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Abstract

This paper raises an important question why Mamngpeakers speaking English (MSSE) do
not have appropriate English pronunciation. Idenitified that a lack of adequate knowledge
of English sounds, L1 interference and other rdlategative transfers while speaking
contribute to this situatiormhis paper compares and investigates the diffeseheeveen the
RP (Received Pronunciation) English and Manipuniveis in order to explain why it is
difficult for Manipuri speakers to pronounce Enjgligowels.

Manipuri has only 12 vowels (6 pure vowels and phthiongs) whereas Standard British
English (RP) has 20 vowels (12 pure vowels and ghtdiongs). It has been found that
English long and short vowel pairs /i:/ and /i //3:/ and b/ , /u:/ and /u/ are substituted by
MSSE with their nearest available vowel sounds /ol , /u / respectively.

Manipuri has no phonemic contrast between longshadt vowels, so MSSE tends to under-
differentiate the distinction between the Englising and short vowel pairs. English
diphthongs / ai , au i / are almost identical to Manipuri diphthonfsi, au, oi/

respectively, and they are substituted with thelabi pure vowels in order to pronounce
English diphthongs / eiqu , b, & , ia /. It is observed that there are many vowels and
diphthongs available in English but these are woind in Manipuri. Similarly, there are
triphthongs in English but not in Manipuri. Thesentrastive features seem to be a great
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challenge to Manipuri speakers in their effort tg@re English vowels, diphthongs and
triphthongs.

Key words: English vowels Manipuri vowels, Manipuri speakers speaking English
(MSSE),RP (Received Pronunciation), vowels.

Introduction

Learning a Second Language (L2) is a lifelong psecand it is often a challenging
experience for L2 learners. English as a seconguiage has certain elements which hinder
the learner’s learning. One of these difficult tast for instance, is English vowels. English
vowel will be a problem because there are relativelv vowels in Manipuri and relatively
many vowels in English. Since Manipuri has only i@wels (6 pure vowels and six
diphthongs), each vowel covers more than one Hnghswel. So, Manipuri speakers
speaking English (hereafter MSSE) often misproneusieglish vowels by substituting them
with Manipuri vowels.

The discussion in this paper follows the Contrasthnalysis Hypothesis (CAH) and Error
Analysis framework, where two or more languagescarapared in order to determine what
needs to be learned and what should not be acquir@gecond language learning situation.
This analysis is based on a theory of second lagegyaaquisition that claims that the major
source of error in learners’ production and reaeptdf a second language is the native
language (Gass and Selinker.2001). The approadboofrastive Analysis (CA) seeks to
predict learner errors by identifying the linguistlifferences between their Native Language
and the Target Language.

Lado (1957) formulated the Contrastive Analysis bijyesis (CAH) on the basis of this
assumption:

...the student who comes into contact with a foréggrguage will find some
features of it quite easy and others extremelyatiff. Those elements that are
similar to his Native Language will be simple famh and those elements that
are different will be difficult.

CAH suggests that difficulties in acquiring a nesedond) language are derived from the
differences between the new language and the néirg® language of a language learner.
That is to say, identifying the differences wowdd to a better understanding of the potential
problems that a learner of the particulari@uld face. Structurally different areas of the two
languages involved would result in interference.

The principal barrier to a second language acgoisis the interference of the learners first
language system into the second language systeaijsthinterference or negative transfer
takes place whenever the habits of the native agguspeakers differ from those of the
speakers of the target language. Therefore, atgameand structural comparison of the two
languages in question, would enable people to greaid analyse the problems.
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Although this might not be the only reason why heais make errors in their production, this
article posits that Contrastive Analysis could @dva part of the problems that Manipuri
speakers have in pronouncing English vowels.

Background

It is usual to divide all speech sounds into twoddk categories — vowels and consonants. In
the production of vowels the air comes out freéiptigh the mouth. There is no closure of
the air —passage and no narrowing of the passagievtiuld cause audible friction. All other
sounds are called consonants. They are distingliisben each other by the way the vocal
tract is modified by lips and tongue, which alsodifies the sound produced. (Meyer 2005).

Linguists in general define a vowel as a speecinédq@uoduced without a constriction of the
vocal tract sufficient to produce a closure or aieliriction. (Keith et al. 2006). A vowel is a
sound made when the impedance of the air througlvaleal tract is minimal and the vocal
tract is completely open (Tim 2007).

Vowels can be classified according to tongue heftitat is, whether the body of the tongue
is high or low), front or back vowels (that is, vitwer the front or the back of the tongue is
raised) and the shape of the mouth (that is, whetteelips are rounded or spread) (Roach
1991:14).

