LANGUAGE IN INDIA

Strength for Today and Bright Hope for Tomorrow

Volume 18:7 July 2018
ISSN 1930-2940

Managing Editor: M. S. Thirumalai, Ph.D.
Editors: B. Mallikarjun, Ph.D.
Sam Mohanlal, Ph.D.
B. A. Sharada, Ph.D.
A. R. Fatihi, Ph.D.
Lakhan Gusain, Ph.D.
Jennifer Marie Bayer, Ph.D.
G. Baskaran, Ph.D.
L. Ramamoorthy, Ph.D.
C. Subburaman, Ph.D. (Economics)
N. Nadaraja Pillai, Ph.D.
Renuga Devi, Ph.D.
Soibam Rebika Devi, M.Sc., Ph.D.
Dr. S. Chelliah, M.A., Ph.D.
Assistant Managing Editor: Swarna Thirumalai, M.A.

Contents

Language in India www.languageinindia.com is included in the UGC Approved List of
Journals. Serial Number 49042.

Materials published in Language in India www.languageinindia.com are indexed in
EBSCOHost database, MLA International Bibliography and the Directory of Periodicals,
ProQuest (Linguistics and Language Behavior Abstracts) and Gale Research. The journal
is included in the Cabell’s Directory, a leading directory in the USA.

Articles published in Language in India are peer-reviewed by one or more members of the
Board of Editors or an outside scholar who is a specialist in the related field. Since the
dissertations are already reviewed by the University-appointed examiners, dissertations
accepted for publication in Language in India are not reviewed again.

This is our 18t year of publication. All back issues of the journal are accessible through
this link: http://languageinindia.com/backissues/2001.html

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 18:7 July 2018

Contents i


http://www.languageinindia.com/
http://www.languageinindia.com/
http://languageinindia.com/backissues/2001.html

C.P. Ajitha Sekhar, Ph.D. Research Scholar
Adversities of the Canadian Aborigines in Lee Maracle’s Writings

Ms. R. Kavitha and Adappatu Ancy Antony, M.Phil. Research Scholar
A Queer Reading in Leslie Feinberg’s Stone Butch Blues

Dr. Anshu Sailpar, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.
The Politics of (Re)naming in the Autobiographies of Amrita Pritam,
Kamala Das and Bama Faustina

Arpita Tripathy, M.A., M. Phil.

A Comparative Study About the Religion of Ancient Nepal and
India (4th Century A.D. To 8th Century A.D.) as Gleaned from
the Inscriptional Evidences

Dr. J. Arul Anand
The Malady Called Indifference in The Zoo Story

Dr. S. A. Shanavas and Basheer Ahmed Hamood Mufleh, Research Scholar
Incorporating Corpus Linguistics into ELT in MENA Countries:
Bridging the Gap

Dr. M. Eswara Rao, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.
Evolution of Campus Novel in India

Dr. Edward E. Dudek
Comprehending the Universal Through Culture Specifics -
An Analysis of Interpreting the Bible in Diverse Cultures

Dr. Olive Thambi and F. Gabriela Sabatini, Ph.D. Research Scholar
Negritude and the Ubiquity of Western Imperialism in
Ngugi’s Weep Not Child

M. Hamsalatha, M.A., M.Phil.
Excruciating Reparation and Justice: A Study of Sharankumar Limbale’s
The Outcaste

Harine G., M.Phil. Scholar
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and Diasporic Life in the Novel
What Lies Between Us by Nayomi Munaweera

Hema, Ph.D. Student
Morphological Causative Construction in Hindi:
Its Phonological Conditions and Limitations

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 18:7 July 2018

Contents i

10-15

16-22

23-33

34-40

41-49

50-57

58-74

75-81

82-86

87-92

93-106


http://www.languageinindia.com/

P. Kalaivelmani, Ph.D. Research Scholar
Resuscitation of Identity in Thakazhi Sivasankara Pillai’s Scavenger’s Son

Y. Kusuma Kumari, M.A., M.Phil., Research Scholar
The Unpredictability of Woman Psyche in Shashi Deshpande’s
In the Country of Deceit

Dr. Krishna Sankar Kusuma
Media, Technology and Protest: An Indian Experience

Manoranjan Oinam, M.A. in Linguistics, Ph.D. Research Scholar
Nativization of Biblical Names in Manipuri

Masilamani C.
A Study on Al Purdy’s Lament for the Dorsets as an Elegy of Unique and
Extinct Civilisation of the Dorsets

S. Nagendra and Dr. P. Sreenivasulu Reddy
Sarojini Naidu as a Poet of Nature

Nalini Saxena, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D. Research Scholar
From Rags to Riches: An Existentialist Journey of Balram Halwai in
Aravind Adiga’s The White Tiger

Nandini Saxena, Ph.D.
Cruel Dreams: Formation of Contemporary Theatre of Cruelty in
Edward Albee’s The American Dream

Dr. C. Raghavendra, Ph.D.
Hayavadana: A Perfect Example for Imperfect Lives

Dr. Rahulkumar Bhogilal Panchal, M.A., M.Phil., B.Ed., Ph.D.
From Periphery to Center: The theme of the Marginalized in
Seven Steps Around the Fire by Mahesh Dattani

Rajesh V. Basiya, Ph.D.
The Monster Is Alive: 200 Years of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein

Rohini M.M., MASLP and Dr. Binoy Shany, M.S., Ph.D.
Effect of Ageing on Pitch Pattern Sequence Test

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 18:7 July 2018

Contents iii

107-111

112-119

120-126

127-134

135-139

140-143

144-149

150-161

162-167

168-173

174-178

179-194


http://www.languageinindia.com/

Arambam Sadananda Singh
A Brief Note on Phrase Structure in Sukte

Saraswati Mishra, M.Phil.
Code Mixing in Nepali Language Spoken in Gangtok Town

Dr. Sarat Kumar Doley

Interpreting an ELT Course: Perspectives and Goals of Interweaving
Teaching of Culture and Teaching of Language Expressed by

L2 English Language Instructor

Dr. Sarat Kumar Doley
An Instructor’s Style of Questioning in an
Undergraduate L2 English Classroom in Assam

Sk. Shakila Bhanu, M.A. and Dr. Y. Suneetha
Mapping of Indian Writing in English with Historiography of British India

Dr. D. Shanmugam
Phonological Interference in Learning English through Tamil

S. Shibu, M.A., M.Phil.
Emergence of New Woman in Manju Kapur’s Difficult Daughters

Ms. R. Kavitha and Ms. Shilpa Sreekumar, M. Phil. Scholar
Ecocritical Perspective in Michelle Cohen Corasanti’s The Almond Tree

Dr. M. Srilakshmi and K. Jayasree
Teacher Designed Material Focusing on Integrated Skills Approach (ISA)
To Teach a Prose Lesson — An Empirical Study

Veerendra Patil. C., M.A., KSET, Research Scholar
Question of Women’s Identities in Githa Hariharan’s Fugitive Histories

S. Vinoth Kumar, Part-time Ph.D. Research Scholar and Dr. S. Ganesan

Portrayal of His Childhood and Adolescence in Select Writings of Elie Wiesel

Saif Ali Abbas
The Poetics of the Personal 'l':
Confessional Voice in Selected American Modernist Poems

AIGBEDO, Ighasere William, B.A., M.A.
A Socio-Cultural Linguistic Classification of Names in Edo

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 18:7 July 2018

Contents iv

195-204

205-210

211-216

217-222

223-230

231-235

236-241

242-246

247-253

254-257

258-265

266-276

277-284


http://www.languageinindia.com/

S. Sangeetha, M.A., M.Phil., B.Ed. and Dr. P. Santhi, Ph.D.
Developing Creative Consciousness Among Undergraduate Students in
English Classes

Sonali Ganguly, Research Scholar
Duiti Abhisapta Paribaar: Rewriting Wuthering Heights in Odia

Dr. S. Chelliah, M.A., Ph.D., D.Litt.
Shashi Deshpande’s Depiction of the Inner Struggles of
Modern New Women

B. Dharanya, Ph.D. Research Scholar and Dr. V.K. Saravanan
Using Advertisements in ESL Classroom as Authentic Material

Dr. Gautami Pawar, M.A., Ph.D.
Culture and Cultural Conflict in Betty Mahmoody’s
Not without My Daughter

Dr. C. Santhosh Kumar
Advertisement as a Language Learning Tool: An Experiment

Dr. V. Gnanaprakasam
Crumbled Voices of Marginalized Women in Mahasweta Devi’s Giribala

Mohammed Modhaffer and Dr. C. V. Sivaramakrishna
Grammatical Relations in Arabic Compound Words:
Evidence from Corpus-linguistics

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 18:7 July 2018

Contents \Y;

285-288

289-302

303-306

307-310

311-316

317-321

322-326

327-335


http://www.languageinindia.com/

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 Vol. 18:7 July 2018
India’s Higher Education Authority UGC Approved List of Journals Serial Number 49042

Adversities of the Canadian Aborigines in
Lee Maracle’s Writings

C.P. Ajitha Sekhar, Ph.D. Research Scholar

Lee Maracle
Courtesy: https://twitter.com/maraclelee

Abstract

Lee Maracle is a native Canadian writer, whose work deals with distress, sufferings and
dominances. She represents stories from her personal life and history. She expresses the opinion of
the troubled native Canadian’s subjugation in her works. The colonizer’s administration horribly
affected the Canadian native people in several ways. The native children, men and women
confronted innumerable problems. They led a vulnerable life. Gradually it affected the mental and
physical state of the native Canadian’s. This terrible existence sustained for many years. Maracle as a
personal target of colonialism brings out the unsuccessful life of the aboriginal people.

The trespassers thought their religion would enlighten the simple innocent native people. The
harmless natives were considered as a social nuisance in their own land. Maracle calls upon the
indigenous people to come to the forefront and talk. They should end up with invaders supremacy and
drive out them from their land. Maracle asserts that the Canadian aboriginals should no longer be a
passive listener and summons them to come to the main stream to give out their opinions.
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Introduction

The word adversity means an experience which assesses one’s tolerance and belief. Human
suffering is worldwide which befalls in every human being. In particular, the unlucky, racial and
spiritual minorities and women are generally observed as the ones to have undergone the greatest pain.

The present study focuses on the Canadian native woman writer Lee Maracle. Maracle was
born in 1950 in North VVancouver to her Salish father and Metis mother. She is a creative essayist, poet,
novelist and political analyst. She brings the life of native Canadians through her works. Her writings
convey the centuries old tales and tradition for new generation and replicate her hatred towards sexism,
racial discrimination and white cultural supremacy.

Maracle spent her childhood in a very poor neighborhood in North VVancouver. She dropped
out of her school and felt alienated from her own culture as well as an outsider in foreign culture. Later
she graduated from Simon Fraser University. She is an award-winning poet, a story teller and guardian
of many charity works. She was one of the first aboriginal writers to be printed in the beginning of
1970s. She was honoured with many awards, and currently the Professor of English at the University
of Toronto.

Advent of Trespassers

The arrival of European people marked a major revolution in the native’s life. These blameless
people were considered as a communal trouble in their own land. They were involuntarily got in
cooperated in the English main stream society. Millions of aboriginal people died and were murdered
at large. The native’s spirituality was looked upon as worthless and superstitious. Native spiritual
leaders were put in prison for practicing religious ceremonies.

The Canadian native Indians were always considered as slaves by the English people. They
were exposed to all kinds of cruelty and unfairness which led to the heavy loss of native’s tradition.
The native people were looked upon as wild creatures. The invaders thought that it was their duty to
civilize these simple innocent people.

The native Canadians who are in distraught condition get comfort through Maracle’s work. She
sets up of fictional and historic references which are fully understood only by a traditionalist who has
a wide knowledge on several Coat Salish cultures. Through her writings she attempts to integrate
European literary style and indigenous oral story telling methods.

Consequences of Subjugation

The most unpleasant thing the colonizers did was isolating the natives from their homeland.
They were transported to unproductive regions reserved by the whites. Consequently, the Canadian
aboriginals were starved to death. Darek Hunt in his article BIA’s “Impact on Indian Education” says
the method is like “Making apples” (4). It means altering the culture and faith of the natives to become
that of whites. But paradoxically the skin of native Indians always remains red.

Integration destroyed the intellectual and emotional health of the First Nation people. Many
young native Indians lost their jobs and committed suicide. Residential school children were ill-treated
and physically abused. Native women were raped at large. Their men became drunkards and lazy.
Aged people were not respected and thrown out of their houses.
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Native Indians and animals died of sickness. Nature got poisoned. Margret Atwood’s Survival
shares parallel theme of subjugation. Native people in Survival were denied doing farming and fishing
and thereby ensuring that the reserves would be “denied entry into the main stream of the agricultural
economy” (39). Europeans advance worsened the fertile land of the native people. The forest was
logged, and many buffalos were burnt. There were terrific amounts of death, famine, unemployment,
increase of diseases and violence.

Courtesy: https://www.amazon.com/Ravensong-Novel-Lee-
Maracle/dp/0889615977/ref=pd_lIpo_sbs_14 img_0? encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=ZFAQX8M
8APCINVMB8ONVR

Native Population Diminished

Maracle in her novel Ravensong states many of her family members died due to unknown
dreadful diseases. The native people lost their administrative powers. Maracle’s great grandfather
endured ban of native languages, their natural medicine and spiritual rituals. They belonged to the
Wolf clan, who had a very specific role to play. Although they were considered to be backward and
forward visionaries of people they lost power when the intruders landed on their soil.

Many native Canadians were brutally punished for questioning the new government. They led
the life of aliens in their own land. Lee Maracle was too young when these radical changes took place.
She experienced the racial discrimination at the age of five. In her autobiographical works Bobbie Lee:
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Indian Rebel, she says that the whites distorted their innocence and victimized them as slaves. “I also
began wondering why most people- white people didn’t like Indians and treated us badly... we seemed
to be caught in the same rut all the time...I was still far too young and inexperienced to understand the
social class nature of our oppression” (32).

Moreover, Indian people were paid very little and their products were not sold in the market.
People led a very miserable life. Maracle herself had to undertake many menial jobs when she was
hardly in the eighth grade. In I Am Woman, Maracle says “...there was also a time when people were
discouraged . . . from buying Indian fish. We were also out lawed from catching fish to eat” (3). In
Maracle’s Sojourners Truth and Short Stories, almost all the characters suffer from poverty. They were
oppressed physically and spiritually.

Maracle represents herself as a rebel who refuses to accept the inevitability of her family’s
poverty. She complains it as a personal failure in her parent’s side. In her autobiographical works
Maracle utters that she had a very poor childhood. Her father’s negligence and abuse of the family,
her encounters with racism both at school and on jobs, her hanging out with prostitutes, alcohol and
drug addiction are portrayed in her work I Am Woman. Maracle’s mother worked very hard to bring
up her children. She recalls in her essay for Vancouver’s Step Magazine entitled Good Bye Coloumbus
that her mother worked sixteen hours a day to feed her seven children.

