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5.2.6 Honorific Singular

There are separate suffixes to denote singular honorific

in the third person. 1In old Tamil, the suffixes such as -t

—

-a:ir, —o:r, —pa, etc. were used as honorific suffixes, In the

— ee—

modern Tamil also —-air and a:rka% are used as honorific surfixes,

—

appa: to:ttattukku po:yirukka:r/po:yirukkasmka
'father has gone to the farm'

appa: to:ttattukku posra:r/posras:nka
'father goes to the farm'

appa: to:ttattukku posvasr/posvainka

"father will go to the farm'

5.2.7 Non-HEuman Singular

When non~human singular nouns occur as subject in a sentence,
then the predicate will have a non~human singular marker. If it
is plural, then plural—sufix will be used. Tolkappiar cites

suffixes such as -tu and ru as singular non human suffixes, 1In

—— ——

old Tamil, —atu, -tu, -ru, ~-#, —-u, etc. were used to denote non-