» Classification of tongue positions for vowels:-

FRONT CENTRAL BACK
CLOSE
HALF-CLOSE
HALF-OPEN N
OPEN
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Cardinal vowels: One of a series of vowel sounds, not taken from specific languages,
having a characteristics tongue- position and defined acoustic qualities; to be used for
comparison with vowels in different languages. &knDaniel 2001). “Cardinal vowels
(CVs) are not the vowels of any particular langyaget are systematically established,
language independent, universal reference vow€latf¢rd 2001).

* The tongue positions of the cardinal vowels

FRONT KERAL BACK
i ® U
e e O

e ® D

a ®a

English Vowels

English has 12 pure vowels or monophthongs andp8tldongs. (Aslam and Kak 2007).
Monophthongs are pure vowels and diphthongs adénglivowels. A vowel that does not
change in quality may be called a monopthong ammhtbdongs are vowel sounds that
combine two separate sounds into a single unbrakemd. Jones (2001) defines, ‘pure
vowel as ‘a vowel (during which the organs of sgeeemain approximately stationary) in
contradiction to a ‘diphthong’ (during which thegans of speech perform a clearly
perceptible movement). There are twelve pure voweish are of special importance for the
foreign learners of English. They are:

[ii,i,e,eeq ,2,2.,U,U A,2 ,9/

There are 20 vowel sounds in Standard British Ehgl{[RP). Twelve of these are
monopthongs, that is, pure vowel sound, and eightghthongs.(Bloomer et al., 2005).
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The 12 ‘pure’ vowels are /i: ,i, e, a&:,0,0:,U, U: »,2:,a/and 8 diphthongs are /ei, ali,
ol ,ou, au, d, &, W) .The ‘pure’ vowels are further divided into 7 stheowel (i, e, &9, U, a,
o) and 5 long vowels (i:g: ,2: , u: ,2:)

FRONT CENTRAL BACK

c

@
a

a

Of the above-mentioned important vowel soundsteigh, i, e, a& a:,a,2:,9) have
spread or neutral lips, while foura( 2: , u, u: ) have various degrees of lip- rounding.

We have discussed the vowels of Standard Britistpli&n (RP) which has 20 basic vowel
phonemes: 12 ‘pure’ vowels (/i:,i,e, &,0,0.,U, U. a,a:,a/)and 8 diphthongs (/ei,
ai oi,ou, au, d, e, Ww)

Manipuri Vowels
Let us start by describing the general charactesisf Manipuri vowels.
Manipuri makes use of twelve vowels in its sounstamy in which six are pure vowels. They
are,/i,ep, a, 0, u/and the six diphthongs are / &i, up, ai , au,au /.
The chart 1 given below shows 6 pure vowels,d j3,a,0,u/.

High front, high back, mid front, central mid, nbdck, low central. (Chelliah 1997;
Yashwanta 2000)

Chart 1: Manipuri vowels
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Chelliah (1997); Yashawang29(0)

Front| Central Back
High i U
Mid e 2 O
Low a

Whereas another (chart 2) given in D.N.S BhattMr®. Ningomba (1997) shows 6 pure
vowels. The position ofd / is given in the high central position. Regardihig position of
/ o / we would agree with Chelliah (1997) and Yashaa&a(2000).

Chart 2: Manipuri vowels

D.N.S Bhatt and M.S. Ningomthag7)

Distribution of Manipuri Vowels

All the six Manipuri vowels can occur in the thigasitions that is, initially, medially and
finally. Examples

Initial
Manipuri English
lil iroy buffalo’
lel enga ‘curry’
4l ani ‘two’
lal ad ‘there’
/ol ok ‘pig’
lul u ‘tree’
Medial
lil hik ‘loe’s
lel ucek ‘bird’
3l dn ‘wealth’
lal hame ‘goat’
lo/ kok ‘head’
lul nu ‘stone’
Final
lil hi ‘boat’
lel ce ‘paper’
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3/ pib ‘to give’

la/ na ‘ear’
o/ mo ‘cow’
lu/ hu ‘poison’

Comparison between English and Manipuri Vowels
English vowels li,i.,e,e@e,a ,0,0,U;,Uumn,a,a/
Manipuri vowels  /i,e,o,a,o0,u/

Vowel substitutions

Many English vowel sounds are narrowed and merdett\gome are split up to fit into the
Manipuri vowel sounds. They are shown below:

English Vowels Manipuri Weels
1. &
i
[
2. e
e
&
3. 9
o]
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u

u

5. 4
a)

)
a

6. a
a)
a

7.2

We see from the above diagram that English longstuodt vowels /i:/ and /i/ pi/ and b/ ;
/u:/ and /u/ are merged into the Manipuri phonerhg/d/ ; /u/ respectively while
pronouncing. And English vowels//and 4/ are merged into single Manipuri vowel /
while, English voweld:/ and 4:/ are split into Manipuri vowels /a/ and in both the cases.
From the comparison of vowel phonemes of Bhglvith their substituted forms by
MSSE, it becomes clear that the vowel phorsemie English are accommodated by
MSSE into the limited vowel sound system foumanipuri.

