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Abstract

The role of Brajavali diction in the languages used in medieval Indian Vaisnava
literature has been significant. This is not a language spoken in any region; it is a literary
form comprising elements of various languages prevalent in different regions of Northern
India --- Nepal, Orissa, Bengal and Assam were written in this form. However, regional
differences of this form have also been evident. This paper is an attempt to make a
contrastive study of Assamese Brajavali form and early Maithili. The study shows that the
differences are more than the similarities between early Maithili and Assamese Brajavali.
It arrives at a conclusion that Assamese Brajavali is a different language form than the
early Maithili.

Introduction

The role of Brajavali diction in the languages used in medieval Indian Vaisnava
literature has been significant. This is not a language spoken in any region; it is a literary
form comprising elements of various languages prevalent in different regions of Northern
India --- Nepal, Orissa, Bengal and Assam were written in this form. However, regional
differences of this form have also been evident®. This mixed diction and style used by the
Vaispava Saints of Assam, Sankardevadeva, Madhavadeva and their follower in their
lyrics and drama have been known as Brajavali. The basic structure of the Brajavali form
prevalent in Assam was its own. This form as a medium of Vaisnava literature has
emerged through merger of the ancient Assamese form with the elements of Brajabuli or
Braj-bhakha, Khadiboli, Avadht and Maithili*.

There have been varied opinions about the origin, nature and characteristics of
Brajavali. The opinion offered by G.A. Grierson that the origin of Brajabuli was Maithili
has been recognized by the scholar for a considerable period. Bengali scholar Sukumar
Sen® opined that, the Brajabuli was created in the hands of Bengali poets while writing
poems imitating Vidyapati’s Maithili Padavali. The scholar like Birinchi Kumar Baruah?,
Kaliram Medhi®, Satyendranath Sarma® used to accept this opinion of Sukumar Sen. Of
course, at a later stage, Sukumar Sen changed his earlier opinion and tried to relate
Brajabuli with Avahattha language.” While discussing about Brajavali language and
literature many scholars put importance to this opinion of Sukumar Sen. Whereas
Jayakanta Mishra®, the Maithili scholar claimed ‘the lyrics and dramas written in
‘Brajavali’ in Assam as Maithili literature simply pointed out to certain similarities of
Brajavali with early Maithili.
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Objectives of the Study
1. To find out the differences between Early Maithili and Brajavali form of early
Assamese in  the context of Case-endings and Pronouns.

2. To make an attempt to establish the contrast between Brajavali form and early
Maithili.

Discussion
1. Case-endings of Early Maithilt and Brajavali

Although the types of case-endings in early Maithili and Brajavali form of early
Assamese and inflections for cases in these languages are similar, in case of application of
case-endings and post-positions, lot of differences are evident than similarities. Table-1
shows the case-endings used in early Maithili and Brajavali.

Cases Early Maithili case-endings | Brajavali case-endings
Nominative |~,-e,-&,-fie,-hi, -hi, -hu, -hl -a, -u, -€, -hi

Accusative ~-e, -&, -fie,-hi, -hi, -hu,-ha -a, -e, -ka, -ku, -ko, -ta, -re
Instrumental |5-e,-¢,-fie, -&i, -hi, -hi, -hil -i, -e, -hi

Dative -e,-8,4, -hi, -hii -¢, -ka, -ku, -re

Ablative 5 -€, -hi, -hu -e, -ta, -re

Genitive % -e, -hi, -hu -ka, -ku, -ra, -re, -ta, -ki, -hi, -hu
Locative -e,-8,3, -hi, -hi,-hu, -hii -3, -1, -e, -ko, -ta, -re, -hi, -hi

Usage of case-endings cited in table-1 have been shown below as instances:
Early Maithilt

Nominative Case-endings

kadali viparita gati kaili(Varnaratnakara of Jyotiri§vararatnakara)
e Bairini bheli mori 1aje (Vidyapatipadavali)

