɯudɯ-thɯudɯ no-wao thaƞ-nɯsɯi  

 let us-IMP  home-NOM go-IMM.FUT  

 ‘Please, let’s go home now!’ (Emphatic Polite Inclusive Imperative) 

(30b) थौदो-थौदो!  साहा   लोोंनोसै। 

thɯudɯ-thɯudɯ saha lɯƞ-nɯsɯi  

 let us-IMP  tea drink-IMM.FUT  

 ‘Please, let’s have tea now!’ (Emphatic Polite Inclusive Imperative) 

3.9. Presentative Interjection 

In Bodo, the interjection /no/ functions as a presentative imperative or deictic imperative. It 

functions as a verbal command used specially while handing an object to someone, effectively 

meaning ‘here, take it’ or ‘take this’. It carries the grammatical weight of a verb (commanding 

and action) but lacks standard verb morphology. It is categorized as a minor sentence type or a 

functional category. It combines the act of showing with the act of ordering in to a single. It is 

like a sentence-word, as the single interjection /no/ constitutes a complete.  

Consider the following examples: 

(31a) no!  ‘Here, take this!’ or ‘Take the object’  

 

(31b) न’ !  फैसाया  लादो ! 

 no  phɯisa-ja la-dɯ 
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 PRES.INTJ money-NOM take-IMP 

 ‘Here, take this money!’ 

 

(31c) न’ !  साहाया  लोोंदो ! 

 no  saha-ja  lɯƞ-dɯ 

 PRES.INTJ tea-NOM drink-IMP 

 ‘Here, take this! (And) drink the tea!’ 

4. Conclusion 

Bodo is a Tibeto-Burman language, primarily spoken in Assam as well as some adjacent parts of 

Assam i.e. Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya, West Bengal, neighboring countries in 

Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. Typologically, Bodo is an agglutinative language. It has three 

kinds of major word formation processes: affixation, compounding and reduplication. It has case 

marking system and syntactically SOV type of basic word order. 

In Bodo, the imperative is characterized as both a morphological and syntactic process. 

Syntactically, the bare verb or derived verb can also be used to form direct command of the 

language. Based on imperative markers and their functional roles, imperative constructions of the 

Bodo language are generally divided into three types:  

  1. Directive Imperative 

  2. Prohibitive Imperative 

  3. Interjectional Imperative 

Directive imperatives can be categorized direct imperative, neutral or polite imperative, 

immediate imperative, causative imperative, definitive imperative, definitive causative 

imperative and emphatic imperative. 

Prohibitive imperative can be found direct prohibitive, definitive prohibitive command, neutral 

or polite prohibitive imperative, polite definitive prohibitive and emphatic prohibitive command. 

Interjectional imperative can be found inclusive imperative and presentative interjection. The 

inclusive imperative is indicated by the interjectional word /thɯu/ meaning represents ‘let’s go’. 
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It can be divided into four types of the language viz. direct inclusive, polite inclusive, direct 

emphatic inclusive and polite emphatic inclusive. The presentative interjection is denoted by the 

interjection /no/ meaning represent ‘here, take it’ or ‘take this’.  

The imperative constructions of the Bodo language are given below with the help of bare verb 

stem /za/:  

 

Directive Imperatives: Bodo  English 

Direct Imperative za! ‘Eat!’ 

Neutral or Polite Imperative za-dɯ! ‘Please eat!’ 

Immediate Imperative  za-do! ‘Eat now!’ 

Direct Causative Command za-hɯ ! ‘Let him eat!’ 

Polite Causative Command za-hɯ-dɯ! ‘Please, let him eat!’ 

Direct Definitive Imperative za-de! ‘Do eat!’ 

Polite Definitive Imperative za-dɯ-de ‘Do eat, please!’ 

Definitive Causative Imperative za-hɯ-de ‘Do let him eat!’ 

Polite Definitive Causative  Command za-hɯ-dɯ-de! ‘Please, do let him eat!’ 

Direct Emphatic Imperative za-za! ‘Eat! (Emphatic)’ 

Polite Emphatic Imperative za-dɯ-za-dɯ! ‘Please eat! (Emphatic)’ 

Direct Emphatic Causative Command za-hɯ za-hɯ! ‘Let him eat!’ (EMP) 

Polite Emphatic Causative Command za-hɯ-dɯ- za-hɯ-dɯ! ‘Please let him eat 

(now)!’ (EMP) 

Prohibitive Imperative:   

Direct Prohibitive Imperative da-za! ‘Don’t eat!’ 

Definitive Prohibitive Command da-za-de! ‘Don’t eat (ok)!’  

Neutral/ Polite Prohibitive Imperative za-naƞ-a! ‘Don’t need to eat!’  

Polite Definitive Prohibitive  za-naƞ-a-de! ‘Don’t eat, please!’  

Emphatic Prohibitive Command da-za da-za! ‘Stop! Don’t eat’ (EMP) 

Interjectional Imperative:   
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Direct Inclusive Imperative  thɯu! ‘Let’s go!’ 