Poverty among Aboriginal People

In the 1950s, there was scarcity of food among the natives. Many of them did not have anything
to eat. Unemployment and poor quality of life made them have an excessive use of alcohol. Though,
in general, Indians are known for their compassion and bounteousness, they became very aggressive
after drinking liquor. Alcohol symbolised a wicked and ultimately unproductive loss of memory to
many. This resulted in further dysfunction for the next generation under pressure to move forward
without healthy role models.

As a result, suicide rates had turned to the highest level. Native people got separated from their
traditional faith. They often felt displaced and found it hard to adjust with the city life. Maracle claims
that the trespassers do not consider them as human beings. They viewed the natives as objects to be
kept in museum and to be viewed by everyone.

Racial Discrimination as the Main Focus

In her short story Uptown Indians, White Folks and Polka Partners, Maracle brings out the
complicated life of the native people. The central character Sis tells, “White people cannot deal with
the beauty in some of us... difference among us and our silence, frightens them. They run around the
world collecting as like artifacts” (93).

European’s advent had a radical effect on the indigenous people in all the fields. People were
discriminated based on their colour. Racial discrimination felt by the native Canadians have become a
common theme of Maracle’s stories. In her work Bobbie Lee: Indian Rebel, she says “For us racism is
not an ideology in the abstract, but a very real and practical part of our lives” (4). For a long time, the
Metis people were represented as breeds, half —breeds and by many other derogatory names.

Maracle herself became a personal victim to racial discrimination at her home and school. As
her father is white he thought two of his children (Maracle and her brother) were not born to him. He
always felt suspicious and ill-treated them. Slowly Maracle started to reject everything related to white
culture.
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Stacey in Ravensong

Maracle’s protagonist Stacey in Ravensong experiences discrimination everywhere. She
struggles to live in the white dominated world. She finds inequality in public places, hospitals, schools
and even at home. She spends years of her youth in insults, alienation and strange look of her white
counterparts. Admitted in white school, Stacey feels very awkward. She is the only native girl in her
class. She experiences how her white school mates immediately spaced her out through the insults,
the loneliness, the silence of others who preferred the pretence of her non-existence “and the decisive
laughter” (Ravensong 26). The novel Ravensong also explores the sentiments of guiltiness and
disgrace suffered by the natives.

Sundogs

The heroine of Sundogs too experiences similar situation in class. The teachers show different
attitude to native children. The impartial attitudes of the white school teachers are depicted in her other
works like Will’s Garden and Sojourner’s Truth and Short Stories.

Pathetic Condition of Residential School Children

The residential school children were suffered at the most. They were targeted to severe
punishments. They never sympathized with the native pupils. Instead of educating these children, they
made them to do all dirty jobs. They were never allowed to speak in their native language. They were
not supposed to use the school toilets. Meager food of poor quality was given to them. They were not
properly dressed. Children died of starving and cold. Electric shocks were given to children who
disobeyed them.

The Europeans behaved like machines with no feelings. Small children were answerable to all
the crimes. They were maligned and scoffed at. They called the small pupils with racist remark as
hippies, young punks, comics and troublemakers. Maracle shares that she does not even have a single
day with a good memory of school days. “Schools haven’t left me with many font memories. So it
was fine to think of never going back” (Bobbie Lee: Indian Rebel 41).

The school authorities were heartless people who brutally slaughtered more than 40% of school
children. St. Anne’s Residential School in Fort Albany run by Roman Catholic diocese had not only
been charged with hundreds of cases of corporeal and common cruelty but was also known for its use
of a home-made electric chair with which electrocuted its students.

The English people adopted native children in their homes. But the foster parents did not
consider them as the part of their family. They were exploited and undergone physical and
psychological abuses. Those children grew up in identity crisis. Children who are either in residential
schools or under the guidance of foster parents develop a type of mental disorder. Maracle brought
out such characters’ suffering from rational disparity due to heavy dejection.

Related situations are found in one of Maracles short stories, Sojourner’s Truth where the
central character Bertha undergoes a very pathetic situation. Bertha even at her old age is made to
work and feed herself. She is made to forget her past days and could not cope up with the present
situation. The miserable condition of the native cannery workers is depicted in this story. The native
workers are demoralized physically and spiritually. They are forced to stay in small dungeon like
rooms. The foreign officials are not worried about the condition of the native workers. No proper
facilities are provided, and their requests are unheard of. Bertha, the oldest inmate is much vulnerable
to those elements. Maracle calls it . . . the colonized land and the impoverished people capitalism
naturally creates” (Sojourner’s Truth 18).
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In addition to that the white’s school education misdirected the history of the aboriginal people.
The native people were portrayed as lazy and drunkard. They were mentioned as barbarians and
uncivilized people. In her novel Daughters are Forever, Maracle states that native Canadians
especially native mother’s experienced institutionalized racism. The character Elsie was forced to give
up her children and found herself comfort in alcohol. Not only Elsie, almost all native mother had
horrible days during the foreign rule. The children were forcibly snatched and abducted and kept in
residential schools. Native parents could not communicate with their children. They lost their child
forever in the brutal clutches of the English people.

Deprived of Basic Rights

Like Stacey of Ravensong, Maria Campbell, the Canadian playwright’s Halfbreed speaks about
her great effort to survive in the white’s domain. She struggles to come to terms with the past and to
find a method of creating a good future in an environment of racial domination and hostility. “The
white man saw that was a more powerful weapon than anything else with which to beat the Half-
breeds, and he used it and still do today. Already they are using on you. They try to make you to hate
your people” (51).

Native people were not allowed to deposit money in the bank. Government institutions doors
were closed to native people. In Will’s Garden, Wills’ brother has a conversation with Jimmy where
he says “. . . they don’t let Indians money in a bank. ... We are children in the eyes of the law, Jimmy
... but not grown up enough in the eyes of your law to be men” (51).

The whites always suspected the natives. They had disgraceful look at native people when they
go for shopping. They often ask the natives whether they have enough money to pay for the things
they buy. The natives are made to feel embarrassed in front of others. It is not a negotiation they have
to make. But it is allowance. In the chapter “Normal vs Natural” of I Am Woman, an innocent native
woman comes across a similar situation in a shop, where she is insulted by a white lady for no reasons.

Besides Native people were denied work. They were given allowances which many natives
disagreed to accept. Maracle hates concessions. Many thought of committing suicide, rather than
begging concessions. English people thought the blacks do not have feelings. They should not weep
or grumble. The dictators implemented stringent policies against the First Nation people.

Introduction of Dreadful Diseases

The Europeans brought many incurable diseases along with them. Diseases like Tuberculosis,
Malaria and Chicken pox took the life of many native people. The English doctors did not treat the
native people. They were left to die. They thought that the native village was outside their jurisdiction.
Aboriginal people’s life had no value. The English newspapers gave importance to the death of an
English dog whereas the murder of natives was hidden out.

The native people did not get a chance to speak during a meeting or political gathering. The
native men had to stand out if an English woman passes by. The native writers were not left free to
write. They had to cater to the taste of the English people. Moreover, they should not write in the native
language. No publishers came forward to publish the work of native writers. Rita Joe, a contemporary
writer in the prologue to her memoir Song of Rita Joe (1996) states, “that our history would be different
if it had been expressed by us” (15). She is widely known to everyone, but the newly formed Canadian
government did not encourage her. As days passed, the native people lost self-respect and humanity
in them.
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Further, the settlers forced the native people to follow their religion. They want the natives’
spirituality and ceremonies to get extinct. They believed that native people worship Satan. They cut
the long hair which is one of the main identities of the native people. The White’s main intention was
to disconnect the native people form their tradition and custom.

The natives are described to be dull and fool. The white considered the natives birth itself is
as a burden to the earth and they possess an image of animals. They are portrayed as uncivilized and
ignorant of morals. The white children are given intelligent quotient test and achievement tests. The
native children are not admitted writing such tests, thereby insulting them.

After colonization, the Indians always felt that they do not belong to the imposed religion of
the foreigners. People who belonged to the post-colonial days did not know which language and
custom to follow. The native youth were not familiar with any of the traditional belief and always felt
they do not belong to anywhere. They had a feeling of disconnection and isolation. They started to
involve in violence and self-destruction. They tried to keep a safe distance from their tradition and
culture because they were taught that the English society is refined one. They were misled that the
native culture will reproduce them as slave.

Maracle’s Autobiographical Work

Maracle’s autobiographical work Bobbie Lee: Indian Rebel accounts her effort to search out
the cultural identity which she never had. The story highlights the complicity of city mixed bloods and
native Indians under pressure to achieve a sense of identity. In one of her short stories Bertha, a native
old woman who is ragged away from her community. Bertha worries about her loss of her original
background. The whites promised them of attractive world and made them get detached from
originality.

Maracle’s yet another autobiographical work, I Am Woman speaks about how natives lost their
inner strength to overcome the adversities of the English people. Almost all the central characters in
Maracle’s work are in search of their lost identity. Marianne in Sundogs has been separated from her
community and is unable to find herself in the white society. She could neither speak her mother’s
language nor could understand the affecting politics of foreigners.

The social segregation and estrangement of the native’s form the English world is made clear
in Maracle’s work. Though both communities share the neighborhood, they still live in complete
isolation. Some of the native parents hide their aboriginal descent from their children as they believed
that by denying their roots they get a good future.

Atrocities against Native Women

Traditional indigenous women were highly respected and held high position in society. They
were the decision makers. Maracle describes about a black lady Sojourner Truth in one of her short
stories. She was a true legendary hero who fought for the emancipation of the native Canadian. Even
today she is referred as the highly respected woman among the black ladies. A brave lady Sojourner
voiced against the atrocities of the English people. She suffered brutalities till her death. Maracle
dedicated a separate chapter for this patriotic and philanthropic lady. She was the first black woman to
file case against the Englishmen.

European people expected native woman must be passive and submissive. An enveloping
negative impact of colonialism of the native society has been the gender partiality. Gradually the native
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men adopted the dictatorial tendencies of the whites. The White people’s injustice and ferocity had
built up hurt and pain within the native men, which later blow up in the form of physical violence
against their own wives and children. Domestic violence among the native families is the direct
outcome of subjugation. In the novel Ravensong, Maracle pictures domestic violence among Madeline
and her husband.

Maracle says that majority of the native women were considered to be an object of lust. They
led a loveless life and were forced to earn their daily bread to raise their children. Sometimes in order
to get the attention of their men; the native ladies were required to imitate the traits and dress code of
the white ladies. Maracle comments in her work I Am Woman, “It is nearly impossible for native men
to cherish the feminist of the native women . .. there is no such thing as darkened feminity. There is
only dark-skinned sensuality” (56).

In spite of watching all male cruelties, Maracle did not grow up as a pessimist. Rather, she
developed a balanced and impartial opinion regarding men in common. Maracle believed that the
malice against woman as a whole happened because men do not love women. They do not trust love.
Statistics of Canada (2005) has reported that the indigenous women are three times more likely to be
target of spousal violence.

Another horrifying incident which took place during the English rule is the murder of many
indigenous women. Native women are reduced to sub human level. The patriarchy demands the native
men come under white women and native women are non — sensuous beings. They are unwelcomed
in this world. Their wombs bear fruit but not sweet. Smiley, the Canadian writer in his A History of
Oppression: Canada, Colonialism and Prostitution, says that the native women’s condition was so
pathetic that they were not even regarded as human beings worthy of living. They were considered as
prostitutes. “Prostitution is just another form of colonialism” (2006, 106).

The incursion of foreign people affected the peaceful life of the natives. The domestic violence
and traumas showed a way of complex life style of the natives. Many indigenous women lost their
husbands and children lost their fathers. The war against the whites completely changed the normal
life of the innocent. They blame their fate to lead a miserable life under the supervision of heartless
people. The English people considered themselves as majestic organizers.

Conclusion

In the novel Ravensong, Maracle speaks about the introduction of disasters with the alien’s
arrival. These disasters can be prevented only when the whites and the black share their concerns for
the land and people. It is evident that the native people face great cultural disasters in terms of their
identity and survival.

The English people are expected to do business in the land of Blacks but gradually manipulated
them. The Indian people’s friendliness was considered as their inefficiency. They were sidelined. As
the white people do not experience anything in a systematic and individual way as persons of colors
do, they are unaware of the impact. They do not realize the intensity of the sufferings. As a solution to
the children’s suffering, Maracle says in one of her lecturers that native women must raise their
children. Otherwise their generation will be dead by the coming years.

The black men and women must come forward for a revolutionary change. Maracle’s Bobbie
Lee: Indian Rebel speaks on why one must talk. It narrates about the freedom to speak one’s mind. It
discloses the native Indians right to talk. Indigenous people must come out with their opinions. They
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should put an end to the trespassers dominance and drive them out from their land. Maracle also calls
the nation to fight against the atrocities meted out with the indigenous women. She calls the entire
nation to support her venture for the emancipation of black women.

Maracle gives a universal call to every native Canadian to participate in the rally to fight back.
Finally, Maracle insists that her people should no longer to be passive listener and invites them to come
to the main stream to give out their views.
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Abstract

The novel Stone Butch Blues addresses the theme of prejudice and persecution faced by
members of the LGBTQ community in Post-War America. It also expands upon the Queer theory.
The protagonist of the novel, Jess Goldberg is born into a working class, traditional, Jewish
American family. Although born female, Jess is never able to reconcile herself into society's
definition of a proper girl. In her earliest memories, Jess Goldberg felt different from other girls
her age. She despised dresses and all the things that girls played with. Even when it came to dress,
Jess was inclined to dress like a boy. She envisions her future, and in that future, she does not see
herself resembling the typical, socially-accepted woman. And as a result, even as a very young
girl, Jess faced a lot of persecution and prejudice; not just from kids her own age but from adults
as well. Instead of trying to understand her, they tried force her to fit in. And as she develops into
a teenager, she realizes that she will never be the same as the rest of the girls and she doesn't want
to be; all she wants is for society to accept her for who she is. The novel is about the search to find
one's own identity, particularly when that identity runs counter to what society says is acceptable.
It also depicts the struggles in the life of a person who decides to transcend gender; it also
highlights the courage of the human soul to face adversity and survive. And in the end, the author
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conveys an important message; that lives goal is to channel one's own struggle to achieve a purpose
that is greater than oneself. A purpose that brings a higher meaning to existence.

Keywords: Queer, alienation, binary, homosexuals, Stone Butch Blues

Leslie Feinberg’s Stone Butch Blues

The term 'Queer Theory' was coined by Italian feminist Teresa de Lauret is for a conference
held in the University of California, Santa Cruz and it first emerged in the early 1990’s. It is a
critical study of queerness, or the departure from the archetypal norms when it comes to gender
and sexuality. Queer theory details on the theoretical and fundamental details of queerness. While
Gay and Lesbian studies focus only on what is natural in terms of homosexual behavior. Queer
theory is a more expansive study which focuses on any kind of sexual activity or identity that falls
into normative and deviant categories; in other words, the Queer theory focuses on mismatches
between sex, gender and desire.