The important differences between the vowel systeinisiglish and Manipuri are:

(1) Manipuri has only one phonem# torresponding to English// /o/
(2) Manipuri has one phoneme /o/ corresponding to Bhdl, /o:/
(3) Manipuri has only one phoneme /i/ correspondingnglish /i: /, /i/
(4) Manipuri has only one phoneme /u/ correspondinghéu: /
(5) Manipuri has two phonemes /and /a/ corresponding to Englistv/
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(6) Manipuri has two phonemes &nd /a/ corresponding to Engligh//

(7) Manipuri speakers substitute English /ee/ with Manige/ because there is no /ae/
sound in Manipuri.

The substitution of English vowels with Manipuriwels while pronouncing by the MSSE
are illustrated in the following table along witkeenples:

Serial no. | English | Manipuri English English Manipuri
phonemes| substitution| words sound sounds
1. I [ see Si: Si
[ bit bit bit
e e bed bed bed
2.
& cat ceet cet
o) o] dog g dog
3.
0. organ 2:gon
organ
4. u book buk buk
u
u: food fu:d fut
5. A 2 cup kap kop
2]
earn a:n arn
6. a fast fa:st rﬁﬁs
a: 9 a:fta(r) op tar
after
7. o a earn an arn/arn
9
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Some Major Problems

Some of the more major vowel problems which MSS&ha acquiring a mastery of spoken
English may be conveniently discussed in the redainf this paper.

leel > lel
Many MSSE are unaware of the major difference betwe/ and /e/. That is, the lips are
more open for /ee/ than for /e/. Therefore, the Bhglowel /ee/ is substituted by Manipuri

vowel /el.

Replacement of the open vowel /ae/ by the Manimiriront vowel by MSSE when it occurs
in initial position:

The following examples show the replacement oflishgyowel /ge/ by Manipuri /e/.

English words RP Manipuri
apple aepl eplp
absent a&ebsent ebsen
atom a&ebm etom
animal aeniml eniml/n
active aektiv ektip

Language learners from Chinese, Japanese, TaiwdDesdian, Hungarian, German,
Portuguese, Russian, Swedish, Dutch, and Persarstliggle in pronouncing the English
vowel /ee/. They tend to use the sound availabtedm, /e / instead of /e / in words like
‘man.’ /maen / is pronounced as /memw{y.binternet.com/~ted.power/I1all.html)

Replacement of the open vowel /ee / by the Manifsant vowel /e / is also there, when the
open vowel occurs in middle position. Howeversito be noted that the sound /ae/ does not
occur finally.

English words RP Manipuri
sand seend sen
lamp leemp lem
hang hag he
bag baeg bek
man maen men

Replacement of English vowels /e / and /ae / by amimid-front vowel /e /:

In English /e/ is a front vowel (intermediate beténéalf-close and half —open), and /ee/ is a
front vowel (between half-open and open).Theseuwawels are substituted by Manipuri mid
front vowel /e / while pronouncing. The contrastseind between English vowels /e/ and
/el is a challenging for MSSE to distinguish thge English vowels both in comprehension
Language in Indi&zww.languageinindia.com

11:6 June 2011

Sujeta B. (Research Scholar) and N. Pramodini, Ph.D

Understanding Problems in Learning English VowsgidManipuri Speakers




and production. Due to the lack of phonemic contrasweend/ and /ee/ vowels, MSSE tend

to have difficulties distinguishing in some wordrgasubstituting with their nearest possible
sound /e /.

Examples
English | English | Manipuri | English | English | Manipuri
words | sounds | sounds | word sounds | sounds
bet bet bet bat Beet bet
set set set sat Seet set
fed fed fed fad Feed fed
pen pen pen pan Paen pen
bend bend ben band Baend ben
men men men man Maen men
said sed sed sad Seed sed

lel versus /ee/ minimal pairs

bet bat
set sat
fed fad
pen pan
men man
said sad

lo:/ > laland b/

Many MSSE may pronounce the central vowel &s 4 / and /a /. In Manipuri there is no
vowel phoneme which has the same quality as Englishirhe Manipuri mid central vowel

/o I and low central vowel /a / are the nearest simibwel to 4:/ and may cause interference
in learning 4:/.

In their effort to approximate the articulationkrglish 4:/, the MSSE are likely to transfer
the nearest similar native vowel//and /a / into English speech.