Polite Inclusive Imperative  thɯu- dɯ! ‘Please, let’s go!’ 

Direct Emphatic Inclusive Imperative  thɯu-thɯu! ‘Let’s go (right now)!’  

Polite Emphatic Inclusive Imperative  thɯu- dɯ-thɯu- dɯ! ‘Please let’s go (right 

now)!’ 

Presentative Interjection no! ‘Here, take it!’ or  

‘Take this’  

Table No.3 

The direct imperative or direct command is a syntactic form indicated by the use of the bare verb 

stem in Bodo. It has neutral or polite imperative marker /-dɯ/ which suffixes to the main verbs 

or bare verb stems to form imperative construction. An immediate imperative is characterized by 

its temporal directness and urgency. In Bodo, this is a distinct morphosyntactic category where 

the suffix /-do/ is attached to the verb stem. 

The imperative suffix /-dɯ/ and /-do/ are both common, yet they are distinguished by their 

temporal constraints and pragmatic force. The /-dɯ/ is used for neutral or polite imperative 

construction and is not restricted by a specific time frame; it can comfortably refer to actions 

happening now or in the future. In contrast, the suffix /-do/ is a morphosyntactic form used for 

immediate commands. It is strictly time-bound, requiring the action to be performed 

instantaneously or within a very short period. Because of this urgency, it is grammatically 

incompatible with future temporal adverbs (see in the above examples (9) to (10)).   

The emphatic imperative or emphatic command is formed by the complete reduplication of the 

bare verb stem or derived verb. This morphological process signals the speaker’s insistence and 

intensifies the imperative force of the command. For example the direct emphatic commands: 

/za-za lazi naƞ-a/ ‘Eat! Don’t feel shy!’ and polite emphatic commands: /za-dɯ za-dɯ lazi naƞ-a/ 

‘Please eat! Don’t feel shy!’ It expresses a sense of polite urgency. It is hoped that this analysis 

will help us to understand the imperative construction of the Bodo language in particular and 

other Bodo groups in general.  
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Abbreviations 

N : Noun     V : Verb base 

PL : Plural Marker    1SG :  1st Person Singular 

3SG : 3rd Person Singular    2SG : 2nd Person Singular 

ACC : Accusative Case   COH : Cohortative Mood 

CAUS : Causative     DAT : Dative Case 

DEF : Definitive     FUT : Future Tense 

GEN : Genitive Case     IMP : Imperative 

IMM.FUT   : Immediate Future    LOC : Locative Case 

IMM.IMP   : Immediate Imperative   NEG : Negative  

NEG.IMP  : Negative Imperative   NOM : Nominative Case 

NOMZ   : Nominalizer    PRF : Perfective  

RED : Reduplication    SUP : Superlative 

UNP : Unexpected Marker   EMP : Emphatic  

PRES.INTJ : Presentative Interjection 

 

 

 

References 

Abbi, Anvita. "Expressives as a semantically complex category in South Asian 

 languages." Expressive morphology in the languages of South Asia (2020): 13-31. 

………………Reduplication in South Asian Languages: An Areal, Typological and Historical  

 Study. New Delhi: Allied Publishers, 1991. 

Adams, Valerie. An Introduction to Modern English Word-Formation. Longman Group Ltd.,  

 London, 1973. 

Aronoff, Mark. Word Formation in Generative Grammar. Cambridge: MIT Press, Reprinted  

 1985.   

Baishya, Ajit. Kumar. “Word Formation in Dimasa”. International Journal of Dravidian   

 Linguistics, Vol. 37, No. 1. 2008. 

Baishya, Ajit. Kumar. & Laheram Muchahary. “Word Formation Processes in Tiwa”. 

http://www.languageinindia.com/


================================================================== 

Language in India www.languageinindia.comISSN 1930-2940 Vol. 26:2 February 2026 

Dr. Daimalu Brahma, M.A, NET, Ph.D. 

Imperative Construction in Bodo: A Morphosyntactic Study 139 

International Journal of Dravidian Linguistics, Vol. 44, No. 2,2015. 

Baker, Mark C. Lexical Categories Verb, Nouns, and Adjectives. Cambridge University Press,  

 2004. 

Baro, Madhu Ram. Structure of Boro Language. Guwahati: N. L. Publication, 1990. 

Basumatary, Phukan. An Introduction to the Boro Language. New Delhi: Mittal  

Publications, 2005. 

Bauer, L. English Word Formation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983.   

Beck, David. Transitivity and causation in Lushootseed Morphology. Canadian Journal of 

 Linguistics 41, No. 2, 1996. 

Benedict, Paul K. Sino-Tibetan. A Conspectus. Contributor editor, James A. Matisoff, Cambridge 

 University Press, New York, 1972. 

Bhattacharya, P. C. A Descriptive Analysis of the Boro Language. Guwahati: Gauhati University, 

 Reprinted  2007.  

Bliss, Heather, and Dennis Ryan Storoshenko. "Passivization and A’-movement in 

 Shona." Proceedings of the 2008 Annual Conference of the Canadian Linguistics 

 Association. 2008. 