é podmé jalapraves kaela(Varnaratnakara of JyotiriSvara)

fie | Visvakarmaiie nirmmauli(Varnaratnakara of JyotiriSvara)

hi | jaladahi rakhala duhu disa 1aja(Vidyapatipadavali)

hi | tohahi saani dhani(Vidyapatipadavali)

hu | sawahu dekhalaani(Krsnajanama of Manabodha of Manabodha)
hii | Kamsa kahala se sawahii sunala(Krsnajanama of Manabodha)
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Accusative Case-endings

~

vadana merae dhaelanhi mukhamandala (Ragatarangini of Locana)

Surapati dela amule parijata eka phile (Parijata Harana of Umapati)

~

(S

sisiré mahipati dapé capi kahu (Vidyapatipadavali)

fie

je jana Vidyapatipadavalifie jita se pahu mora (Vidyavilapa)

hi

Harihi cahi (Vidyapatipadavali)

hi

kimba kara abhisarahi upasama (Vidyapatipadavali)

hu

vacanahu nahi nirawahe (Vidyapatipadavali)

hu

nayanahii halaba niwari (Vidyapatipadavali)

Instrumental Case-endings

candaka udad kumuda jani hoe (Vidyapatipadavali)

punaphale punamata gunamati pawai (Ragatarangini of Locana)

sonaka doré madhyabhaga badhala (Varnaratnakara of Jyotiri§vara)

malaiie bandhali hathi (Vidyapatipadavali)

namita alakai berhala mukha-kamala sobha (Ragatarangini of
Locana)

diwasahi ho masa (Vidyapatipadavali)

sahajahi athira yawana (Vidyapatipadavali)

jatanahii rakhae goe (Vidyapatipadavali)

Dative Case-endings

aba jiwana kia kaje (Parijata Harana of Umapati)

bhamara puspoddesé calala (Varnaratnakara of JyotiriSvara)

Sista sewa baisala chathi (Varnaratnakara of Jyotiri$vara)

bipra Sudamahi bahu jasa dela (Krsnajanama of Manabodhajanama)

oD

dinahu hrdaya nahi tohi (Vidyapatipadavali)

Ablative Case-endings

~

Kamala jharae makaranda(Vidyapatipadavali)

e

Paramukhe sunine apabani(Vidyapatipadavali)

hi

Bahuta kusuma vana sawabhi birati mana(Vidyapatipadavali)

hu

talitahu teja(Vidyapatipadavali)

Genitive Case-endings

~

mukulahii kamal@ bhamara madhu piba(Vidyapatipadavali)

e

supuruse vaficana-dasana lagata mora(Vidyapatipadavali)

hi

Basudewabhi sira (Krsnajanama of Manabodhajanama)
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| hu

| apanahu tanu(Parijata Harana of Umapati)

Locative Case-endings

kokila gawae madhurima bani rtia basanta (Vidyapatipadavali)

dhanu hathe (Parijata Harana of Umapati)

Amrtahu jina svadé (Varnaratnakara of Jyotirisvara)

sajhaka bera jamunaka tira (Varnaratnakara of Jyotiri§vara)

sajhahi re jaeba (Ragatarangini of Locana)

Khanahi mahabala dela bidari (Ragatarangini of Locana)

sejahu toria nama (Vidyapatipadavali)

O35 |30 || Sner| @

i
u
i

nagarahii nagara bolia (Vidyapatipadavali)

Assamese Brajavalt

Nominative Case-endings

a

Mohe re madanagopala (Bargit of Madhavadeva)

u

Re soi gopala piyaru meri prana adharu madhupuri rahe(Bargit of
Sankardeva)

Jarasandhe dekhala (Rukmini Haran Nat of Sankardeva)

hi

Srik_rsnak bibaha dite sawahi niscaya kayal (Rukmini Haran Nat of
Sankardeva)

Accusative Case-endings

badana binindita canda (Bhatima of Sankardeva)

@D | &

durjana banare dila apuni asanga (Bhami letowa of Madhavadeva)

ka

dharamaka karamaka garabaka chori (Guru Bhatima of
Madhavadeva)
Raja rsika asane bithaya (Ram Vijaya of Sankardeva)

ku

sohi hari caranaku bichuri rahae napai(Bargit of Sankardeva)

ko

koti karama kaya, hariko nahi paya (Bargit of Sankardeva)

fa

Satyabhama piuta puchata (Parijat Harana Nat of Sankardeva)

re

Radha jagaila Harire (Bhiisana-harana of Madhavadeva)