Queer Theory

Although queerness is generally associated with Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual subjects, the
analytic framework of queerness also includes topics such as cross-dressing, intersex bodies and
identities, gender corrective surgery, and gender ambiguity. The theory, in addition to studying
queerness, attempts to debunk the norms of dual polarity sexes, sex-gender constraints, gender-
correlative sexuality, and absolute sexual stability. It attempts to act as a guide in understating
queerness, dispelling myths surrounding queerness and reconstructing the norms and taxonomies
of queerness.

Queer theory has now entered the mainstream of world literature. Authors all over the
world are creating literature based on the queer theory. Most of them are biographical and
autobiographical accounts of queer people, their lives, their struggles and more often than not, the
persecution and prejudice with which society treated them. Authors all over the world are now
producing literature that is aimed at improving the awareness of the general public about the
LGBTQ community. Each author, of course, has their own take on queer theory, and therefore
these texts are each highly unique and varied.

Queer Literature in America

Among the nations of the world, America is the frontrunner when it comes to Queer
literature. American literature was much faster to accept the queer theory and literature based on
it than the rest of the world. As of today, American literature is the single largest source of queer
literature around the world. Queer theory has made a huge impact in America: several states in the
US have legalised same sex marriage as of late. The LGBTQ community is respected in America
and Queer Literature is more popular there than anywhere else in the world. As a result of the
larger and more appreciative audience available to them, American queer theorists have produced
a lot of ground-breaking literature based on the queer theory.

American authors have come to see queer literature as a part of mainstream American
literature, and as a result, they have blended the theme of queer theory into other socially relevant
topics such as racism, politics, and economics among others. As a result, queer literature in
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America has undergone a change from pure queer theory to a blend of related social topics, all
coming down to the same point of freedom of individual expression and the right of every person
to determine one’s own identity and live with it without having to fear social repercussions.

Stone Butch Blues

The novel Stone Butch Blues presents a radical approach towards the Queer theory. The
author tries to communicate the fact that any member of the Queer community, be they lesbian,
gay, transgender or any other identity that refuses to conform to societal norms of gender and
sexuality is socially crippled by the prejudice and misconception directed at them by the general
public. The novel details how the social crippling and alienation begins from a very young age.
The protagonist of the novel, Jess is used to being gawked at for her appearance. Even as a child,
Jess was more than once asked Are you a boy or a girl? by unassuming adults. Jess is not free from
being misunderstood even in her own home. Her parents are among the main causes for the
ostracizing and social crippling of Jess. "I'm sick of people asking me if she's a boy or a girl. Jess
overhears her mother saying this. Such instances result in Jess becoming introverted, scared, and
in general, socially crippled.

Emotional Drama

The novel also delves into the emotional trauma associated with being queer in that time
and age. Her classmates alienate her, and she is the constant butt of bullying. “Brian says you’re a
girl, but I think you're a sissy boy”, taunts one of Jess's classmates (SBB 17). He then proceeds to
rape Jess along with his friends. The emotional scarring that is left as a result of such an incident
is detailed in the novel. As a result of the incident, Jess decides that it is time to leave her parents'
home and find a life of her own. But this is not so easy, as social ostracism is not the only hurdle
that a queer person had to face during those days. The novel details how her nature as a Butch
lesbian not only earns her social alienation; it also causes serious economic and legal problems.
Employment was extremely hard to come by; nobody wanted to employ queer people. Jess
struggles to find employment, and when she finally does, it does no justice to her abilities or
passions. The approach of the novel clearly displays the author’s disdain for the discriminative
social setup.

Legal Status

Besides the economic difficulties, Jess's identity also threw her legal status into jeopardy.
Homosexuality was deemed illegal and taboo back than; and the brutality unleashed upon the
Queer community by the police was nothing short of inhuman. The author details the violent nature
of the treatment of the Queer community at the hands of the authorities; they are raped and tortured.
And it does not stop there. The novel details how being queer affects one’s personal, romantic and
sexual life. Within the Queer community, Jess identifies as 'butch’. A butch is a leshian and/or a
transgender person who assumes a masculine identity. And butches are usually found to be linked
with femmes, who are feminine lesbians. Like most other butches, Jess also wishes for the love of
a femme and an authentic life as a butch, a life without having to fear anyone. The novel describes
the emotional and sexual intricacies of the Butch-Femme relationship. The author approaches the
relationship with great detail; she describes the nature of the attachment between a homosexual
couple; the root of the desires of a homosexual person. The novel helps us gain an understanding
of the life and lifestyle of the Queer community in general and homosexuals in particular.
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The Question Raised

The author tries to answer the question of why a homosexual would rather be with mother
homosexual than a heterosexual person. According to the author, the point of interest for one
homosexual in another is the queering of general heterosexual practices into their own versions;
this alteration, or the act of personally deconstructing age old accepted sexual practices into
whatever suits one's desires and needs is exactly what a homosexual person finds emotional and
sexual attachment in.

Body and ldentity

In the novel, the difference between Jess's body and the Jess's identity is what arouses
Angie, who is the first person with whom Jess has a consensual sexual relationship. The
transformative change that Jess undergoes when she suppresses her female identity and wears male
clothes and a masculine character is what captures Angie's attention. And the author makes it clear
that this is the driving force behind homosexual love; the act of disregarding the natural accepted
setup and transcending sexual and gender-related boundaries to shape a life that gives one
happiness.

Happiness

And yet, happiness is not a thing that is easily found in Feinberg’s signature novel; it is a
work filled with poignancy and suffering. Young Jess quickly loses whatever solace she found
within the LGBT community when she decided to start using drugs to improve her masculinity
and to pass off completely as a man. This is as a result of the gender rigidity of the society in the
novel. In the novel, when Jess and Grant discuss the possibility of taking testosterone and other
hormones to undergo the transition to a complete male from being a butch, Jess is intrigued by the
idea. This is because Jess feels trapped. But unlike most transsexuals, Jess did not feel trapped by
her body; she was happy with who she was. Jess says, “I don’t feel like a man trapped in a woman’s
body” (SBB 159). Some introspection will reveal the dilemma faced by Jess. Jess does not want to
undergo a gender transformation for her own sake; she merely wants to escape the persecution and
prejudice that she has faced all her life as a lesbian transgender. Jess knows exactly who she is,
and what she wants from her life. Jess is being forced to give up her identity and live a life that she
does not like for the sake of society. This is true for almost every human being, and it is true for
Jess as well. Having to give up one‘s own identity to fit into society is one of the most painful
experiences a person can have. And this experience was even more painful for Jess because the
people that Jess identified with condemned her decision to undergo a gender transformation with
the help of hormones.

Irony in the Novel

And here is the irony in the novel; the very people who are persecuted by the general public
for being gender indeterminate and having different sexualities decided to ostracize a member of
their community for deciding to change her gender. They do not understand Jess‘s pain or her
struggles. They merely judge her for her life choices. Just like the general public judges them for
their life choices. This is typical of the nature of human beings; we are quick to criticise others and
yet fail to notice even the most grievous mistakes committed by ourselves. The very same LGBT
community that ostracised less for her decision to take hormones to undergo gender transformation
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criticise the general public for mistreating them on the basis of gender and sexuality. Feinberg
illustrates that in today’s world, justice and fairness are nothing but fairy tales.

Problems Faced by Jess

Despite the persecution and judgement she faces, Jess decides to go ahead with her decision
to undergo an identity change with the help of humans. Jess moves to a new city and with the help
of testosterone, male clothing and a deep voice, manages to live amongst the society as a hetero-
normal male. Jess lived her life in hiding; not by physically hiding in any particular place, but by
concealing her true identity beneath drugs and disguise. Jess tries her best to live her life as an
ordinary man; she even tries to have romantic relationships with a waitress named Annie. Her
relationship with Annie is based on deceit and subterfuge. Jess hides her true identity from Annie
and presents herself as a normal man. While indulging in sexual relations, Jess takes care not to
reveal her true identity to Annie with the help of the dark and a little sleight of hand.

At one point of time, the character of Jess undergoes a pivotal moment. This is the moment
that she decides to accept herself. Jess realises that all her life, she has been striving to achieve
something that she does not need; she has been trying to transform herself into someone that she
is not. She finds within herself the courage to identify who she truly is and stick with that identity.
She understands that she can never be either male or female according to the normative
underpinnings of society. She understands that however hard she tries, she will never be accepted
by the society as normal. But more importantly, she understands that this does not need to cause
her unhappiness. She decides to transcend the concept of bilateral gendering and identify as a
person who exists in the grey area between genders. She realises that she will never truly be a
"she"; she decides to stay transgender. And this is the decision that would go on to change her life.

Courage Needed to Find and Establish One’s Identity

The author, through this narrative, attempts to underline courage that is needed to find one's
true identity, especially when this identity is one that goes against all social norms and practices.
It displays the will power that is necessary to fight for a cause that is not widely accepted and even
seen as a joke. The author is trying to make people understand the power of will that is necessary
to stick with your decision that you think is right but even when the whole world is against you.
The novel is a testament to the courage and determination of all the LGBTQ people in the world;
it helps in educating us about the hardships that they undergo in a society that is not willing to
accept them.

The author also has a message of sorts for her LGBTQ readers; she tries to let them know
that they are not alone, and they do not have to fight alone. The author urges them to not hide or
attempt to fit in to the restrictive society; she encourages them to be proud of themselves and to
fear no one.

To Conclude

In the end, there is no happy ending for Jess; much like real life, where there are precious
few happy endings. The author tries to communicate the message that Jess's mistake was in trying
to normalise herself; she failed to embrace her identity and therefore, had to go through a lot of
suffering for no reason at all. Towards the end of the novel, Jess realises what she should have
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realised years ago. She understands that the only acceptance she really needs is her own; what the
society thinks is not important. Upon realising this, Jess embraces her identity as a Trans lesbian.
She spends the rest of her days as an activist fighting for LGBTQ rights and she finally finds her
purpose in life. And she realises that finding purpose in one's life is far more important than finding
happiness.

The novel Stone Butch Blues is a powerful and inspiring novel that can be enjoyed by
anyone, but for a person who can identify with the protagonist, this novel can be life changing. It
can inspire a transgender or a homosexual person to come out in front of the world and live a life
that is true to who they are, without having to hide anything. And that is what makes this book a
truly great one.
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The Politics of (Re)naming in the Autobiographies of
Amrita Pritam, Kamala Das and Bama Faustina

Dr. Anshu Sailpar, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D. (NET)

What Is in a Name?

“What is in a name?” (Shakespeare Romeo and Juliet, 11.11 16). Though this quote from
Shakespeare’s famous play Romeo and Juliet connotes that the names and naming are nothing
more than just a handy reference work, the utter prominence of naming system lies in the fact
that the orderly world without it cannot be imagined. It helps us in establishing our self-identity.
Naturally, we build an image in our mind by putting together our experiences and attributes and
then attaching that image with the name. A person’s identity invariably begins with his/her name,
which becomes a complement of the self. Though it is initially a mark of physical identity, the
name also comes to represent for the person an inner being. Therefore, for some persons the
name becomes a veritable reflection of their self. Some cherish it; some change it to represent
their being. The name of a person helps in developing his/her sense of self. Some try to live up to
their names while some try to run away.

The Study of Self

The study of self, beginning with name has been invariably a multifarious subject to
tackle with due to its suppleness. The ancient philosophers would never have agreed to the
postmodernists’ notions of the self. Due to the multiplicity, flexibility and uncertainty of self, it
becomes somewhat difficult to render a simple analysis of the representation of self by the three
major women autobiographers namely Amrita Pritam, Kamala Das and Bama Faustina. The
problem is further accentuated by the fact that though all the three writers are women born in the
twentieth century in India, they belong to different sects or religions, regions and class
amounting to their difference in the perception and construction of their selfhood. The present
study has, therefore, undertaken to point out the commonality as well as differences in the life
experiences and self-reflexivity of these women autobiographers.

There is a close connection between a person’s given name and their feeling of identity
and self. In child psychology, it has been observed that the parents’ choice of names for their
child will have an influence on the overall development of the personality of a child. In literature
too, the names and naming system carry a larger significance. It affects the authors in their
process of writing. Alastair Fowler observes, “In literature, names are often doors to meaning,
and words giving glimpses of the writer’s intensions” (“What’s in a literary name?”).

The Politics of Naming
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The politics of naming as a literary feature is one of the most perennial topics of interest,
yet very little general discussion has ensued over this topic. Bendicto observes, “Authors often
make use of the strong connection between names and the feeling of personal identity as an
element in their thematic structures” (Val 282). The politics of naming system tends to appear
either in the portrayal of the characters by the author or the renaming of the author him/herself in
his/her personal life.

In the onomastics (the study of the history and origin of proper names, especially
personal names) research, names and identity are quite intertwined. Mihaly Hajdu is of the
opinion that “an interest in names or the germs of onomastics can be found in myths, legends of
ethnogenesis and works of literature as long as thousands of years ago. This is evidenced by
explanations and etymologies given to names. (“The History of Onomastics™). The theory of
onomastics is illuminatingly helpful to understand the author’s intension behind the politics of
naming system. Poststructuralists are of the opinion that though the relationship between
signifier and signified is arbitrary, it provides language an empirical power. (Eagleton 127-129).
It helps us to change and construct the perceptions.

Berthoff, in another book Reclaiming the Imagination argues:
The power of naming, however, goes beyond shaping the perceptions of the
name. Once chosen, a name suggests permanence, as if it could lay a claim upon
the true nature of an object. By fixing an object or experience with an apparent
unity or permanent focus, names appear to represent the true nature of
phenomena. (151)

The same writer, in his book The Making of Meaning observes, “Central to this
conception of naming is the understanding that naming, in its most simple representation,
involves individuals in a concurrent process of sorting and gathering, comparing and contrasting
within one’s evolving view of reality (110). The writer seems to suggest that the names and that
the associated phenomena become synonymous once the image gets integrated with the name.

Naming Characters with a Purpose

There are many instances in literature where the writers name their characters with a
purpose. For instance, writers like Shashi Deshpande adopt this very naming system in her
famous novel That Long Silence where Jaya is renamed after marriage as Suhasini. The word
‘Jaya’ denotes ‘Victory’ while ‘Suhasini’ means soft woman and a placid woman. Here, the
protagonist has been renamed from her pre-marital status to post-marital status. This change
basically defines the crux of the novel. It goes, “Stay at home, look after your babies, keep out
the rest of the world, you are safe. That poor idiotic woman Suhasini believed in this. | know
better, now I know that safety is always unattainable. You are never safe” (17).