Brahma, Aleendra. Modern Bodo Grammar. N.L. Publications, Panbazar, Guwahati, 2013. 

Brahma, Daimalu. Word Formation Processes in Bodo: Affixation. Purbayon Publications,  

 Guwahati, 2017. 

Brahma, Mihir Kumar. The structure of southern dialect of Bodo. Unpublished PhD Thesis,   

 Assam University, Silchar, 2016. 

Burling, Robbins. A Garo Grammar. Pune, Deccan Collage, 1961. 

Carretero, Marta. "A semantic-pragmatic analysis of the English imperative." academia.edu 

Chainary, Swarna Prabha. Boro Raokhanthi, Guwahati: Gumur, Publication, (2nd ed.) 2008. 

Crystal, David. A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics. Blackwell Publishers, (six edition)  

 2008.  

Grierson, G.A. Linguistics Survey of India. Vol.-III, Part-II, Delhi: D.K. Publishers Distributors 

 P. Ltd, 1903. 

Debbarma, Samir. The structure of Kokborok. Unpublished Ph. D. Dissertation, Assam 

 University, Silchar (2014). 

http://www.languageinindia.com/


================================================================== 

Language in India www.languageinindia.comISSN 1930-2940 Vol. 26:2 February 2026 

Dr. Daimalu Brahma, M.A, NET, Ph.D. 

Imperative Construction in Bodo: A Morphosyntactic Study 140 

Haokip, Pauthang. “Word Formation in Thadou”. Himalayan Linguistics. Vol. 11(2),2014. 

Hoshi, Hiroto. "Theta-role assignment, passivization, and excorporation." Journal of East  

 Asian Linguistics 3.2 (1994): 147-178. 

Katamba, Francis. Morphology. Houndsmill: The Macmillian Press, 1993. 

Kothari, C. R. Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques. New AgeInternational (p) Ltd.  

 New Delhi-2, 2008. 

Mastop, Rosja. "Imperatives as semantic primitives." Linguistics and Philosophy 34.4  

 (2011): 305-340. 

Matthews, P. H. Morphology: An Introduction to the Theory of Word-Structure. Cambridge 

 University Press, Cambridge, 1974. 

Muchahary, Laheram. Descriptive Analysis of Tiwa. Unpublished PhD Thesis, Assam 

 University, Silchar (2014). 

Narzary, Mintu. Standard Anglo Bodo Dictionary. Guwahati: NilimaPrakashani, 2005. 

Neshcheret, Nataliia. Passive Construction with Intransitiive Verbs: Typology and Distribution. 

 Diss. MA Thesis. Kiel: University of Kiel, 2016. 

Pak, Miok D., Paul Portner, and Raffaella Zanuttini. "Agreement in promissive, imperative, and 

 exhortative clauses." Korean Linguistics 14.1 (2008): 157-175. 

Plag, Ingo. Word Formation in English. Cambridge University Press, 2003. 

Saito, Hiroaki, and Adrian Stegovec. "The pa/wa of imperative alternatives." Proceedings of 

 Sinn und Bedeutung. Vol. 22. No. 2. 2018. 

Shopen, Timothy. Language Typology and Syntactic Description.Vol. I:Clause Structure. 

 Cambridge University Press, . (2nd Ed.) 2007. 

...................... Language Typology and Syntactic Description. Vol. II, Cambridge University  

 Press, (2nd Ed. Reprinted) 2008. 

...................... Language Typology and Syntactic Description, Vol. III. Cambridge University  

 Press, (2nd Ed. Reprinted) 2008. 

Singha, Kh Dhiren. The Structure of Dimasa: A Typological Study. Ph.D. Dissertation. Assam 

 University, Silchar, 2002. 

Stekauer, P., S. Valera & L. Kortvelyessy. Word- Formation in the World’sLanguages: A 

 Typological Survey. Cambridge University Press, 2012. 

http://www.languageinindia.com/


================================================================== 

Language in India www.languageinindia.comISSN 1930-2940 Vol. 26:2 February 2026 

Dr. Daimalu Brahma, M.A, NET, Ph.D. 

Imperative Construction in Bodo: A Morphosyntactic Study 141 

Tallerman, Maggie. Understanding Syntax. Arnold Publisher, London, 1998. 

Thakur, D. Linguistics Simplified: Morphology. New Delhi: Bharati Bhawan, (Reprinted) 2006. 

Zanuttini, Raffaella, Miok Pak, and Paul Portner. "A syntactic analysis of interpretive restrictions 

 on imperative, promissive, and exhortative subjects." Natural Language & Linguistic 

 Theory 30.4 (2012): 1231-1274. 

 

 

Full Address: 

Dr. Daimalu Brahma 

Assistant Professor  

Barama College, Barama 

PO & PS:-Barama, 782346 

Dist:-Baksa, BTR, Assam, India 

Email: daimalubrahma85@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.languageinindia.com/
mailto:daimalubrahma85@gmail.com