Instrumental Case-endings

i asiye koutuki (Rukmini Haran Nat of Sankardeva)

e Krsnamukha padmamadhu netre piye brajabadhu(Bargit of
Sankardeva )

hi berhala lanjahi (Kaliya Daman Nat Sankardeva)
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Dative Case-endings

e

Nanda gela bathane (Bargit of Madhavadeva)

ka

kacaka cahite jono manika harai(Rukmint Haran Nat of Saﬁkardeva)

ku

Kundinaku awe mohana muraru(Rukmini Haran Nat of Sankardeva)

re

Jamunare gaila hamu nira anibare(Bhiimi Letowa of Madhavadeva)

Ablative Case-endings

e

nayane nigare nira(Cordhara of Madhavadeva )

ka

Gopisawa Krsnak sanmana pai (Keligopal Nat of Sankardeva)

ta

Purandarata anumati pai (Parijat Harana Nat of Sankardeva)

ra

Batsa Batsapalasava swapnara Jagi (Kaliya Daman Nat of Sankardeva)

Genitive Case-endings

ka

kaha mohe kanuk bata(Bargit of Sankardeva. )

ku

Hariku nama nigamaku(Bargit of Madhavadeva)

Ki

tohd Jagannathaki dasa (Bhojana Behar of Madhavadeva)

ra

fandild mayara pase(Bargit of Sankardeva)

re

napailo bhayare udisa(Bhojana Behar of Madhavadeva)

fa

avara saksita kamana prayojana(Cordhara of Madhavadeva)

hi

rajamahisi kande manahi santape(Bhatima of Sankardeva)

hu

Banahu mala sohe(Bhatima of Madhavadeva)

Locative Case ending

a dansita kala bhujangama anga (Bargit of Madhavadeva)

i Jagajana jivana rahu hrdi rama (Bargit of Madhavadeva)

e buke bandhi kole laila (Bargit of Madhavadeva)

ko | Kaliko parama dharama harinama parhi (Bargit of Sankardeva)

ta matita pawa parave nahi (Rukmini Haran Nat of Sankardeva)

re | kahaya madhava gati nanda nandana paware (Bargit of Madhavadeva)
hi mana meri rama caranahi lagu (Bargit of Sankardeva)

hi Kalindt pulina banahi jadunandana (Bargit of Madhavadeva)

Difference between the Two Languages

In both the languages we find the application of all the cases without endings. With
regard to application of case endings lots of differences are evident than similarities. As a
sign of endings the use of nasal consonant
characteristic. The use of ~(nasal) is seen in all the cases except the dative case. But it is
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not so in case of Assamese Brajavali. The use of ‘-e’ and °-hi’ in the application of
nominative case in Assamese Brajavali are also present in early Maithili; but the use of ‘-

a’ and ‘-u’ in early Maithili is not evident. It seemed that the use of ‘-’ in the singular

number of nominative case is an impact of Magadhr Prakit. It is used in Assamese
literature of pre-Sankardeva period also. In the works (Apabhramsa writings) of the

Sahajiya Buddhist Siddhacharyas of the eastern area we find the use of ‘-h” and ‘-ho’ in

the singular number of the nominative case. Their works are claimed as a common treasure
of early New Indo-Aryan languages of eastern India. Therefore it can be assumed that the

“~hi” form used in early Maithili and Assamese Brajavali is from the same root.

The use of “-u’ in Assamese Brajavali is a general characteristic of Apabhramsa
which is not seen in early Maithili. Lots of examples are evident in its grammar and
literature. In the same way we find lots of use of ‘-a’ in the plural number of Nominative
and Accusative case in Apabhrarmsa’. It is used in Assamese Brajavali but not in early
Maithili. The use of ‘-ka’, “-ku’, *-ta’, *-re’ in the accusative case of Assamese Brajavali are
also not found in early Maithili. The use of ‘ka’ and ‘ku’ could be found in the
Caryapadas. We find the use of ‘-ta’ in the language of pre- Sankardeva literature. The use
of “-re’ in accusative case could be found in Caryapadas.