Replacement of the central vowel / by/a / and 4 / when it occurs in initial position:

Examples:
English words RP Manipuri
earn a:n arn /arn
earth 2.6 aort /art
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Replacement of the central vowel / by /a / andd / the MSSE when it occurs in medial
position:

Examples:
English words RP Manipuri
work wa:k wark
girl ol ol
shirt Jo:t st
bird bo:d ot
hurt ho:t brt
germ dzo:m zarm
heard ho:d hard

Replacement of the central vowel//by /a/ and d/ the MSSE when it occurs in final
position:

Examples:
English words RP Manipuri
fur fo: o
her ho: har 8n
Sir : saus

MSSE mostly uses/ or /a/ in place of Englisky/. But they tend to retain /r/ sound for those
words whered:/ occurs in final position.

Il >131

English phonemex/is a central vowel, between half-open and openligs are neutral. This
vowel does not occur finally .MSSE substitutemostly with mid central voweb/ sound.
Like the sound /ee/, the sound does not occur in the final position in English.

Replacement of the central vowel by the central voweb/ by the MSSE when it occurs in
initial position:

Examples:
English words RP Mapuri
uncle Akl ankal /-n
ugly gli agli
unfit Anfit anfit
other AOD odar/acbr
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Replacement of the central vowel / by the Manipuri central vowesd / when it occurs in

medial position:

Examples:

English words RP avipuri
cut kat kt
blood bhd bt
country kantri antri
bus s ds
son an A
come lam am

But in some casesy/is also pronounced as /a/. For examples, wokds ‘Ibther’ Ada/
becomes /ag/ or hdar/ , ‘mother’/mroa/ becomes /mad /, ‘one’ /wan/ becomes /wan/ etc.

la: /> /3l or /a/

The English open back vowety: // is substituted with mid- central vowel br with central
/al by the MSSE while pronouncing it. In generlag English open back vowei:/ and the

Manipuri b/ are almost the same, though the quality andethgth may be different. Some
examples are given below:

Replacement of the open back vowel//by the central vowels/ or /a / by the MSSE when
it occurs in initial position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
after a:fta(r) op™ter
argue a.gju: argu
archive a:kaiv arkaip
artist a:tist ortis/ artis

Replacement of the open back vowel//by the central vowels/ or /a / when it occurs in
medial position:

Examples:

English words MR Manipuri
garden ga:dn gden /garden
fast fa:st pis/glas
class kKla:s kis/klas
pass pa:s Js/pas
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Replacement of the open back vowel//by the central vowel /a / followed by the prowmt
/r/ sound along with it when it occurs in final gam:

Examples:
English words RP Manipuri
zar 3adr) zar
car ka:(r) kar
tar ta:(r) tar
bar ba:(r) bar
sl > lel or b/

When b/ occurs in initial position MSSE tend to pronouiitogither with their nearest
possible sound mid-centra¥ for mid-front /e/. But whero/ occurred in medial position they
tend to substitute and pronounce with the mid-frawel /e/ only, instead of Englisi//
When b/ occurs in final position, then MSSE tends to namce it as mid-centrad//

Replacement of the central vowel by either /e / ord/ by the MSSE when it occurs in
initial position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
again agen efen
account okaunt ekaun
alarm ola:m elm
alive olaiv elaip
attempt otempt efem

Replacement of the central vowel/ /by /e / when it occurs in medial position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
canal koneel kenen/-I
company Ankponi kmpeni
tunnel tanal dnen/I
final fainol Painen/|
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Replacement of the central vowel by b / when it occurs in final position:
Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
drama a:dno dromo
centre senb sent
collar kolo kot
china tfaino ano

Long and short vowel pairs
fizland /il , b:/and b/ , /u:/ and /u/ are long and short vowel pawr&nglish. Where /i:/,

/il are front vowels ;df and b:/ and /u/ /u:/ are back vowels. Manipuri has n@rEmic
contrast between long and short vowels, so MSS# temunder-differentiate the distinction

between the long and short vowel pairs and tensutzstitute with their nearest available
vowel sounds.
Similarly, Macedonian does not differentiate betwtmg and short vowels. (Natasha 2006)

lil>lil

The English short vowel /i/ is almost the same Wiidnipuri front vowel/i/. Therefore,
MSSE do not face any difficulty while pronouncing i

Replacement of the long vowel /i / by the availddinipuri front vowel sound /i / when it
occurs in initial position:

Examples :
English words RP Mapuri
igloo iglu: iglu
image imick imez
electric ilektrik ilektrik
eleven iliven ibben

Replacement of the long vowel /i / by the availddi@nipuri front vowel sound /i / when it
occurs in medial position:

English words RP Manipuri
fit fit fit
rich rif ric
king Kiy i
dish df dis
village vilids tiles
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Replacement of the long vowel /i / by the availddi@nipuri front vowel /i / when it occurs

in final position:

English words RP
sunday sandi
pretty priti
heavy hevi
city siti

fi:f >l

Manipuri

ande
priti
hevi
siti

There is no long vowel /i:/ in Manipuri as therents phonemic contrast between long and
short vowels pairs. Therefore, MSSE tend to sulistiti:/ with their available vowel /i/.