Social Behaviour

It is a general concept that social behaviours are not social in their origin but are inborn.
It is well known that biological essentialism has been the bedrock of most traditional thinking
about women which is used both to depreciate and to venerate them. In this way they become
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inevitable and incontrovertible. The idea of gender roles whether it is the issue of childcare, the
violence of male power or the suitability of women to fight in the front line has been particularly
prone to this idea of a natural determinism. However, it is always stated that gendered behavior
is dictated to us by nature, though feminist thought has consistently challenged this idea. The
gender and identity manifested are the products of a socially and culturally sanctioned system
and hierarchy, and not the inevitable result of naturally occurring differences between men and
women or pre-programmed by chromosomes, genes or genitals. The social behaviors and
identities that are defined as feminine are seen as the product of purely cultural and historical
forces, rather than any natural propensity or essence. Gender behavior is the result of purely
human factors and is not we may be born with certain body types, but the modes of appearance,
patterns of behavior, distribution of social and economic power and opportunity together form
the gender structure of a given society. Such gendered social structure is the production of a
specific political history and as well as specific institutions. This distinction between biological
sex and cultural gender rejects theories — even feminist ones — that fall back on the biological
difference between the male and female bodies as clarification for the different behavior of men
and women. The latter are to be seen as artificial and thus changeable. Monique Wittig has put it
like this: “By admitting that there is a ‘natural’ distinction between women and men, we

naturalize history, we assume that ‘men’ and ‘women’ have always existed and will always exist.

Not only do we naturalize history, but also consequently we naturalize the social phenomena
which express our oppression, making change impossible” (10-11).

Theory of Representation

The theory of representation involves the awareness of one’s sensory state. The
convergence of the conscious self and the phenomenal self constitutes self-representation. Any
conscious sensory experience/state contains two essential components namely qualitative
character and the subjective character. “The former is implicated in the distinction between
sensory states and non-sensory cognitive states like thoughts and beliefs, while the latter is
implicated in the distinction between conscious and unconscious mental states”, says Joseph
Levine (“Conscious Awareness and [Self-] Representation”). The theory of self-representation
distinguishes conscious states from non-conscious states. Describing it in more comprehensive
manner, Urieh Kriegel and Kenneth Willford state:

On the one theory, self-representation is what distinguishes conscious states from
non-conscious states. Having a conscious experience is itself a matter of
occupying a state that reflexively represents itself. On the other theory, self-
representation is used to distinguish phenomenal concepts from other ways of
representing conscious experiences. On this view, there is not anything
particularly reflexive about a conscious experience per se.

Exclusionary and Creative

The act of naming “must be viewed as an exclusionary as well as creative” (Cherryl
Armstrong and Sheryll Fontaine 9). Moreover, as Kenneth Burke explains, because by naming
we are not only classifying what has taken our attention, we are necessarily “directing the
attention into some channels rather than others” (45). Through the act of naming, one shapes out
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an identity of oneself. It is only through naming that an individual or a group is excluded or
included, burdened or unburdened.

Autobiography

Autobiography as a piece of writing is an inter-subjective, retrospective construction
from within the existing, discursively mediated practices of writing and telling a life. Living as a
human being inevitably entails reflexitivity. Representation is invariably inter-subjective; it is
necessarily located within a social relation to others. In this sense, autobiography is a form of
discursive practice that reconstructs the past as the major means of self/other understanding.
Autobiography is a mode of discursive practice the major function of which is to construct
continuous, unified personal identities at the intersection of the multiple discontinuous,
fragmented and often contradictory socio-cultural positioning available. This construction is a
process of articulating different narrated events together into a temporarily fixed coherence,
providing a sufficient sense of identity through the narrative devices and structures.
Autobiography as a genre emerges in the dialectic of the narrated and narrating events.

Represent Their Self by Re-naming Themselves

All the three women writers namely Amrita Pritam, Kamala Das and Bama Faustina
resolved to re-present their self by renaming themselves. The essential differences in the way the
three writers re-named themselves bring out the flavor of comparison or contrast in their ideas
and self-perception, reconstruction and representation.

Amrita Pritam

In the autobiographies of Amrita Pritam namely The Revenue Stamp, Shadow of Words,
and The Black Rose, she cherished her first name but did not stick to the Sikh identity marker of
‘Singh’/ Kaur and thus shows her subversion of social ethnic conventions. She did not bind
herself with any preset ethnic gendered identity. By doing away with these confinements she
tried to reflect her spirit of critiquing social/ ethnic identities and divisions, which also forms the
soul of her autobiographies. She avoids being dogmatic and moves towards inclusivity. This
renaming is not discussed in her life writings as is done with the second subversion. The second
subversion is that after marriage she adopted not the last but the first name of her husband.
Though the relationship between Amrita and her husband, Pritam Singh had not been a fulfilling
one, she did not disassociate herself with his name even after separation perhaps because either
the word ‘Pritam’ best represented her self’s craving for love or she wanted to carry it as a tribute
to the goodness of her husband, who was afraid of public opinion but did neither restrict nor
oppress her or it was to cherish Sahir, whom she loved from the core of her heart — a love that
could not be consummated but was an inseparable part of her inner being that abundantly crept
into her art. The subversion of the naming system reflects subversion of the patriarchal
normativity whereby she foregrounds her subjective self, her needs and desires as a woman,
which she sought through extra marital relationships and live-in relationship with Imroj,
unperturbed by the public opinion about her. But true to her first name search for a spiritual self
is central to her autobiography.

Kamala Das
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Like Amrita, Kamala’s quest for self-realization through fulfillment of desire as woman
is the central motif in her autobiography. As far as her self- representation in My Story (1973) is
concerned, Kamala Das accepts her socially constructed identity with the second name of her
husband. Kamala’s pen name ‘Madhavakutty’ changed into Kamala Das after her marriage
which at the age of 65, after her conversion to Islam (1999), she changed to Kamala Suraiya. It is
also a noticeable thing that her autobiography My Story was written much before her conversion.
It was written when she had established herself as a writer. Retaining Das’s represented her
feminine self through her stay within marriage and dropping her matriarchal family name, Nair
showing both her individual and family internalization of and conformity to the social and ethnic
conventions. Following the social conventions, she used the last name of her husband with her
name. Her Islamic middle name after her conversion and hence not included in her
autobiography, along with the last name of her husband again indicates her persistence with the
socio-ethnic follow up. Her naming system does not show in any sense her secular spirit and,
thus, true to her name, the realization of her material self (physical and emotional) is a
predominant part of her self- representation in her autobiography, though we also find her
seeking both an emotional and intellectual partner in her ‘extramarital’ virtual/ visionary
relationships.

Gender differences are constructed in contexts of the family and society just as we find
the difference in genitals, one possessing and one lacking. And self- formation and identity is
directly and indirectly affected by these conditions. The components of feminine identity in all
walks of life invariably are assigned to women by patriarchal society. Mitchell, a feminist says
that the imposed feminine identity will continue in the absence of resistance. Hence selfhood and
subjectivity demand resistance to the norm, and resistance requires a certain level of
consciousness of the conditions of the self to assume agency. Kamala Das’s autobiography
represents her own despairs and hopes and is termed as confessions but merely dismissing at as
confession is ignoring the structure of writers’ aesthetics. Eric Erikson’s opinion regarding
women autobiographies as recreation of one’s own image and making those images as
convincing fits to the case of Kamala Das. It becomes pertinent to see what image Kamala Das
was trying to create for herself.

Das looks back not to present herself as a woman in conformity to the social ideal but to
represent herself as a woman, she would like to be. That is why visions, dreams and
hallucinations form an important part of the self-representation. Second, she looks back to
recapture the moments when she finds the courage to assume subjectivity and claim autonomy of
herself. Third she looks back and represents herself not as an object but as subject. Kamala Das
finds herself unable to calculate her resistance as she confronts depression at mind level and
sickness at body level.

On the contrary Amrita Pritam has subversive nature. Dreams and visions are also a
significant aspect of her autobiographies, but Amrita is able to interpret those dreams to resolve
the dilemmas of the self, which she is able to evolve conceptually too.

Women’s Subjectivity
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Women'’s subjectivity has been historically constructed and expressed through the
phenomenological equation of self/other which necessarily rests masculine selfhood upon
feminine otherness. Today women exhibit strong desire is to de center this socially dominant
discourse of power, agency and autonomy in order to actualize, strengthen and represent as well
as re-present their self in the world. They undertake to talk about their selves, their experiences,
their ways of being and becoming because they feel that they cannot long for, reject or
synthesize a new mode of being from a thesis which has never contained, expressed or presented
what they have felt their experiences to be. Therefore, much of their writings have come as both
a self-representation and self re-presentation. They re-evaluate the women’s self and offer the
chief sources of their oppression, besides examining self’s roles as a mode of social control. It is
their practice of consciousness-raising which has forged a new individual and collective identity
of women. However, within these representation of woman’s self, there lie embedded multiple
differences in experiences of life, giving rise to a heterogeneous character within a homogenizing
experience of othering.

Bama Faustina

While discussing the reasons of (re)naming, apparently, we find that Bama Faustina does
not talk of the reasons of renaming herself in her autobiography — Karukku and Sangati: Events
too but the changes she subjectively made in her name reveal the secular aspect of herself. Her
full name Faustina Mary Bathima Rani reflects the inclusivity of Christianity, Islamic and Hindu
religious beliefs and thus her stronger commitment of the self to humanism than to any one
religious order. In renaming herself, Bama did not incarcerate herself in any single idea of ethnic
identity. It is important to note that she dropped “Rani” from her name because of two reasons.
Firstly, and most influentially, born in a dalit family she had not been treated as queen in real
sense. She led a life of poverty and deprivation, which seemed quite ironical to her name.
Secondly by dropping the ethnically signifying names and jumbling the syllables into a new
coinage ‘Bama’, she exhibited her vision which transcended the ethnic divisions and hence like
Amrita Pritam sought for a representation of a more secular self than Kamala Das did.

Feminine, Feminst and Female Characteristics

In the (re)naming of all three women autobiographers, thus, we find the glimpse of
feminine, feminist and female characteristics. The very act of (re)naming has brought to the fore
their craving for subjectivity and selfhood. They want to discard such a society that has provided
them no room of their own. By (re)defining themselves, thus, Amrita Pritam, Kamala Das and
Bama Faustina in particular and all women writers in general are (re)building the canonical
literature grabbed in the clutches of patriarchal tradition.
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Abstract

In this paper an attempt has been made to do a comparative study about the religion of ancient
Nepal and India on the basis of inscriptional evidences. The time period is from 4™ century A.D. to 8%
century A.D., which is called Licchavi period in Nepal and Gupta age in India. This age is called
‘Golden Age’. At that time Vaisnavism was the most popular religion in India and Saivaism was the
stronger faith in Nepal. The expression Paramabhagavata is absent in the inscriptions from Nepal but
present in the inscriptions from India. In Nepal the different names of Visnu images are attached with
the term svami; such as Narayanasvami, Vamanasvami, Dolasikharasvami etc. Damodarpur Copper
Plate Inscription of the time of Budhagupta says about the two deities named Kokamukhasvamin and
Svetavarahasvamin. The first one probably the name of Siva and the later was in all probability the
image of the boar incarnation of Visnu. Visnu’s dwarf incarnation was popular in Nepal and in India.
Vedavyasa was probably regularly worshipped in Nepal but he was present in Gupta inscriptions as
the composer of the traditional verses not as a deity. The different names of Siva are known from the
inscriptions of Nepal. Bhadresvara, Bhrigaresvara, Bhuvanesvara are some of them. Such practice
was prevailed in India also. Nirmand Copper Plate Inscription of Samudragupta refers his name as
Mihire$vara. There were different sects of Pasupata-s in Nepal. It is revealed from the inscriptional
evidences that there was no conflict between Saivaism and Vaisnavism in Nepal and in India also.

In Nepal and in India Buddhism was served by the rulers who were the devotees of other
religions. The Nepal inscriptions informs about lot of vihdra-s: Manavihara, Sivadevavihara,
Srimanvihara etc. Gupta inscriptions and Nepal inscriptions both talk about Arya- viksu sangha and
Arya- viksuni sangha. There is no instance of Jainism in Nepal inscriptions whereas plenty of instances
available from Gupta inscriptions. Worship of Sun God, Sakti, and Matrka-s were popular in Nepal
and in India.

Although the Gupta kings were the staunch followers of the Vaisnavism and Saiva —faith was
the personal faith of the Nepal rulers, they gave equal respect to other gods and goddesses. Amsuvarma
was a Saiva king but he did not ignore the Vaisnavite gods. In his Harigaon Inscription dated 608 A.D.
he gives due donations to Dolasikharasvamin, Narasimhadeva, Bhumbhukkika, Jalasayanasvamin.
The Udayagiri Cave Inscriptions! is a Saiva inscription and it records that Sava Virasena,
Chandragupta’s minister of peace and war excavated a cave to serve it as a sanctuary of the god
Sambhu.

Keywords: Vaisnavism, Saivaism, Pasupata-s, 4™ century, Nepal, India, Religions.
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Hindu Rulers of Nepal and India
Like the rulers of Nepal during 4™-8™ century A.D., Gupta rulers are mostly Hindus and
worshippers of Visnu and Siva. Hinduism restored in this period both in Nepal and in India.

1. Vaisnavism: Most popular religion in India in Gupta age & Saivism: Most popular religion in
Nepal in Licchavi period

Vaisnavism was the pre-dominant aspect of Brahmanical religion during Gupta period. In
Nepal Saivism was the most popular religion and Vaisnavism was perhaps practiced along with
Saivism. Samudragupta was a worshipper of Visnu and he introduced the emblem of Laksmi, consort
of Visnu on his coins.! Manadeva I was a devotee of Visnu and his Manarika coins, contain image of
a lion which may be compared to the Minastambha, a symbol of Vaisnavism.?

Gold coin of Samudragupta with Laksmi c¢. 335-
375 CE

2. The Expression Paramabhdagavata

The expression Paramabhdagavata on his coins and inscriptions proves that Candragupta Il was
a devoted Vaisnava. The expression Paramabhagavata is absent in the inscriptions from Nepal.® King
Amsuvarma added the title to his name Bhagavatpasupatipadanugrhita. Maybe he inspired by the
examples of the Gupta kings who called themselves Paramabhdagavata.