The use of “-i’, <-e’, “-hi’ in instrumental case of Assamese Brajavali are found in
Apabhramsa also. There is the use of -a’ and ‘-hi’ in early Maithili, but no use of the
ending ‘-e’. The sign of endings used in dative case are: ‘-e’, *-ka’, ‘-ku’ and ‘-re’. The

only similarity with early Maithili is the use of the ending ‘-e’. Among the endings of
ablative case the only similarity between early Maithili and Assamese Brajavali is ‘-e’. Its

use is found in Caryapada also. There is no use of ‘k’, ‘-ta’ and ‘-ra’ in early Maithili
which are used in Assamese Brajavali.

On the other hand the use of the endings ‘-ta’ and ‘-ra’ are found in the language of
Assamese literature of pre-Sankardeva period. The use of the endings “-hi’ and “-hu’ of
genitive case which are seen in both languages are mainly from Apabhrarhsa. The use of
‘ka’, ra’ and ‘- ta’ of Assamese Brajavali, which are evident in early Maithili, are also
found in the Ramayana by Madhava Kandali during the pre-Sankardeva period. The use of
‘“ka’ and ‘-ra’ in genitive case are seen in Caryapadas also.

Along with some similarities between early Maithili and Assamese Brajavali there
are some dissimilarity in use of the endings of locative case. The endings ~, -&, -4, -hi, -hu
used in early Maithili are not there in Assamese Brajavali. On the other hand, the use of
endings “-i’, -ko’, ‘-ta’, ‘-re’ used in Assamese Brajavali are not found in early Maithili.
Moreover the endings used in nominative and accusative case, ablative and genitive case
are same in early Maithili while in Assamese Brajavali they are not same.
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Use of Post-positions

In Assamese Brajavali post-position is added after the accusative, dative, ablative,
locative case and with genitive case. There are some noticeable differences between the
two languages regarding application of post-positions. The post positions used in early
Maithilt and Assamese Brajavali are given below:

Cases Ancient mithilt Assamese brajavali
Accusative | kaé, ke, ka, ka, k&, ku, s0, kaho
Instrumental | sa, sd,safi , safla ,sdu, safle ,sete, | -----
te,taha
Dative ke ki, k&, lagi, lae, s, lai, lagi, pasa, nimitta
Ablative safio, sO, sdu, ta, tahu, taha, tahi, hate, | hante
sante, hunte,
Genitive era, eri, ka, ka, ki, kaé, ke, ki, kara, | kara, keri, kaho
kera, kero, keri, kaha, kaha, t&,
Locative ta, tafo, t¢, pae, kae, tn, kaai, kai, | maha, madhye, majhe
madhye, me, matra

From the above tables it is clear that ‘lagi’ used in dative case of Assamese
Brajavali, ‘madhye’ used in locative case and other post positions used in Maithilt are not
similar.

2. Pronoun

There are two forms of pronouns in both early Maithili and Assamese Brajavali:
direct and oblique. Although a few of these pronoun forms have similarity, dissimilarity is
also evident between the two languages. In the following table a sample of similarities and
dissimilarities are given with the different pronoun forms of the two languages.

Personal Pronoun
Form of First Person

In Assamese Brajavali the forms of nominative-instrumental case and accusative-
dative case are similar:

Nominative/instrumental | mafii, hami, hamu, hamusava, hamo, hamosava,

ami
Accusative/dative meri, moi, moke, more, mohi, mohe, hamaka,
hamari, hamare hamaku, hamrasavaka,

hamarasavaka, ahmaka
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Genitive Mmaha, mera, meri, mero, moi, mora, mora, mohi,
mohe, mohora, hamaka, hamaku, hamakeri,
hamara, hamaru, hamare, hamu, majhu

Locative hamata, amata

Some usages of the forms mentioned above are shown in the tables below:

Nominative/ Instrumental
mafii mafii papi aparadhi(kaliya Daman Nata of Sankardeva)
hami Sarangapani pahe pamaramati hami(Baragita of Sankardeva)
hamu hamu jata jiva siva teri ansa (Baragita of Sankardeva)
hamo hamosave charalo (Cordhara of Madhavadeva)
ami tasambata kiba ami asibara katha (Patniprasada Nata of
Sankardeva)
Accusative/dative
meri Kara pati bolaya lavanu meri lage(Bhtimi Letowa of Madhavadeva)
moi Karahu karuna moi(Deva Bhatima of Madhavadeva))
moke moke kina mati dila gopala(Baragita of Madhavadeva)
more alo mai gali tumi napariba more(Pimpara Gucowa)
mohi dehu hari mohi ohi siksa(Kaliya Daman Nat of Sankardeva)
mohe kaha mohe kanuka bata(Baragita of Sankardeva)
hamaka | yajna raksa nimitte hamaka niya java(Ram Vijya of Sankardeva)
hamari kina dose pranaputra tejala hamari(Kaliya Daman Nat of
Sankardeva)
hamaku | hamaku cora bolasi tuhu dhandi(Cordhara of Madhavadeva)
ahmaka | ahmaka napaya laga(Pimpara Gucowa)
hamare Lagaya hamare(Bhiimi Letowa of Madhavadeva)
Genitive
maha marasa sakala maha dosa (Bhatima of Sankardeva)
mera Parijata taru choraha mera (Parijat Harana Nata of Sankardeva)
meri meri pamaru mana (Baragita of Sankardeva)
mero mero ava natha (Bargita)
moi soi soi thakura moi (Bargita of Sankardeva)
mora mora putra buli jasowa gowali (Bargita of Madhavadeva)
mora bhanta kayali cora mora (Bhiisana Harana Nata of Madhavadeva )
mohi mathe milawa mohi (Parijata Harana Nata of Sankardeva)
mohe mohe bina ana(Bargita)
mohora | Haripada mohora parama dhana(Bargita of Madhavadeva)
hamaka | hamaka sapata (Rukmini Harana Nata of Sankardeva )
hamaku | hamaku bacana rakhaha prana (Rukmini Harana Nata of
Sankardeva )
hamakeri | Kesava hamakeri rakhahu prana(Rukmini Harana Nata of
Sankardeva )
hamara | hamara balaka keba dekhila nayane(Cordhara of Sankardeva)
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hamaru | mana dekho hrdaye hamaru (Bargita of Sankardeva)

hamare Kina gati haibe hamare (Bargita)

hamu hamu sange yudha (Bhatima of Sankardeva)

majhu majhu padapankajarasa panan(Bargita of Madhavadeva)
Locative

hamata hamata hata lagavali(A.Bha.)

amata abe tomara amata caturi(Pi.Gu)

The forms of the first person pronouns used in earlyt Maithilt are given below:

nominative hama, hano, hama, hama, mone, moya, mane, mae, mani,
mano,hamahu, hame, hame, hameu, hamahu, ami

accusative hama, mohi, mohi, mohe, hame, mo, majhu

Dative hama, mo, mohi, mohi, mora

Genitive hama, mo, mora, mora, mori, more, mor¢, moya, majhu,
hamara, hamara, hamari, hamara, hamare, hamari, hame

Locative hama

In the following table depicts some examples of the usage

of the above

forms:

Nominative
hama na hama karaba ote (Ragatarangini of Locana)
haio hano lawano ranabhana (Kirtilata of Vidyapati)
hama ki kahaba hama (Vidyapatipadavalr)
hama hama hayaba magana (Krsnajanama of Manabodha)
moiie jacba moie (Ragatarangini of Locana)
maine ki sakhi kahaba mane (Vidyapatipadavali)
mani mani nagaraka sokha sohara dekhi jano (Varnaratnakara of

JyotiriSvara)

hameu | hameu dharaba jive (Vidyapatipadavali)
ami katha ami (Vidyapatipadavali)

Accusative
hama hama je anaole (Vidyapatipadavali)
mo kahahi mo sakhi (Vidyapatipadavali)
mohi bihi chalalihu mohi (Vidyapatipadavali)
mohe ki puchasi mohe nidana (Vidyapatipadavali)
majhu majhu nahi bhula (Vidyapatipadavali)
hame hame heraite (Vidyapatipadavali)