Examples:

Replacement of the long vowel /i:/ by the availaidi@nipuri short vowel sound /i / lilie

MSSE when it occurs in initial position:

Examples:

English words RP
east I:st
eat it
easy i:Zi
easter i:Sb/r

Manipuri

ist

it

izi
isr

Replacement of the long vowel /i:/ by the Manipaitort vowel sound /i / when it occurs in

medial position:

Examples:

English words RP
even i-vn
people pi:pl
leaf li:f
meet mi:t
heap hi:p
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Replacement of the long vowel /i:/ by the Manighort vowel sound /i /when it occurs in

final position:
Examples:
English words
tree
see

key
bee

Due to the lack of phonemic contrast between lohayid short/i/ vowels. MSSE tend to have

RP

 tri
. Si
Ki:
bi:

difficulties distinguishing word pairs such as:

Manipuri

tri
Si
Ki
bi

English| English| Manipuri | English| English| Manipuri
word sounds| sounds | word sounds | sounds
eat it it it it it
feel fil fil fill fil p"il
field fi:id fil filled fild p"il
sleep | sli:p selip/islip | slip slip slip/islip
cheap |tfi;p cip chip | tlip cip
bead | bi:d bid bid bid bit
heels | hi:lz hils/hins | hills hilz hils
sheep |Ji:p sip ship | Jip sip
keen ki:n kin kin kin kin
seat siit sit sit sit sit

li:/ il

eat it

heels hills

sheep ship

keen kKin

seat sit

feel fill

field filled
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sleep slip
cheap chip
bead bid

In the same manner, some Assamese, Bengali, BHiadj, Gujarati, Marathi, and Oriya
speakers in India do not always maintain the dittin between /i:/ and /i / . They replace /i:/
by /i / (Bansal and Harrison 2003).

ul > lul

Manipuri back vowel /u/ is similar to English shedwel /u/. Therefore MSSE do not face
any difficulty while pronouncing. It occurs only medial position. Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
book buk buk
put put put
wool wud wul/n
good gud gut
could kud kut
woman umsn wumen
push py pus

fu:/ >/ul

There is no /u:/ long back vowel in Manipuri. THere, MSSE substitute it with their nearest
/u/ sound while pronouncing it.

In similar way, some Bengali and Bihari Hindi speakreplace /u/ instead of /u:/ (Bansal,
and Harrison 2003)

Replacement of the long back vowel /u:/ by the laléé Manipuri short vowel sound /u/ by
the MSSE when it occurs in initial position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
ooze u:z uz

Replacement of the long back vowel /u:/ by the labé Manipuri short vowel sound /u /
when it occurs in medial position:

Examples:
English words RP Manipuri
cool ku:l kul
food fu:d od
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noon

pool

nu:n
pu:l

nun

pul/n

Replacement of the long back vowel /u:/ by the labée Manipuri short vowel /u / when it

occurs in final position:

Examples:

English words

Z00
who
blue

RP

ZuU:
hu:
blu:

Manipuri

Zu
hu
blu

Replacing long /u:/ with short /u/ sound leadsdafasion in the MSSE. Some of the word

pairs are as follows:

fu:l lul

foot  foot

fool  full

pool  pull
English| English| Manipuri | English| English| Manipuri
word sounds | sounds | word sounds | sounds
food | fud p'ut foot fut p'ut
fool fu:l p'ul full ful p'ul
pool | fu:l p'ul pull pul pul

lal > /ol

Due to the lack of the exact counterpart for thd back rounded vowebl, MSSE replace
o/ with their nearest sound /o/. Like the sounddeel A/, /o/ does not occur in the final

position in English.

Replacement of the back rounded vovsél by the nearest Manipuri back vowel /o/thg
MSSE when it occurs in initial position:

Examples:

English words

often

RP

ofn(o:fn)
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off off(a:f) op

Replacement of the back rounded voveél by the nearest Manipuri back vowel /o/thg
MSSE when it occurs in medial position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
dog dog dog
long loy lp
solid slid solit
shop fop sop

Similarly, Korean students have difficulty in pramzing the voweld/, as it does not exist in
Korean. Korean speakers substitute the Koreamrat.f{(Cho Byung—Eun 2004)

[2:1 > /ol

Due to the lack of back long vowel/ MSSE substitute it with their /o/ sound while
pronouncing.