The Meherauli Iron Pillar Inscription* states that king Candra out of his devotion for Visnu
erected a pillar on a hill called Visnupada. Manadeva I perhaps built a magnificent temple of Visnu on
the top of Doladri hill which is known as Changu.®

3. The Popularity of Vaisnavism in Gupta Age and in Licchavi Period

The Udayagiri Inscription dated 401-402 A.D. states that the grandson of Maharaja Chagalaga
of the Sanakanika tribe took up a Sanskritic Visnavite name Visnudasa.® The Gadhwa Stone Pillar
Inscription dated 467 A.D.,” the Junagadh Rock Inscription of Skandagupta® prove the popularity of
Vaisnavism at Gupta age. The later Gupta emperors were also Vaisnavas. The Eran Stone Pillar
Inscription of Budhagupta dated 485 A.D.is the proof where Mahdardja Matrvisnu and his younger
brother Dhanyavisnu erected a dhvaja-stambha of Visnu under the name of Janardana. The Pasupati
Stele of Jayadeva Il (CXLII) dated 733 A.D. informs that king Vrsadeva was a great follower of
Sugata’s doctrine-sugata-sasana-paksapati. In the beginning part of the Changu Pillar Inscription
there is the invocation of Hari. It is said in the inscription, the Srivasta, the sign of Sri Visnu is
imprinted on the vast chest of god Hari-srivatsankitadiptacaru vipula prodhrtavaksasthalakz (1-line
no.4). The inscription of Bhimarjunadeva and Visnugupta at Yangahiti (CVI1I) dated 642 A.D. refers
to the carving of an image of Visnu lying in the sea. The Anantalinge$vara Inscription of Narendradeva
(CXXII) dated 656A.D. mentions permanent donations to the temple of Lokapalasvamin. On the basis
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of Lele Inscription (LXV) dated 604 A.D. it can be said that Sivadeva I believed in Vasudeva. Although
Amsuvarma was a Saiva king but he did not ignore the Vaisnavite gods. In his Harigaon Inscription
(LXXIV) dated 608 A.D. he gives due donations to Dolasikharasvamin, Narasimhadeva,
Bhumbhukkika, Jalasayanasvamin. The Bhairavdhoka Inscription of Dhruvadeva and Jisnugupta
(XCIX) containing the prayers of Visnu and Laksmi indicates that there was a Laksmi-Narayana-mdrti.
At that time Visnu was specially worshipped in his Jalasayana form in Nepal but the Vyasa, Narasimha,
Balarama, Trivikrama, Vamana and Sikara forms were no less worshipped.

4. Kokamukhasvamin and Svetavarahasvamin: Connection between Nepal and India

In Nepal the different names of Visnu images are attached with the term svami, such as
Narayanasvami (CI), Vamanasvami (XXXII), Dolasikharasvami (LXXIV), Lokapalasvami (CXXII)
etc. It is known from the Damodarpur Copper Plate Inscription of the time of Budhagupta® about the
two deities named Kokamukhasvamin and Svetavarahasvamin. According to R.K. Mukherjee, “At the
time of Budhagupta pilgrims from North Bengal used to visit the Varaha-(Kokamukha)-ksetra of
Nepal. One such pilgrim was Rbhupala who carried home his devotion to God Kokamukha-Varaha by
constructing at his native place, near Damodarpur, the temples where were installed the images of
Gods Svetavaraha and Kokamukhasvamin in imitation of their original (adya) shrines in distant
Nepal.”*! The first one probably the name of Siva and the later was in all probability the image of the
boar incarnation of Visnu. The inscriptional records prove that Vaisnavism was popular among the
masses of Bengal till the middle of the 5 century A.D. and temples of Visnu under different names
were constructed at various places of this province.

5. Visnu’s Dwarf Incarnation in Nepal and in India

From the Junagadh Inscription of Skandagupta®? it is known that Visnu’s dwarf incarnation
was popular during the Gupta period. Bhagavan Vamanasvami in the Sankhu (Kathmandu district)
Inscription (XXXII) dated 538 A.D. is the proof of Visnu’s dwarf incarnation which was popular at
that time in Nepal also.

The Eran Stone Inscription of Toramana'® mentions about the incarnation of Lord Visnu. The
Anantalinge$vara Inscription (CXXII) of Nepal dated 656A.D.
refers Varahayatra.

In Nepal Visnu was specially worshipped in his
Jalasayana form but the Vyasa, Narasihha, Balarama,
Trivikrama, Vamana and Siikara forms were also worshipped.

Vedavyasa was regularly worshipped in Nepal and there
was a temple of Vedavyasa in which his image was worshipped
as a deity.'* The Kapinche (Patan) Inscription (XXVI) dated 527
A.D., records the grant of a land in favour of Maharsi
Vaisampayana. Vedavyasa was present in Gupta inscriptions as
the composer of the traditional verses but nowhere he is said to
be worshipped as a deity.

Nara3|mha delty in Bhaktapur '
Darbar, Nepal B
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6. Saivaism: Most Popular Faith in Nepal & South India

Saivaism was the stronger and most popular faith in Nepal in 4"-8"" century A.D. Among the
coins issued during Licchavi period, Pasupati coins are found in the largest number. The
Budhhanilakantha Inscription of Manadeva I dated 473 A.D. (VI) proves that with Visnu Manadeva |
was a worshipper of Siva also. There was no conflict between Saivaism and Vaisnavism. Although
Mandeva I was personally a Vaisnavite, but his two queens and daughter constructed Saiva images (V
& XIII) and Siva lingas (XVIII). Amsuvarma adopted the title of bhagavatpasupati bhattaraka
padanugrhita and Jayadeva Il mentions in his inscriptions that all his ancestors were devotees of
Siva.ls

Though Saiva —faith was their personal faith the Nepal kings gave equal respect to other gods
and goddesses.

The same picture reflected in the Gupta inscriptions. The Vakatakas of the south Indla were
originally the devotees of god Siva. The Talagunda Pillar : -
Inscription of Santivarman?® is a saiva inscription and
proves that Saivism was very much prevalent in South
India during the 5" century A.D. But Prabhavatigupta is
delineated as the devotee of Visnu as evidenced by her
Poona Copper Plate Inscription®’
(atyantabhagavadbhakta). In the Chammak Copper Plate
Inscription of Maharaja Pravarasena 11,*® Rudrasena lI,
Prabhavatigupta’s husband, is said to be a worshipper of
god Cakrapani or Visnu. Rudrasena I was an ardent
devotee of the lord Mahabhairava. The Mandasore Stone
Inscription of Yasodharman and Visnuvardhan dated 532
A.D., ¥ was truly a saiva inscription.

The cult of Siva was the second expansive religion in
India but in Nepal it was the first. Siva was worshipped
during the days of the Guptas, as evidenced by Kalidasa’s
works and the Meghadiita refers to him as Mahakala
(Purva Megha-35). The Bilsad Stone Pillar Inscription of
Kumaragupta dated 415-416 A.D.?° informs that
Dhruvasarman, constructed a gateway, established an
almshouse and erected a lofty pillar at a temple of god - '

Kartikeya. Kumaragupta also issued peacock type coins ~ Kal Bhairab, Kathmandu, Nepal
in honour of Kartikeya. All these evidences speak of a

Saivaite character.

The Khoh Copper Plate grant of Maharaja Hastin, dated 475-476 A.D.?! and the Majhgawam
Copper Plate Inscription?? begins with the invocation of Mahadeva. But through the Khoh Copper
Plate grant of Samksobha dated 528 A.D.? it is proved that Samksobha, son of Maharaja Hastin did
not follow his father’s religious faith Saivism and accepted Vaisnavism.

7. The Cult of Lakule$a in India and in Nepal

In the Mathura Pillar Inscription of Candragupta Il dated 380 A.D.?* refers Uditacarya as being
tenth descent from Bhagavat Kusika. Dr. Banerjee says,?® “Bhandarkar identifies this Kusika with one
of the four disciples of the great Saiva saint Lakulisa or Lakuli who is believed to be the last incarnation
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of Mahadeva.”. The cult of Lakule$a, the only incarnatory form of Siva, was worshipped during the
Licchavi period in Nepal as evidenced by the Chhatrachandesvara Inscription of the time of Jisnugupta
(CIV) dated 640 A.D.?®

Different Names of Siva

Saiva worship again is referred to in the Karamdanda Stone Inscription dated 436 A.D. 27 The
Mahadeva known here as Prthivi$vara and in Nirmand Copper Plate Inscription of Samudragupta?®
refers his name as Mihire$vara. The Gunaighar Copper Plate Inscription of Vainyagupta?® refers the
name of the Pradyumnesvara Siva. The name of Pradyumne$vara Siva is known from the Deopara
prasasti of Vijayasena.® In Nepal Siva was worshipped under different names-Bhadre$vara,
Bhrngaresvara, Bhuvane$vara, Candre$vara, LaditamaheSvara, Nathe$vara, Prabhuke$vara,
Parvate$vara, Rame$vara, Vi§ve$vara, Vajre$vara.3? A practice is seen in Nepal which was practiced
in south-India was that when an image was installed the name of the god was coined after the name of
the person who constructed the temple and installed the image such as Anuparame$vara by Abhiri
Gomini, wife of Anuparama and mother of Bhaumagupta (XXXIII); Vijaye§vara by Manadeva I’s
daughter Vijayavati (XVIII); Ratne$vara by Ratnasangha (VIII); Jaye§vara by Jayalambha (XI) and
Prabhuke$vara by Prabhusangha (X).

Teacher of Pasupata Sect

It has been observed through the study of the Nepal inscriptions (CIV dated 640 A.D.) that
there were different sects of Pasupatas and the teachers of those Pasupata sects existed at that time.
Such teacher was Acarya Bhagavat Pranarddana-Prana- Kausika. The Mathura Pillar Inscription of
Candragupta 11 dated 380 A.D.3 shows that under the teacher Arya Uditacarya, Saivism was
flourishing in Mathura at that time. The two immediate religious teachers preceding Uditacarya were
Bhagavat Upamita-vimala and Bhagavat Kapila-vimala.

8. Buddhism

In Nepal the earliest purely Buddhist information is found in the undated inspiration from
Lagantol (XXXV). Vrsadeva was the first king whose partiality for Buddhism was on record.
According to chronicles king Vrsadeva favoured Buddhism and constructed Dandocaitya. This
inscription is on it which refers to the endowment of lands for feeding the sarigha. The Mankuwar
Stone Image Inscription of Kumaragupta I dated 448 A.D.® records that Biksu Budhhamitra installed
the image of Budhha. Sanct continued to be a great centre of Buddhism. The Saic1 Stone Inscription
of Candragupta Il speaks of a mahavihara at Kakanadabota (Safici).3* The Nepal inscriptions inform
about the  vihdras named  Manavihara, Sivadevavihara, Srimanvihara, Kharjurikavihara,
Madhyamvihara, Ajikavihara, Abhayarucivihara, Caturbhalatasanavihara, Gumvihara,
Jivavarmavihara, Madhyamavihara, Puspavatikavihara etc.%®

Saranatha like Sanct was another reputed centre of Buddhism. Saranatha had the two Budhha
images containing inscriptions respectively of the time of Kumaragupta II, dated 473 A.D. In the first
the Budhha is called Sasta (teacher). 36

Arya- viksu Sarigha

The Sanci Stone Inscription, dated 412 A.D.%" says that Amarakarddava, a faithful attendant of
Candragupta made a grant of 25 Dinaras and a village called I$varavasaka to the Arya-sangha, i. e.
the community of Buddhist monks. In the Licchavi inscriptions there are Arya- viksu sasigha (CXI,
CXXVIII) and Arya- viksuni sarigha (CXXXVIII) also. It is true that Buddhism occupied an exalted
position under the guidance of the Guptas though their patronage towards this religion was not direct.
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Amarakarddava who himself did not most probably belonged to the Buddhist order, showed his deep
reverence for the Buddhist religion.

Buddhism was served by the rulers who were the devotees of other religions.

The Mandasor Stone Inscription of the time of Prabhakara dated 467 A.D.®records the
construction of stipa, kipa, prapa (shed for supplying free drinking water) and arama (garden) in a
Buddhist monastery by Dattabhata, the commander-in-chief of the forces of king Prabhakara. The
inscription is a unique blending of Brahmanism and Buddhism. Dattabhata respected Hindu Gods and
went forward to construct a Buddhist stipa. The construction of a Buddhist stipa by a Brahmana
general was common in the Gupta Empire.

The same practice was popular in Nepal. Amsuvarma was a great devotee of Siva but he treated
Budhhism equally. Though Naredradeva was a great devotee of Pasupatinatha who fed and devoted to
Pasupata Brahmanas and assumed the title of Paramamahesvara, he had also same reverence to
Budhhha who depicted dharmacakra (Budhhist-wheel) in some of his inscriptions.® The Gunaighar
Copper Plate Inscription of Vainyagupta® is the earliest record speaking of a Hindu king who made a
gift to a Buddhist vikara. Like the earlier Gupta monarch Vainyagupta was not a follower of Visnu.
He was a great devotee of Mahadeva.

Avalokitesvara

Gunaighar Copper Plate Inscription of Vainyagupta*' also mentions Avalokite$vara. The
worship of Aryavalokite$vara and Avalokite$vara became very popular at that time in Nepal. The
installation of an image of Bhagavat-Aryavalokite$vara is recorded in the Lagantol (Kathmandu)
Inscription of the reign of Ramadeva (XXXV). The Buddhist deities including Avalokite$vara invoked
in the inscription on a caitya (XCI) in Nepal.

Budhha in Different Names

The Kura Stone Inscription of Toramana*? throws light on the state of the Buddhism prevalent in the
Punjab area during the first part of the 6™ century A.D. the Budhha has been described here as the god
of the gods (Devatideva). In the Chabahil Inscription (X11I) the Buddha is mentioned as Mahamuni, but
in the Simbhu stupa fragmentary inscription he is described as Sambuddha Jagadekaguru. 43

Daily worship

The Gunaighar Copper Plate Inscription of Vainyagupta dated 507 A.D. #states that from the
income of the agrahara land the worship of the lord Budhha with perfumes, flowers, lights, incense
were directed to be held thrice a day-gandha-puspa-dhiipa-dipadi-pravarttanaya (lines 5-6). The
inscription at Pharping dating back to Amsuvarma has mentioned the construction of a shrine of the
Buddhist god Kumaravijaya (LXXXIII) is of interest mentioning umbrella, garment, flower,
vermillion, lamp, and musical instruments in connection with the worship of the god. The sangha-
prasada mentioned in the Naxal Inscription®® was most likely a Buddhist sanigharama. The devoted
followers recited stanzas of Navagrantha (nine sacred scriptures) in the viharas and in front of images
of the Buddhist divinities in the morning and evening.

Baigram Copper Plate Inscription dated 447 A.D.*¢ is a deed of sale and registers the purchase
by private persons of khila (fallow) and vastu (homestead) lands belonging to the state for the purpose
of donation to a temple. The purpose of the purchasing land was to meet the expenses, out of the
income from the lands, for repairing the temple of lord Govindasvamin, when damaged or dilapidated,
and for the performance of daily worship with perfumery, incense, lamp or flowers.
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Jainism

Jaina devotees also used to get support from the Gupta kings. The Udaygiri Inscription dated
425 A.D.*" informs that Sankara, a disciple of Acarya Gosvamin, erected an image of Jaina Tirthankara
Par§va or Par$vanatha. An excellent liberal outlook of Skandagupta’s time is furnished by Kahum
Stone Pillar Inscription dated 460-461 A.D.*® which states that Madra who had great respect for
Brahmanas set up five images made of stone of the Jaina Tirthankaras.
The religious practices of the Budhhists and the Jainas usually took the form of installations of the
statues of the Budhha and the Tirthankaras respectively. The Gunaigharh Inscription of Vainyagupta
confirms that monks, residing in the sangha were provided with clothing (civara), food (pindapata),
and bedding (sayana), seating (@sana) and medicines.