Dative

hama hama dehu mukuti gopala (Vidyapatipadavali)
mo mo janu deha upekhi (Vidyapatipadavali)
mohi bisa dela mohi (Vidyapatipadavali)
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| mora | ke mora jaeta (Vidyapatipadavali)
Genitive
hama hama jiva gelaha mari (Vidyapatipadavali)
mo hoeta mo bara papa (Vidyapatipadavali)
mohi nahi mohi jatajuta (Ragatarangini of Locana)
mora birl mora (Vidyapatipadavali)
more pia more (Ragatarangini of Locana)
majhu | hita majhu (Vidyapatipadavali)
hamara | sarira hamara (Vidyapatipadavali)
hamara | bacana hamara (Vidyapatipadavali)
hamare | hamare bacane (Vidyapatipadavali)
hamari | hrdaye hamari (Vidyapatipadavali)
Locative
| hamd | toha hamé pema jata diira(Ragatarangini of Locana)

From the above examples, we find that ‘mafi’ and ‘ami’ of nominative case;
‘mohi’ and ‘mohe’ of accusative and dative case; ‘mor’, ‘mora’, ‘hamari’ and ‘majhu’ of
genitive case—there are no similarities between early Maithili and Assamese Brajavali
except these forms. It is notable that the usage of ‘mafii’, ‘mor’ and ‘ami’ are found in pre-

Sankardevadeva Assamese literature.

Similarly, in case of the pronoun forms of second and third person, there are more
differences than similarities between ancient Maithili and Assamese Brajavali. It will be

evident from the tables given below:

Forms of Second Person

Case Early Maithili Assamese Brajaval
Nominative | tu, to, tuhu, tuhu, tafe, tae, | tani, tumi, tumahi, toho, tohosava,
tohe, tone, tohu, tohi tohosave, torasave, torasava,
tumisava
Accusative tohi, tohe, toha, tohi, toh€, | tore, tohoka, toho, toraka,
toya torasavaka, tumaka, tohaka
Instrumental | tohe
Dative tua, tohi, toya, toha, tora, tohe, | tohaka lagi
toe
Ablative tohi, tohi, tohahi tomatese hante, tohotese
Genitive tumha, tua, torda, toha, | tacu, taju, tuva, tera, teri, tere, tava,
tora,tori, tohi, tore, toya, toha, | tai, tora, toraka, toraka, tore,
tohara, tohahi, tohara, tohari tohmara, tohmare, tohaka, tohara,
tohakeri, tohari, tohora, tohe,
torasavaka, torasavara
Locative toha, teha tohata
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Forms of Third Person

Case Early Maithilt Assamese Brajaval

nominative | se, seho, sehu, sehe, seha, seo, | teno, teho, tarasave
tanhi, tani, t€, tehe, sehao
accusative Se, seo, ta, tahi, tanhi, tehi, | tacu, tanika, taka, takara, taku,

tehu tare,taheka,tarasavaka, tasambaka,
tasambata,tasu
Instrumental | tehi, té
Dative ta, ta, tahi, tanhi, tanika taku, tare
ablative tahi, tahe, tate
genitive taheri, tahu, tasu, tanhi, | tathi, tanikara, ta, takara, takeri,
tanhikara, takara, takari, | tasu, tahe, taheri, tarasavaka,

takare, takara, tanhikari, | tarasavara, tasambara, taheka
tanhika, tanhike, taka, tanhike,

tanhiki, tanikai, tanike,
tahukara
Locative tahe, tahi, ta, ta, tathi taheta

It is seen from the above tables that except tor, tore, tohari of second person
pronoun of genitive case and taheri, tasu, takar of third person pronoun of genitive case
there are no similarities between early Maithilt and Assamese Brajavali.