Replacement of the back long vowel /, by the nearest Manipuri back vowel /o/thg
MSSE when it occurs in initial position:

Examples:
English words RP Manipuri
all ol ol
ought ot ot
orphan o:fon otan
organ 2:gon organ
order a:da(r) oglr)

Replacement of the back long vowel /, by the nearest Manipuri back vowel /o/ when it
occurs in medial position:

Examples:
English words RP Manipuri
short [ot sort
lawn lo:n lon
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form fo:m phom

Replacement of the back long vowel /, by the nearest Manipuri back vowel /o/ when it
occurs in final position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
saw 2:S SO
floor flo: phlor
door o.d dor
raw aor ro

Unavailability of long voweld/ leads to confusion with some pairs of words like:

English | English| Manipuri | English| English | Manipuri
word sounds | sounds | word sounds | sounds

caught | ko:t Kot Cot kot Kot

From all the above examples, we can say that MS3ikely to transfer their own /i/ to
replace both/i:/ and /i/ , their own /o/ to replduh b:/ and b/ , and their own /u/ to replace

both /u:/ and/u/. In the same way they fail to mtleenecessary phonemic distinction
between each set of long and short vowels whentikay spoken English.

This apparently helps us in explaining why MSSHl fitnhard to distinguish the long and
short vowel contrasts in English. Depending onvittlial learners, some may use a short
vowel for a long one; still others may pronounaswel sound which is somewhat in
between the long and short vowels when pronouraiirygof these sounds.

Diphthong

Diphthong is defined as “A union of two vowels pooimced in one syllable...” (Tim 2007).
Diphthongs are “sounds which consists of a moveraegtide from one vowel to another”
(Roach 1991). Diphthongs in English, according aoléfoeged (2001) are sounds that “have
a change in vowel quality during the course ofdyléable”, and are counted as single vowel
units.

In RP, there are eight diphthongs. They are /ebiabu, au, b, e, /.

In Manipuri there are six diphthongs: / & pi, ui,au, au, /.

Examples:
fai/ mai ‘face’
foi / bi ‘flower’
loi / khoi ‘bee’
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lui/ khuib  ‘wrinkle’
fau / mu ‘woman’
lau/ pau ‘news’

Based on the analysis of the data we have stuilisdfound that there are six diphthongs in
Manipuri. MSSE to substitute some of the Engligbhtlhongs with their vowel sounds. For
example, English diphthongsu/ in words like, ‘flow'/flou/ is replaced with Manipuri vowel
Jo/ and MSSE tend to pronounce it a$dp

Diphthong Substitution

English diphthongs Manipuri pure vowels

ei e
au o]
b o(r)
® e
3 i.ja
Manipuri diphthongs
ai ai
oi oi
au au

The substitution of English diphthongs done the MSSE are illustrated in the
following table with examples:

English | Manipuri | English English Manipuri
phoneme substitution| words sounds sounds
Ei e came keim kem
Al ai night nait nait
oi Oi boil boil boil
ou 0 flow flou dlo
Au au house haus haus
I ) dear (073 diyar
€ jar/ e air/aeroplanees/esroplein | ijar/eroplen
uo o(r) poor pa po(r)
leil > el

Every English diphthong /ei/ is substitutedthvivowel /e/ sound by the MSSE as there
is no /ei/ sound in their phonological system.Ha same manner, the problem of substituting
the pure vowel /e/ for the diphthong /ei/ is alaodd by the Cantonese speakers. (Chan and
David 2000).
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Replacement of the diphthong /ei/ by the front violeé bythe MSSE when it occurs in
initial position:

Examples:
English words RP Manipuri
age eids es
agent eicgont egen(t)

Replacement of the diphthong /ei/, by the front gbsound /e / bthe MSSE when it occurs
in medial position:

Examples:

English words MR Manipuri
came keim kem
great greit gret
table teibl teld-n
game geim gem
late leit let
face feis "es

Replacement of the diphthong /ei/, by the fronvgbsound /e / bthe MSSE when it occurs
in final position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
day dei de
play plei ple
clay klei kle

Similar problem is also found among Thai, Japan@seman, Swedish speakers. They
pronounce /ei/ in words like ‘late’/leit/ as /e/‘lat’.
(www.binternet.com/~ted.power/I1all.html-)

lai /> /ail

Manipuri has /ai/ sound in their phonological stawe. Thus, MSSE tend to substitute
English diphthong / ai / with their nearest simi\danipuri diphthong /ai /. Therefore, MSSE
do not face much difficulty while pronouncing thdseglish words that have /ai/ sound.
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Replacement of the diphthong /ai /, by the Maniplyshthong /ai / using the available
similar sound byhe MSSE, when it occurs in initial position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
eye ai ai
island iload ailen
ice ais ais
either aioo atl

Replacement of the diphthong /ai /, by the Manipiphthong /ai / sound when it occurs in
medial position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
time taim taim
night nait nait
find faind Tain
kind kaind kain
nice nais nais

Replacement of the diphthong /ai / by the Maniplyshthong /ai / when it occurs in final
position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
fly flai "tai
buy bai bai
shy [ai sai
cry krai krai

/il > [oil

Manipuri has /oi/ sound in their phonological sture. Thus, they tend to substitute the
English diphthongof/ with their available similar sound /oi/ whilegouncing.
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Replacement of the diphthong / by the Manipuri diphthong /oi / bihhe MSSE when it
occurs in initial position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
oil ail oil
oilfield ailfi old oilphil
oilseed oilsi:d oilsit

Replacement of the diphthong /, by the Manipuri diphthong /oi / when it occunsmedial
position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
point oipt poin
coin koin koin
soil il soil/-n
noise iz nois
boil boil boil

But when this /oi/ sound occurs in the final pasitof the words, it changes into /oy/ sound.