The conclusion can be drawn like this: the Gupta kings valued the religious toleration much
and it is a pointer to amity and peace that prevailed among heterogeneous religious sects. The Paharpur
Copper Plate Inscription dated 478 A.D.*° records that a Brahmana couple intended to purchase some
fallow lands for the purpose of making donation in favour of a Jaina vihara.

It is said that “During the rule of the 15th Kirata King Jinghri, another religious
doctrine, Jainism, was being preached by Mahavir in modern-day country called India. Bhadrabhau, a
disciple of Mahavira Jaina, is said to have come to Nepal. But Jainism did not gain as much popularity
as Buddhism in Nepal.”® Regarding Jainism unfortunately there is no information available from
select dated inscriptions.

Other Minor Religious Cults
Sun god

Worship of Sun god was popular in ancient Nepal. The Tebahal Sun Image Inscription (X)
dated 480 A.D., records the installation of an image of the Sun god and a land grant to him. The deity
here is called Bhagavan Indra Divakara. It is not known how the name of Indra came to be associated
with Sun. In the Lele inscription (LXV) dated 604 A.D. there is reference of Indragosthika which
proves that worship of Sun god was popular at that time.

Worship of Sun was similarly popular in the time of the Guptas. The Mandasore Stone
Inscription of Kumaragupta I and Bandhuvarman dated 436 and 437 A.D.5! state that a temple of Sun
was built by the silk-weavers. Skandagupta was also a worshipper of the Sun-god as evidenced by
some of his silver coins.>? The Indore Copper Plate Inscription dated 465 A.D.53 speaks of a temple of
Sun established by two merchants of Indrapura. The Gwalior Stone Inscription of Mihirakula® informs
that Hiina Mihirakula was a devotee of Siva. This inscription is an interesting evidence of the Sun cult
in the Gupta era. It is said in the inscription that Matrceta, caused to be made a stone temple of the
Sun. From the inscriptional evidences it is revealed that during the Gupta age the Sun cult extended
over the vast portion of the Madhya Pradesh. From the Banshkhera and Madhuvan inscriptions of
Harsavardhana it is known that Harsa’s ancestral deity was the Sun and his ancestors were called
paramadityabhakta.

7

Saktism and Tantricism
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The Bihar Stone Pillar Inscription, dated 455-467 A.D.% refers to the worship of Skanda or
Kartikeya along with the divine mothers which connect with the Saktism or Tantricism. Tantricism
was very much cultivated during the time of Skandagupta. This Gangdhar Stone Inscription of
Vi$vavarman dated 423 A.D.%® also says, Mayiiraksaka, a minister of Vi§vavarman who was a great
devotee of Visnu constructed the temple of divine mothers. The association of Dakini-s or female
ghosts with the mother goddess and with the magic rites is a clear evidence of the introduction of
Tantricism in Brahmanical faith. There is Tantricism in Buddhist faith in Nepal. During the first half
of the 7" century, Vajrayana deities became popular among Nepalese Buddhist. Deities such as
Svaymbhii Vajrayogini and Sakyamuni Budhha are repeatedly referred to in ancient inscriptions.
Numerous famous teachers and adepts from India such as Vasubandhu, the tantric Nagarjuna,
Padmasambhava, Santiraksita and Kamalasila are said to have come to Kathmandu valley in the
service of Buddhism but none of these seems to have stayed for very long. The activities of Nagarjuna,
Padmasambhava and Vasubandhu are identified with miraculous events, which tend to support the
notion that tantric forms of Buddhism were present in the valley at a very early stage.>” Some tantric
Buddhist deities of this period are known from the inscriptions (XCI), chronicles and Tibetan sources-
Aksyobhya, Amitabha, Vajrayogini, Vajravairabha, Usnisavijaya
and Samantabhadra. There was a strong influence of mother
Goddess cults which resulted in Buddhist deities. The Inscription
of Sikubahi (XLVIII) talks of Matrikas. Insouth India,
Saptamatrika worship is prevalent, the Astamatrika are venerated
in Nepal.%8

Contemporary inscriptions record that Sakti was worshipped in
| Gupta period under the names of Bhagavati, Bhavani, Katyayani,
& PRREYESS | Devi, Parvati ete.5
Saptamatrika Though the Gupta kings were Paramabhagavatas, “...,yet they
worshipped Sakti or Durga, invoked her in their strenuous
campaigns of conquest and defence against the invading Hunas and depicted her in their coins,
Simhavahana or LaksmT appropriately figured on many Gupta coins”®°

At that time Sakti worship was popular in Nepal also.

Vijayasvamini, wife of Manadeva I was a devotee of Bhagavati Vijayasri, and installed an
image of Palanchowk Bhagavati (XIV) on 503 A.D. The Harigaon inscription of Am$uvarma (LXIX)
dated 606 A.D. records a grant of 3 Puranas and 1 Papa which is donated to Sridevi. May be Sridevi
enjoys the Sakta connection. Devi and S support the Sakta association of Devi Bhagavati Vijayasri.

Religious Tolerance
It is known from the inscriptional evidences that Gupta kings had a liberal outlook upon
religion and they donated to all religious sects.

Although the Gupta kings were the staunch followers of the Vaisnavism, their subjects could
belong to any sect and follow any religion like Nepal rulers.

The Udayagiri Cave Inscription®® is a Saiva inscription and it records that Sava Virasena,
Chandragupta’s minister of peace and war excavated a cave to serve it as a sanctuary of the god
Sambhu. Chandragupta IT a Vaisnava king was tolerant enough to appoint a minister having a leaning
towards Saivism.
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The Khoh Copper-Plate Inscription of Sarvanatha dated 512 A.D.%2 records the repairing of the
shrine of Visnu and Aditya and Sarvanatha declared that some amount of the income should be spent
for the purpose of the maintenance of bali, caru, satra etc in both these shrines.

The Bhamodra-Mohota Copper Plate Inscription of Dronasirhha dated 502 A.D.% contains the

various religious beliefs of the Vallabht kings. Dharasena I and his younger brother Dronasimha were
devotees of Mahe$vara. Dronasimha’s younger brother Dhruvasena I was a great devotee of Lord
Visnu. Dhruvasena’s younger brother was a great devotee of Aditya.
It is said that “In spite of the Guptas’ predilection towards Vaisnavism this period was the spectrum
essentially of religious harmony and toleration, in the Brahmanism, Buddhism and Jainism existed
side by side.”® In the Paharpur Copper Plate Inscription® refers Brahmana as donors. This grant
records that a Brahmna and his wife intended to purchase some fellow lands to donate in favour of a
Jaina vihara.

Though Saiva —faith was their personal faith the kings of Nepal gave equal respect to other
gods and goddesses. Although Mandeva I was personally a Vaispavite he was catholic about other
sects and put no hindrance to his spouses and daughter. General people were also free to adopt any
sect which indicated his religious toleration. Though Naredradeva assumed the title of
Paramamahesvara, he had also same reverence to Budhhha who depicted dharmacakra (Budhhist-
wheel) in some of his inscriptions.®®

Although Ams$uvarma was a Saiva king but he did not ignore the Vaisnavite gods. In his
Harigaon Inscription (LXXIV) dated 608 A.D. he gives due donations to Dolasikharasvamin,
Narasimhadeva, Bhumbhukkika, Jalasayanasvamin. Am$uvarma was a great devotee of Siva but he
treated Budhhism equally. The Harigaon inscription of Amsuvarma (LXXIV) dated 608 A.D., shows
the rulers played a very significant role in the development of Buddhism in Nepal. The Harigaon
inscription of Ams$uvarma (LXIX) dated 606 A.D. records a grant to Devi Bhagavati Vijayasri. From
the term Sasthidevakula appear in the Harigaon inscription of Amsuvarma dated 606 A.D., (LXIX)
which clearly indicates that the temple belongs to the folk goddess Sasthi.

The example of one Saiva ruler (Amséuvarma) who simultaneously donated to Vaisnavite gods,
viharas and sanghas, to Devi Bhagavati Vijayasri and to the folk goddess Sasthi indicate to take the
idea that at that time in Nepal the rulers were no less liberal and tolerant than the Gupta rulers of India.
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The Zoo Story

Indifference is one of the many maladies normally inflicted on the drifters of any society.
Many unfortunate individuals are forced to feel so alienated even from their own people. Edward
Albee, one of the towering personalities of the 20" Century American Theater, had effectively
captured the badly nurtured lives of such estranged multitudes of his society in his many trend-
setting and controversially stirring presentations on the stage. Gabbard in his work Edward
Albee’s Triptych on Abandonment asserts that Edward Albee’s plays “ring with rage at
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society’s disregard for its outcasts”. Albee used his plays to delineate the painful life of
such disturbed persons. The Zoo Story is one such play wherein Albee brought to light the plight
of Jerry, a victim of the indifferent attitude of a decomposing society. Driven to madness, and
thereby driven to a Zoo to learn how the caged animals co-exist, Jerry walked northerly to reach a
Central Park only to miserably fail in his yet another attempt to clinch a conversation with a fellow
human being, leading to his own suicide-murder. Though what happened at the Central Park, or
the plot of this one-act play, seems unrealistic, Jerry’s appalling death shocks not only Peter, whose
indifference finally forced Jerry to commit the heinous crime of suicide, but also the complacent
theater-goers of an ailing society. This paper attempts to stress on the importance on the need of
a remedy for the ego-centric malady called indifference.

Many Turn Neurotic - Deterioration

In the past, individuals turn romantic to wander lonely as clouds to converse with
the captivating codes of Nature. In the modern world, many troubled individuals turn
neurotic unable to cope up with the excruciating modes of torture. Deprived of all basic
needs, these poor creatures creep deep into the caves of solitude only to erupt emotional,
and, at times, violent. In many such cases, the individuals are not to blame. Many factors
contribute to the distasteful deterioration. Playwrights of the twentieth century endeavor
to lay bare the deterioration and its causes. The plays of Edward Albee too “portray
alienated individuals who suffer as a result of unjust social, moral, and religious
strictures...” (CLC 113)

Jerry in The Zoo Story — The Permanent Transient

Jerry in The Zoo Story, Grandma in The Sandbox and The American Dream, Martha
in Who'’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? and Bessie Smith in The Death of Bessie Smith are
some of the individuals who suffered as a result of unjust social, moral, and religious
strictures. The individual whose life is taken up for analysis in this paper is Jerry, the
troubled individual in The Zoo Story. The play which launched Albee’s meteoric rise to
fame is about the inability of Jerry, “the permanent transient,” (ZS 1) in making a
meaningful contact with a fellow human being. It presents a confrontation between the
middle-class America and its outcasts. Set in the Central Park, an average American is
confronted by a drifter from the other side of the park. The duologue (between Peter, the
conformist bourgeois and Jerry, the outcast) ends when Jerry provokes Peter into drawing
a knife and then impales himself on it. Through a sequence of failed conversations and
many misinterpretations of the act of love, Jerry tries to teach Peter the nature of human
existence and relations.

Example of Alienated Youth

The character of Jerry is a classic example of the alienated youths who are the
victims of the maladies of modern society. The play offers no detailed direct account of
how the world is actually responsible for Jerry’s precarious life. But, his rootless, aimless
and frenzied life is certainly the result of his broken home and also of the casual,
complacent and indifferent society. The play throws enough light on what made Jerry’s
life so shaky and in shambles. A peep into the life of Jerry will clearly explicate an
intensely harrowing expression of estrangement in American society. Jerry is consumed
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with loneliness. Living in a rooming house, he is alone and longing, rather desperately,
for some meaningful communication with fellow human beings. Unable to achieve that,
he sacrifices his life to accomplish a permanent contact with a stranger called Peter.
Albee introduces Jerry as "a man in his late thirties, not poorly dressed, but carelessly.
What was once a trim and lightly muscled body has begun to go to fat; and while he is no
longer handsome, it is evident that he once was” (ZS 3). Though only in his late thirties,
Jerry is in physical decline. His weariness is evidently a result of his sordid personal
history. He is a product of a broken home, the orphaned son of a promiscuous, alcoholic
mother and a weak father. His adoptive puritanical aunt dies prematurely. Deprived of
a normal family environment, Jerry is apparently unable to find solid, loving
relationships. His homosexuality separates him from others, and his seedy rooming house
reeks of alienation. The most vivid tenants of the rooming house are symptomatic of a
pathological contaminant of contemporary life.

Pathological Contaminant of Contemporary Life

The tenants are people caged in their respective cells of solitude, cut off from one
another in a hellish world, throwing Jerry to shore all alone on the top floor where he
lives in a laughably small room. Further signs of desolation and desperation lie first in
the figure of the fat, ugly, misanthropic, drunken landlady, who makes repulsive sexual
advances to Jerry, and next in the figure of her monstrous dog. Jerry and the dog are as
alienated from each other as the animals in the zoo are from one another and from human
beings. Jerry’s inability to communicate with the dog has rendered him desperate for one
last chance at contact with a living being. He tries it with Peter at the Central Park. What
happens at the park forms the plot of the play.

Peter’s Failure to See the Moral

Peter, the other character in the play, however, with his tweeds, pipe, horn-
rimmed glasses, and afternoon book, is unable to offer the vital breakthrough that Jerry
has been desperately looking for. Peter, hails from a highly organized and conventional
middle-class world, repeatedly fails to apprehend the moral in any of Jerry’s stories.
More importantly, he fails to see the desperation and vulnerability of Jerry. Also, he fails
to recognize his own human deficiencies. He remains a representative of the successful
American businessman. He is so securely locked into the bourgeois values and
comfortable way of life that he cannot see or respond to the desolation around him. He
is a sophisticated version of the impersonality and also atypical of the indifferent attitude
of the society that refuses to pay any attention to the pains and needs of its outcasts.

Poles Apart

Both are almost of the same age — Jerry is in his late thirties and Peter is in his
early forties — they are poles apart. The polarity is so telling. Peter, well settled in life,
married, blessed with two daughters, two parakeets, and two television sets, lives in a
nice neighborhood enjoying an executive position in a textbook publishing firm. But,
Jerry remains a drifter, drifts along the chaotic current of a disorganized world, and lives
in no better place than a dungeon. Jerry may have longings to live together but lives
alone and remains a drifter. There is no one to talk to him, to share his joys, if any, or
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sorrows. Nothing in his life is meaningful and lasting; everything is miserable and
painfully passing. There is absolutely no one whom he can look up to for any needs. His
long lingering thirst for some true communication is shamelessly thwarted by people who
live in some shells of their own. Jerry remains a tramp, being trampled by the tribulations
caused by a decomposing society.