Demonstrative Pronoun
Near Demonstrative Pronoun

The following table shows the forms of near demonstrative pronouns applied in
early Maithilt and Assamese Brajavalt:

Case Early Maithili Assamese Brajavalt
Nominative | ,ithe, 1, ehe, ei, ihe e, 1, iha, isava, ohi
Accusative ehi, eha, i, iha, 1, enhi aheka, ihaka, isavaka
Genitive ekari, ekar€, ekarl ehara,ihaka,unikara

Far Demonstrative Pronoun

The following table shows the forms of far demonstrative pronouns applied in
early Maithilt and Assamese Brajavalt:

Case Early Maithilt Assamese Brajavali
Nominative se, seho, sehu, sehe, seha, seo, tanhi, | se, sohi, soi, o, sesaba,
tani, t€, tehe, hehao sesabo

Accusative se, seo, ta, tehd, tahi, tehi, tanhi, tahi | se
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Instrumental tehi, té
Dative ta, ta, tahi, tanika, tanhi
Ablative tahe, tahi, tate se, hante
Genitive taheri, tasu, tasu, tanhi, tanhikara,
takara, takara, takare
Locative tahe, tahi, ta, ta, tathi

It is evident from the above tables that in case of near demonstrative pronoun and
far demonstrative pronoun except ‘i’ of nominative case and ‘se’ of accusative case there
IS no similarity between early Maithili and Assamese Brajavali.

Indefinite-Interrogative
Indefinite Pronoun

The following table shows the forms of indefinite pronouns applied in ancient
Maithili and Assamese Brajavali:

Case Early Maithilt Assamese Brajavali
Nominative | koe, keo, kehu, kéhu, keu keu, keba, kahu, kamane, keva, keho,
koi
Accusative | kahu, koi, kahu, kakarahu, | kahaku, kahuka
kakarihu
Genitive kakarahu, kakarihu keha
Ablative kanonaka, kahuka
and
genitive

Interrogative Pronoun

The following table shows the forms of interrogative pronouns applied in early
Maithili and Assamese Brajavali:

Case Early Maithilt Assamese Brajavali

Nominative | kanone, kone, kedahu ki, ke, kena, kisaka, koi, kona,
konano, kone, kina, kamane, ka

Accusative kahi, kaht kaheka, kare kahe, kahaka

Dative koné ki nimitte, kona nimitta, ki lagi,
kahe, kaha lagi

Genitive kakara, kanona, kahakara, | kaheka, kahera, kaheri, kahaka

Ablative and | knonaka

genitive

From the above tables it is evident that in case of indefinite and interrogative
pronoun also a few forms are similar in early Maithili and Assamese Brajavali. It is
notable that regarding the forms of these pronouns, Assamese Brajavali is more similar to
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the Chryapadas and the language of Madhava Kandali’s Ramayana than with the early
Maithili. The usages of interrogative pronouns ‘kamane’, ‘ké’, ‘ki’, ‘ka’ are found in
Chryapadas and the usages of ‘kon’, ‘kahak’, ‘kahara’ are found in sof Madhava Kandali.
In the same way in case of relative pronoun too the use of ‘je’, ‘jasu’, ‘jo’, ‘jaher’, ‘ji’,
‘jahar’, are seen in Caryapada and the Ramayana of Madhava Kandali.

Conclusion

The foregoing contrastive analysis of the usage of case endings and the forms of
pronouns shows that the differences are more than the similarities between early Maithili
and Assamese Brajavali. However, the causes of a few similarities can be substantiated by
the opinions of Sukumar Sen and Kanika Tomar. According to them Brajabuli developed
from Avahattha. Sukumar Sen is the first one to establish this opinion. According to him
Avahattha is not a property of a particular region. It is a common asset of the Aryan
language and from this perspective it is the youngest standard literary Aryan language.
The medium of folk literature of the period from ninth century AD to fifteenth century AD
of the whole Aryabarta had been Avahattha. The literatures written by the Brahmin
pundits for the elite readers were in Sanskrit. However, the Buddhist and Jain writers
always preferred folk languages. The Sahajani Buddhists and the Nath-Yogis used the folk
Avahattha in their verses. The Brajabuli or the Brajavali used by the poets of the north-east
in their songs, poems and dramas were based on Avahattha. The comparison in terms of
phonology, morphology and vocabularies proves the veracity of this statement. Thus, it
can be concluded that Assamese Brajavali is a different language form than the early
Maithili.
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