Examples:
English words RP Manipuri
boy oib boy
toy bi toy
coy koi koy
joy (051 zoy
fau/ > [o/

Due to the lack of English diphthongu// in Manipuri, MSSE substitute th&u// sound with
their available vowel /o/.
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Replacement of the diphthongu// sound by the vowel /o/, the available neasesilar
sound, bythe MSSE when it occurs in the initial position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
old auld old
over auve' dbr
own aun on

Replacement of the diphthongu// sound by the vowel /o/, the available nearesilar
sound, when it occurs in medial position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
boast oust bos(t)
coat kout kod(t)
coast koust kos(t)

Replacement of the diphthongu// sound, by the vowel /o/, the available neasastlar
sound, when it occurs in the final position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
low aul lo
slow atsl islo
flow o "o
go aug go

lau/ >/au/

MSSE tend to substitute English diphthong / authwheir nearest similar Manipuri
diphthong /au /. Therefore, MSSE do not face muffltadlty while pronouncing those
English words that have /au / sound.

Replacement of the English diphthong /au /, byMlagipuri diphthong /au /, the available
similar sound, byhe MSSE when it occurs in initial position:
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Examples:
English words RP Manipuri
out aut aut

Replacement of the English diphthong /au /, byMlagipuri diphthong /au /, the available
similar sound, when it occurs in medial position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
house haus haus
town taun taun
loud laud laut
shout Jaut saut

Replacement of the English diphthong /au /, byMlagipuri diphthong /au /, the available
similar sound, when it occurs in final position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
now nau nau
how hau hau
cow kau kau

lia | > li.ja/

Manipuri lacks English diphthongsa/isound, so they replace it with their sound /i/-ja
sound. While pronouncing English diphthohg, the first vowel is front vowel /i/ and the
second vowel isal. In order to pronounce this English diphthongg, /IMSSE tend to
substitute the first front vowel /i/ with their dlable similar vowel /i/ and then break the
diphthong into a syllable,. After the syllable isoguced, then the second vowel of the
diphthong 4 /is replaced by the semi-vowel /y/ and followedlbw central /a/ along with
prominent /r/ sound when pronounce by the MSSE.

Replacement of the English diphthong /, by the Manipuri sound /i —ja(r)/, the available
similar sound byhe MSSE when it occurs in initial position:

Examples:
English words RP Manipuri

ear a(r) i.jar
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earing arimy i.jarin

Replacement of the English diphthong /, by the Manipuri sound /i.ya(r)/, the available
similar sound byhe MSSE when it occurs in medial position:

Examples:
English words RP Manipuri
beard Joi bi.jart
serious oreis seri.jas

Replacement of the English diphthong / by the Manipuri sound /i.ja(r)/, the available
similar sound, followed by the prominent /r/ solnydhe MSSE when it occurs in the final
position:

Examples:
English words RP Manipuri
dear oi di.jar
gear gio gi.jar
near 2 Ni ni.jar
beer 2 bi bi.ar

leal > [i.ja/ and /e/

Manipuri lacks English diphthongso/esound, so they replace these with their sougdr/i.
and /e/ sound while pronouncing. In English diphtpa/, the first vowel is front vowel /e/
and the second vowel is//In order to pronounce the English diphthong,/MSSE tend to
substitute the first vowel /e/ with their vowel dind then break the diphthong into syllable,
and after the syllable is produced then the sewomek! of the diphthongo/ is replaced by
the semi-vowel /y/ and followed by low central #&dng with prominent /r/ sound when
pronounced by the MSSE.

Replacement of the diphthong fesound, by the sound /i.yar/ or vowel /e/ theilawte
similar sound byhe MSSE when it occurs in initial position are:

English words RP Manipuri
air se l.jar
airbag ebeeg i.jar.bek
airport epo:t i.jar.pot
aeroplane araplein e.ro.plen
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aerial eorial e.ri.jel/-n

But when /e/ occurs in the initial position in some words sttends to be pronounced as /e/
sound.

Examples:
‘aerial’ /esrial / as /erijel /; ‘aeroplane’ desplein / as /eroplen / by the Manipuri learners due
to their habit of pronouncing words according tormciation of the letters. This is a very

prominent interference from L1.