All About Absurd Situation — Breakdown in Communication

The basic situation that Albee provides for his The Zoo Story is absurd. A stranger
meets another stranger in a Central Park, attempts a conversation and, after having failed
in his attempt, orchestrates his own (suicide) murder. Whether absurd or illogical, the
happenings in the central park on that fateful Sunday evening has clearly brought to light
how indifference drives human beings to desperation and eventually to death. Behind this
absurd situation, there is a strong message. Breakdown in communication caused by
indifference and complacency can never make but only break the lives of poor
individuals. A society where such poor individuals turn schizophrenic, learn lessons from
dogs, burn his passions with strangers for some conversations, and finally turn violent,
can never be a healthy society. Albee just attempts a fine tuning with the shocking
episode at the Central Park in The Zoo Story.

Pinch of Loneliness

Albee’s Jerry has been a troubled individual throughout his life. This hero is not
merely a figment of Albee’s imagination. In an interview, Albee has reportedly said that
all those people shown to be living in the rooming houses are real. The miserable life of
those people has had a strong impact on the young playwright and the play is the result
of that impact. They are so isolated from the rest of the world that they find human
contacts a far cry. All those troubled people, especially Jerry, feel the pinch of loneliness.
The play is an expression of a loquacious desperation. Jerry has been longing for
someone whom he can talk to. “But once in a while”, he tells Peter, “I like to talk to
somebody, really talk; like to get to know somebody, know all about him” (ZS 6). Man
is a social animal. He is not a machine and cannot lead a lonely life in the midst of a
madding crowd. One of the basic needs of man is the urge to communicate. Not in man
alone, almost in every creature, this urge is so innate. This need to communicate is the
very foundation for a healthy bond and thereby a healthier life. Jerry is badly deprived
of all.

Any barrier to healthy communication will naturally result in a sort of disorder in
the persona of any individual. The world provides only barriers to Jerry in all his life.
Man cannot live alone and live without sufficing the urge to communicate. Jerry has been
living alone and without any soul, excepting the landlady and the dog, to make contact
with. This breakdown in communication is one of the serious ills affecting the modern
society. Albee is painfully aware of this grave concern. Through the portrayal of what
happened at the central park, Albee has tried to send a strong message to the audience, to
the readers. This malady has to be cured. It cannot be cured as long as the society turns
a blind eye to the precarious lives of individuals like Jerry. Mankind needs to be
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sympathetic and caring to the needs of such people. Some consideration will surely make
the world a better place for the bitterly suffering lives.

Peter as Modern Man

Peter stands for the complacent modern man. He is well settled in life, has a
regular income, and has been living happily with his family. He has no major issues to
settle with in his smooth world. He comes to the park to read. He prefers reading a book
to having any conversation with a fellow human being. He does not like to be disturbed
by anyone. Had he been a little more receptive to the intruder’s many prattles, one
precious life could have been saved. The unexpected suicide murder could have been
averted. The modern society is full of persons like Peter. Albee wants Peters of this
world to learn a lesson from his play. He wants them to be more compassionate, more
sympathetic, and more social with fellow human beings. It may be easier to remain
passive without participating in the affairs of others. But, Albee wants modern man to
be active, active even with the activities of others. Albee’s message from this play is the
utter necessity of healthier human bond. Albee makes this message through the story of
Jerry. The world is like a zoo and the people living therein are separated by self-inflicted
bars. There “we neither love nor hurt because we do not try to reach each other” (ZS 22).
Albee’s consideration for the well-being of the individuals is very effectively delineated
with the help of the two characters Jerry and Peter. One is so loquacious and the other
one so reticent. They are oxymoronic in many ways. The playwright has purposefully
created these two characters to be opposites. Albee generates much of the play’s tragic
tension by yoking opposites together. As it has been already stated, they are poles apart
in many ways. The contradiction is so telling that it effectively brings to light the core
of grief of modern man. The deep-rooted desperation with which Jerry suddenly barges
into the secluded part of the park to announce to Peter and also to the audience that he
has been to the zoo has obviously disturbed the complacent attributes of every one.
Peter’s preoccupation with the book receives a jolt with the restless Jerry’s relentless
attempts at conversation with him. With the death of Jerry, Peter, the other character,
might have been dispossessed not only of his bench but also of his indifference and
complacency. He can never be the same person again.

Core of Grief of Modern Life

Though variedly seen, one aspect of the play is generally accepted that the play
lays bare the core of grief of modern life. Roudane has rightly termed this play as
“nothing less than the general tragedy of modern existence itself” (28). Indeed, modern
life proves to be a tough nut for many poor individuals. Especially when people pay more
attention to material success, they fail to see the world around them, resulting in societal
schisms which separate the haves from the have-nots. The 1950s is often considered the
heyday of The American dream. After the World War 11, the US economy boomed, and
a middle-class lifestyle was more attainable than ever before. However, many of the
period’s greatest authors were critical of the effect this capitalist ethic had on American
culture. Many of Albee’s contemporaries — such as Arthur Miller and Richard Yates —
wrote scathing satires of American materialism. Albee shares their scepticism about the
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American dream. Albee suggests that middle class existence is not as attainable as it
seems- and that it may not even be desirable.

Middle-Class Life

The middle-class life is not attainable for Jerry whose world is troubled, an
environment filled with suffering humanity and with a disarming mixture of love, hate,
and squalor. His neighbors — a “colored queen” (ZS 23) who plucks his eye-brows, the
Puerto Rican family, the invisible crying woman, the landlady — function as constant
reminders of those whose lives are ontologically different from Peter’s. In many respects
Jerry’s present environment is merely a terrible extension of his past world: his mother
ran away, had numerous affairs, and wound up dead; soon after, a city bus crushed his
drunken father; Jerry then moved in with his aunt, only to witness her death on his high
school graduation day. Emotionally buffeted in his youth, Jerry feels abandoned on all
fronts. His present condition offers little sense of resolution, boundaries, and solace.
Jerry is helplessly on the brink of madness. Not only middle — class life, even a human
contact remains a far cry for him. Jerry’s life offers a harrowing portrait of a young man
alienated from the human race.

On the contrary, the middle-class life is very much within the reach of Peter. But
in his case the life proves to be undesirable. He lacks individuality, and in the words of
Zimbardo, he “blends perfectly into the brightly-packaged emptiness of the modern
landscape” (46). Peter’s comfortable but banal inactive life and his non-participatory
stance towards any meaningful human encounter prove that his middle-class life is utterly
meaningless and undesirable. He learns to deflect social engagement, turns away all
opportunities for such engagements. He fails in human intercourse because of a
withdrawal into a comfortable bourgeois life.

Death Experience

Edward Albee seems all at pains to bring to light this undesirable attitude of
modern man. Peter alone is not responsible for the death of Jerry. Many factors might
have contributed to the death experience at the end of the play. The most important factor
that actually drives him to desperation and to death is the acute sense of loneliness. This
loneliness, in the case of Jerry, is not self-inflicted but inflicted upon him by the
indifferent attitude of the society which, according to the playwright, refuses to
participate in the affairs of others. Albee believes that the Peters of the modern world
may not remain the same after the suicide-murder in the central park. Legally Peter will
not be accountable for Jerry’s death, but, Albee implies, after this Sunday afternoon’s
events he will feel accountable in a spiritual sense. Peter will not be able to remain
isolated; also, he may not remain the same person again.

Albee’s concerns are not restricted to the pitiable existence of individuals like
Jerry alone. The playwright is also equally worried about the banal lifeless existence of
Peters. He too is a victim of isolation with a difference. In his case, it is mostly self-
imposed. Conditioned by the culture, he becomes excessively insensitive to his
surroundings. Benumbed by the false comforts of material advantages of the modern
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world, he leads a life of predictable patterns. Albee provides the Peters of the modern
world a teaching emotion through the death of Jerry. While discussing the necessity of
stabbing, Albee, in an interview with Philip C. Kolin, suggests that death is the only way
Jerry can break through the well-ordered world of Peter to educate him (36). Indeed, The
Zoo Story is a life-affirming play. The play certainly subordinates pessimism to the
possibility that the individual can communicate honestly with the self and the other during
the precious time of our lives. What Albee ultimately presents in the play is a potential
for regeneration and a great unquestionable source of optimism which underlies the
overtly aggressive text and performance.
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Abstract

There have always been debates on how to teach, what to teach and when to teach what. Over
time, teaching methods have frequently been revisited and updated. Recently, with the advent of
computer technology, there emerged some new teaching methodologies like corpus-based learning
(also called Data-Driven Learning (DDL)) and computer-assisted language learning (CALL). This
means that the practices and the attitudes towards English teaching need to be updated, too. This is
not, however, the case in English classes in MENA countries where teachers predominantly use the
traditional methods of teaching.

Consequently, recent reports have shown that MENA countries have the very lowest
proficiency in English language in the world. This paper introduces corpus linguistics and corpus-
based learning to the MENA English classrooms in order to improve the English language learning
process and make, for the time being, a balance between traditional and modern teaching methods.
This balance can be realized in incorporating inductive learning with ductive learning one the one
hand, and student-centered classes and teacher-centered classes on the other. In order to showcase
the advantages of using corpus-based method in the language classroom, corpus-based materials and
concordances are designed using the Sketch Engine and the Brown corpus.

Keywords: Corpus Linguistics, Corpus-Based Learning, Concordances, ELT, Inductive Learning.

1. Introduction

The interest in language learning has always been there since time memorial. While new
approaches to language teaching keep emerging, the previous ones keep getting updated in order to
cope with the time and demands and to provide better options. In the past few decades, some recent
approaches like the Suggestopedia, the Total Physical Approach and the Silent Way provide new and
revised methods to language teaching. These methods have been a subject to a lot of debates and
controversies. The reason seems to have been the familiarity of traditional approaches to educators
worldwide and the fear of trying something new. Boulton (2009, p. 02) argues that “their limited
adoption world-wide is perhaps partly due to dogmatic adherence to ideology which remains
impervious to evidence and experimentation and insufficiently able to adopt to local cultures.”

2. Status of English in MENA Countries

English language use in MENA countries traces back to the British colonialism in the twentieth
century, resulting in the integration of English in the majority of the states’ public schools. Since
then, the attitude towards English in MENA region has remained positive and English has been

! The Middle East and North Africa
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considered a facilitator rather than a hindrance. There are, however, some voices that advocate the
prominence of Arabic language in the region; these voices consider English in one way or another a
threat to Arabic language.

In spite of that, English has established itself as the language of trade, business and political
communications. It is the most spoken foreign language in the region and there is a remarkably large
number of individuals in the region who study English for a range of purposes, in informal and
formal settings. Also, English is one the subjects of the national curricular in almost all MENA
countries. Regions, however, differ in the stage at which English is introduced. In Saudi Arabia, for
instance, English is introduced at the fourth grade whereas it is introduced at the seventh grade in
Yemen.

One of the biggest challenges of ELT in MENA is that English teachers (who are mostly from
the natives of MENA) are not well-trained for teaching; they lack fluency, accuracy, proficiency and
they struggle a lot in getting ideas and information across to the students. They are very static;
applying the same method in all their classes and they show no scope of improvement. They do
struggle in applying effective EFL teaching methods because they are not sufficiently educated,
equipped, and prepared to understand the needs of the students and tailor their teaching accordingly.

Another apparent flaw of the ELT practices in MENA countries is that it is lopsided. The rules that
teachers keep presenting to students in the class are the simplest parts of the language. Since students
are relying totally on their teachers and not doing any self-learning on their own, they fail to discover
the complexity of the language and the other hidden rules required for better fluency and accuracy.
Presentation of simple rules leads attaining low levels of language. Intensive, focused, and self-driven
discovery of rules lead to a better language level and ensures a high rate of retention.

Considering the way English is taught in the Middle East, it is not surprising that the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) have the lowest levels of English proficiency in the world according to a
report published in 2015 by EF-EPI (Education First, English Proficiency Index), an international
education company that focuses on language, academics and cultural experience. The report also
shows that no progress is noticed in English proficiency despite spending big on education, reducing
the education barriers and increasing the number of girl students in classes. The picture below shows
that all MENA countries have a very low proficiency of English except UAE due to the high number
of foreign English speakers.
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United Arab | Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Irag, Jordan,

Emirates Kuwait, Libya, Morocco, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Yemen
® Very High ® High Moderate Low Very Low

EF-EPI Report: 2015

Not only do the MENA countries have the lowest levels of English proficiency in the world, the
report also shows that the proficiency is declining which is shocking considering the amount of money
invested on education. The report shows that MEENA countries spend per student more than any other
countries in Asia, but the result is disappointing. This is an alarm for the need of reforming the
educational systems in order to make use of the new resources and technology of education.

3. The Corpus-Based Method

The shift of focus in English language teaching from communication to from and structure started
in the mid-1990s. This shift was triggered by the criticism against the many aspects of communicative
language teaching (CLT). Another reason relates to the inability to define CLT, leaving it open for
“unprincipled eclecticism, varying from teacher to teacher” (Hadley 2002, p. 02). The inability to
define CLT has led to the emergence of new methods like PPP, Task-Based Learning, Silent Way, etc.

In MENA countries, the debate has not reached the level of CLT much as teachers are still in love
with the Grammar Translation Method. Students still depend on memorization for the sake of passing
exams, classes are teacher-centered with little involvement of students. Most of the students depend
totally on their teachers and completely stick to the textbooks which is normal as the aim is to only
pass the test.

Recent approaches to language teaching including corpus-based method highlight the importance
of less teacher-dependent learning. Students have had so many options in language learning due to the
revolution in technology and internet. Computers can work as informants with witch students can
interact for information. Students just need to be trained on how to ask and access computers for
information. The passive role of the students in the class hinder the learning process and results in
passive learning where students get to learn about the language rather than the language itself. In order
to make an urgent reform for the ELT practices in MENA countries, corpus-based method is proposed
to the English classroom in the MENA region. It is a recent methodology that makes use of the advent
of computer technology and corpora in ELT.

3.1. Samples of Corpus-Based Activities
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This section includes some corpus-based materials for the sake of showcasing the advantages of
corpus-based method. They are just samples of what teachers can do with a corpus in language
teaching. The types of corpus enquiry tools are very large in number and can be used to create various
types of materials. One of these very interesting corpus query tools is undoubtedly the sketch Engine
(Kilgarriff, Rychly, Smrz, & Tugwell, 2004) which provides so many options for the interested
language teacher. Not only is it pre-loaded with many corpora, but it also has built-in tools that allow
teachers or learners to create their own corpora either through using the WebBootCat tool or working
on the existing corpora in the website. The Brown Corpus, a corpus of Present-Day Edited American
English compiled at Brown University in the 1960s, is used. It consists of 1,007,299 tokens.