Replacement of the diphthong fesound, by the sound /i.jar /, the available Ensound,
by the MSSE when it occurs in medial position:

English words RP Manipuri
daring odg di.jani
caring okig ki.jan
raring el ri.jan

Replacement of the diphthong/sound, by the sound /i.yar/, the available simstzund,
followed by the prominent /r/ sound when it occuréinal position:

English words RP Manipuri
dare ole di.jar
care ol ci.jar
share fes(r) si.jar
rare o(irg ri.jar

lual > [o/

MSSE tend to substitute English diphthong Auith their nearest vowel /o/ sound followed
by the prominent /r/ sound. This diphthong /uunlike the previous diphthongs, does not
occur in initial position.

Replacement of the diphthongd usound, by the pure vowel /o/ soundtbhg MSSE when it
occurs in medial position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
gourd adu go(nd
surely Juoli sio(n)ly
poorly puwli po(nNly
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Replacement of the diphthongd uisound, by the diphthong /or/ soundtbg MSSE when it
occurs in the final position:

Examples:

English words RP Manipuri
cure Kju kiyo(r)
poor opu po(r)
tour atu to(r)
sure Juo sio(r)
your aju yo(r)

Triphthongs

Triphthong is defined as “A vowel perceived audiyoas a sequence of three segments in
which there are two changes of quality and thattions as a single phoneme”; for example,
[aud] in ‘shower’ in Received Pronunciation (Brown Kegt al., 2006) .

According to Varshney (2004) the diphthongs /eil, fou/, /au/ may be followed by the
vowel A/ within a word for example, ‘player’ /pl€f. These glides are called triphthongs.

Unlike English, Manipuri has no triphthongs. Theref MSSE tend to struggle with it while
pronouncing those English words that have triphgfsan it.

If the second vowel of the triphthong is back vowe] then this vowel of the vowel
sequence of the triphthong is replaced by the senvel /w/ and followed bys/ along with
prominent /r/ sound in the pronunciation of the NES& evident in the following examples:

when/au/ followed by/a/.

Examples are:

English words RP Manipuri
tower tau ta.or
power pau pa.s
shower [aw' saav
lower tau la.wr
flower flalu Ha.wor
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when/au/ followed by/a/
English word RP Manipuri
slower oBb' slo.ar
If the second vowel of the triphthong is front vaig then this vowel of the vowel
sequence of the triphthong is replaced by the sewel /y/ and followed bys/ along with

prominent /r/ sound while pronouncing by the MSSEew@ident in the following examples:

/ai/ followed by b/

Examples:

English words RP afipuri
dryer drai draof
tyre dai taof
wire wai waof
fire fai phajj
higher Hai hajj
hire Hai hajj
tire dai tanj
desire dizai de.zj
admire odmab’ ed.mbj
buyer Yai bavjj

/eil followed by b/

Examples:
English words RP Manipuri
player plei pleay
layer dei laoy

/5i/ followed by A/
English word RP Manipuri

employer imypd’ em.ploof
Since there are no triphthongs in Manipuri, MSSEslkel while pronouncing it. From the
above given examples it is seen that in order domq@unce English triphthongs, they tend to
break the words into syllables, and the sound fiblédws is pronounced as a semi-vowel
either ‘w’ or ‘j” and the unit ends up with the pnnent ‘r' sound while pronouncing.
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Conclusion

In summary, we can conclude that the pronunciatioistakes arise from the sound
differences and their distributional patterns inniparri and English. Many English vowels
and diphthongs are narrowed, merged and alsogplibto two, to fit in the phonology of

Manipuri. Since Manipuri has only 12 vowels (outwdfich 6 pure vowels), each pure vowel
covers more than one English vowel. As a result EI®&en mispronounce English vowels
by substituting them with Manipuri vowels. Unliken@ish, Manipuri lacks long and short
vowel distinction and therefore all the long andrslEnglish vowel pairs /i, ig, o, u, u:/ are

substituted by Manipuri vowels /i/, /o/, Iul.

Manipuri mid front vowel /e/ substitutes Englist, lge/ and many other vowel substitutions
take place. There are eight major diphthongs inli&mdput only six of them are available in
Manipuri. Therefore, MSSE have problems in attiting certain diphthongs and tend to
replace them by nearest pure vowels. Formestahe pure vowel /e/ and /o/ substitute the
English diphthongs /ei/ andu/ respectively. Similarly, central diphthongs//and /w/ do

not exist in Manipuri, so interestingly, the fidiphthong /e/ is separated into two syllables
as /i.ja/ and /o is replaced by /o/. Acquiring English triphthonfigs MSSE is a demanding
task as triphthongs are completely absent in Manipdll these suggest that it is a
challenging task for MSSE to acquire those Enghshwvels and diphthongs which are
unavailable in Manipuri and even more so with ttiqgmgs.
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