3.1.1. The Concordance

The first option is concordancing through which a teacher can obtain a concordance list using
either the sentence mode or the famous KWIC mode and they can be manipulated in many ways like
ranking the hits by quality.

Query wish 193 = Random sample 193 = Sort Node 193 = Sort Right 193 (164.16 per million}o

Page |1 of 10| Go | Mext | Last Concordance is sorted. Jump to: [~ ¥

GO7 before his death , Madizon expressed the wish °° that the Union of the States be cherished

AT Mixon had virtually retired -- by his own  wish -- from public view . But with the convening

c04 Stuart 15 as intensely vibrant as one could wish , almost an icy shrek threatening to explode

P25  rooms and in the end he complied with her wishes , although it was only rarely that he added

G49 Thompson , quite against her daughter =g/= s wishes , asking him not to * " recommence a correspondence
JO6 the degree of reproducibility one would wish , even with extensive efforts to prepare

M0Z  Perhaps , even , though this iz too much to wish , find the Forerunner himself = 77 °°
BO2  less exciting than Mew York Democrats may wish |, it nevertheless must be made . The vote
G67  solicitous of his condition : let him do as he wished , let him sleep with chambermaids if he

K23 daughters . You may stay as long as you wish , of course , but if arranging for the

J22  people believing that government can , if it wishes , provide all manner of services for them
P04 woman . She found herself wishing an old wish , that she had told Doaty she was running
J40 extent that the new Administration has its wishes , the Federal Reserve would conduct its

P22 for the first time . Against my folks =g/= " wishes , we <o/ "d been seeing each other for short
Cl4 the contemporary musical scene . But one wishes , when the appetite s whetted , as it

FO1 this : Af Primary stresses on emeralds and wish ; ; note pitch 3 ( pretty high ) on emeralds
L14 course , that he had not really had any such wish ; ; that what he had said was no more than

El16 another batch with a pigment added f you wish . | used bright red , mixing the pigment
P14 anyone disturbed , Julie . That <2/="s my wish . It <2/>'s quite a big one ° , he added
G6E or place a name on the list wherever they wished . Milton =2/> s name being fourth i= neither

Page |1 of 10| Go | Next | Last Concordance is sorted. Jump to: [~ ¥

Wish is one of the troublesome verbs for pre-intermediate and intermediate students. In most of
the grammar books, they focus only on the hypothetical use of wish and ignore other uses. This is
confusing for students as most of them think that it is only used in the scenario where it is followed by
past tense and only were in case of verb to be. This is misleading and confusing. First, in informal
conversations, was is frequently used instead of the formal were. Second, wish has its literal meaning
that is wishing someone good luck, which is followed by the infinitive to. It can also be transitive and
intransitive, and it is commonly used as a noun. Some of these details would be missed in a traditional
class where teachers spoon-feed the rules to the students. If the teacher wants to have a single grammar
focus, the sketch engine allows the teacher or the learner to manipulate the setting and look for the
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word, the type of the token that follows or precedes the word, and the size of the window for the token
to occur.

Query wish 193 = Positive filter (excluding KWIC) V.* 158 = Random sample 158 (134.39 per million) ﬂ

Page |1 ufﬂlil Mext | Last

AD3 the needs of those millions who have no wish to receive care at the taxpayers <2/=" expense
Al Milwaukee roockies sighed and remarked , *° Wish | was 40, and a top-grade big leaguer

A1 suspicion removed . 5till , | do =g/= n't wish to appear happy at somebody else =g/= "5

A6 legislation in the field of labor *° if we wish to prevent monopolistic fixing of wages

Adb of wages , production or prices and if we wish to preserve the freedom of the employer

A39 in the minors © , Maris recalls , * " | wished | had gone to Oklahoma ® ) . To an extent

A who were in no hurry for independence and wished to wait until the Congo grew up . However
BO2 less exciting than New York Democrats may wish , it nevertheless must be made . The vote

BOE® and to show off her ring | had a sobering wish  to say something meaningful to her , something
BO8 meaningful to her , something her mother would wish said . For a while there was such shrill

B15 Asian languages in the seventh grade . | wish you could see the situation as | see it

B16 urging the sale of meat after 6 p.m. , | wish to state the other side of the story .

B16 Illingis Commission for Handicapped Children wishes to commend the recent announcement by the
B19 ? To the editor of the Inquirer : | just wish to congratulate Inspector Trimmer and his
B19 Square to the editor of the Inquirer : | wish to advocate two drastic changes in Washington
B22 tightening up © and *° economizing © . We wish the President would remember that ™ fiscal
CO07  Chabrier and his librettists chuckle . But they wish they could bring it back . Chabrier <2/=

C11 undergoes artificial insemination against the wishes of her husband is the unlikely heroine

c12 becoming conscious of quality and * " does not  wish to be associated with radio which is any

C14 the contemporary musical scene . But one wishes , when the appetite is whetted , as it

Page |1 ufﬂlil Mext | Lask

In this exercise, the teacher can ask the students to go through the verbs that follow wish
carefully and report to him either in speaking or writing. The best thing about this method is that
students get to practice more than one skill.

3.1.2. Cloze Exercise

A cloze as defined by Jonz (1990) is “the practice of measuring language proficiency or
Language comprehension by requiring examinees to restore words that have been removed
from otherwise normal text.” Cloze has been used intensively in testing language proficiency, but it
has been proven effective in language teaching, too. It fits reading comprehension exercises more,
where students are given a text with some vocabulary removed from it and they have to guess the
missing words relying on contexts. It can be challenging through using distractors; extra words along
with the key words.
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Query wish 193 = Positive filter (excluding KWIC) V.* 158 = Random sample 158 (134.39 per million) ﬂ

Page |1 of 8| Go | Mext | Last

AD3 the needs of those millions who have no wish tor ———=care at the taxpayers <2/=" expense

Al13 Milwaukee rookies sighed and remarked , °° Wish | ___40, and a top-grade big leaguer

A suspicion removed . Still , | do =2/ n't wish tu:u;“_..,_happy at somehody else =g/= "5

Adb legislation in the field of labor " if we wish to; — monopolistic fixing of wages

Adb of wages , production or prices and if we wish to: - - the freedom of the employer

A39 in the minors © , Maris recalls , *° | wished | - - gone to Oklahoma ™ ) . To an extent

A who were in no hurry for independence and wished tr: until the Congo grew up . Howewver

BO2 less exciting than New York Democrats may wish , it nevertheless must'._;_made . The vote

BOB and to show off her ring | had a sobering  wish tu:u;___,._su:umethmg meaningful to her , something

BO& meaningful to her , something her mother would  wish * _, For a while there was such shrill

B15 Asian languages in the seventh grade . | wish you: =_ - the situation as | see it

B16 urging the sale of meat after 6 p.m. , | wish to:: the other side of the story .

B16 Illingis Commission for Handicapped Children wishes to o - the recent announcement by the
e

B19 ? To the editor of the Inquirer : | just wish to. .~ Inspector Trimmer and his

B19 Square to the editor of the Inquirer : | wish too. -_-  two drastic changes in Washington

B22 tightening up “ and *° economizing . We wish the President L___-,_,',r'?member' that * " fiscal

CO07  Chabrier and his librettists chuckle . But they wish they could ____it back . Chabrier <z/=

C11 undergoes artificial insemination against the wishes of her husband —the unlikely heroine

C12 becoming conscious of quality and *° does not wish to _—associated with radio which is any

C14 the contemporary musical scene . But one wishes , when the appetite__whetted , as it

Page |1 of 8| Go | Mext | Last

Cloze exercises are interesting in language teaching. They give language learners a chance to
lean words through contexts instead of memorizing them in isolation. The secret of interest lies in
creating a cloze exercise that involves words related to a particular topic. The problem with cloze
exercises is that they are time consuming and they are not easy to prepare. Using the sketch engine,
however, it is fast and easy to create a cloze material for teaching.

4. Advantages of Corpus-Based Method
4.1. A middle Ground Between Traditional and Recent Approaches

The biggest advantage of integrating the corpus-based method in the English class in MENA
countries is to strike a balance between traditional and recent methods of teaching. As a modern
approach, corpus-based method sees grammar as a set of interrelated prototypes rather than static rules.
It is an organic system that consists of conscious-raising activities. “Conscious-raising is the deliberate
attempt to draw the learners’ attention especially to the formal properties of the target language”
(Rutherford and Smith, 1982, quoted in Hadley, 2002, p. 09). This, indeed, explains Jones’ (1991)
statement on DDL that “research is too serious to be left for researchers.” Students work as researchers
in the journey of learning the language attempting to figure out rules and patterns on their own.

Corpus-based method draws from the traditional approaches in that it uses carefully prepared
materials for language teaching. The materials are selected and presented by the teacher. The difference
lies in the fact that corpus-based method uses authentic materials extracted from authentic language
samples as opposed to the traditional approaches that use idealized and contrived language. Another
difference relates to the way these materials are presented. In traditional methods, teachers present the
rules to the students first and then give them the materials to practice and consolidate what they have
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learned. In corpus-based method, the teacher is a facilitator who present the materials to the students
and the latter figure out the rules and the patterns on their own with the guidance of the teachers when
needed.

4.2. Inductive Learning

Recent methods of teaching emphasize the use of inductive method of learning in classrooms. As
traditional methods failed to prepare the students to communicate, modern methods needed new ways
of involving students in the learning process. In traditional teaching, the role of the learners is very
passive, they are only receptive, and the communication almost goes in one direction, from teachers
to students. Traditional methods present the language rule in silver platters to the learners who have to
memorize and then apply. Learning this way enables students to accumulate knowledge about the
target language but not the language itself. This is the case in most of the MENA classrooms where
teaching is very traditional, and the outcomes are disappointing.

Introducing corpus-based method to MENA classes can bring about a radical shift in the learning
process. The inductive learning will enable Yemeni students to be involved in the learning process,
figuring out rules on their own and building their own learning styles. Students discovering patterns
on their own is called inductive learning. The students go through the raw data and discover patterns
and move into generalizations. Practice comes first and then comes the rule in contrary to deductive
learning where students are given rules to practice upon and accept blindly.

Boulton (2009) talks about the basic premise of data-driven learning “where learners examine
naturally occurring language and discover patterns on their own. DDL is alleged to have many
advantages-to foster learning autonomy, increase language awareness, and improve ability to deal with
authentic language, and so on.”

4.3. Language SKills Integration

Since students are learning on their own with little guidance from the teacher, they get to use more
than one language skill in the class. In the case of wish, again, given the concordance, the students can
identify the rules in groups and ask the teacher for help when in doubts. In the group discussion, they
are going to learn grammar through the rule they come up with, they are going to learn the new
vocabulary as they explain to each other or get the meaning from the dictionary or the teacher if it is
hard to get from the context and then they might be asked to report their findings in writing. Thus, in
one corpus-based exercise, the students get to speak, write and get to know new grammar rules and
vocabulary.

4.4. Promoting Research

Corpus-based learning (or DDL) is built on the notion that “research is too serious to be left for
researchers.” (Johns, 1991, p. 2). It looks at the language learner as a research worker who embarks on
the journey of discovering the target language. Throughout his experience in using concordance, Johns
(1990) realized that the use of concordance can have a considerable influence on the process of
language learning. This influence can be seen in developing the students’ ability to see pattering in the
target language and form generalizations to account for that pattering.

‘Every student a Sherlock Holmes’ is T. Johns’ slogan for the DDL prospective on the language
learner (Johns, 1997:101). The advantage is for students to get involved immensely with authentic
natural data instead of the artificial language. As researchers, students can always have several ways
of looking up something or conducting inquiry. They are equipped with the techniques and the skills
that enable them to conduct learning on their own instead of depending totally on teachers. This, in
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turn, will help the learners mature as researchers, not only in language learning, but also in other
academic and professional matters as well. We live in the era of research and technology. Now
everything is researched not accepted blindly and DDL provides the learner with both research training
and technology in order to be a Sherlock Holmes.

4.5. Building Confidence

Having no slightest chance to communicate in the language, MENA learners are very low in
confidence about their language. They find it very difficult and embarrassing when involved in a very
basic conversation. This is not surprising considering the way they learn English. Having very few and
shy chances to communicate in English does not provide a confidence boost.

Corpus-based method makes the difference when it comes to confidence. The corpus-based
approach ensures that students are involved in their learning, they discover things on their own and
they interact in the class with peers and teacher. Consequently, their confidence gradually builds up
and it becomes normal for them to interact in other situations. The more the students communicate in
the language, the better their confidence becomes.

5. Conclusion

Considering the status of English language teaching in MENA countries as discussed above, one
can argue that data-driven learning has a lot to offer to MENA classrooms. Adopting corpus-based
materials in the language classroom is hugely recommended for better outcomes. The introduction of
corpus-based method is a radical change that strikes a balance between traditional methods of teaching
to recent and updated methods that cope up with technology. It is time for teachers to realize that
students can be in charge of their own learning. Giving the students the chance to discover things on
his own boosts their confidence and prepares them for self-independence style of learning.

Some of the finest merits of corpus-based method are that it encourages inductive learning
which maximizes the chance of retention. Students can retain the things they learned through induction
faster and better. Also, through using corpora on their own students can develop many skills: the ability
to research, the ability to report, the ability to analyze, the ability to make conclusions, and so on.
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Abstract

“Campus novel” originated as a literary genre in the West in the fifties of 20" century as
one of the Second World War aftermath developments in the West and a little later in India. Many
members of faculty used this genre to write about themselves and the problems and follies that
occurred on campus. In the beginning of 21st century, the alumni of different campuses, especially
in India, tried to record their experiences on campus afresh in their debut novels. The paper
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presents the review of campus novels produced in India from the 1950s to present day, to the
possible extent, to focus the recurring but varied themes of these novels in the changing times.

Keywords: campus, campus novel, campus life, Indian English novel, Indian campus novel

Introduction

Prime themes in campus novels across the globe include narratives on the lives of
academics, life and matters relating to academic institutions which were established, flourished
and which acquired global reputation; and student-life that is linked predominantly with the
academics and the institutes. Enormous fiction has been written in the recent past. The “campus
novel” originated as a literary genre in the West in 1950s as one of the Second World War
aftermath developments in the US and the UK. Many academics involved themselves in writing
about the problems and follies which occurred on campus. The trend continued till the end of 20th
century, but the beginning of 21st century has given a way to some students, especially in India,
to record their experiences on campus afresh in their novels. The works produced by these new
generation writers are treated as popular fiction. It is supposed that it will have a faster growth
both in terms of quality and quantity. Initially, campus novel could not attract much readership and
the attention of critics.

This paper presents the review of campus novels produced in India from the fifties to
present day, to the possible extent, to focus the recurring but varied themes of these novels in the
changing times.

Early Works

It is believed that the first Indian campus novel is The Long Long Days, a debut novel by
P.M.Nityanandan, published in 1960. According to K.R.S. lyengar, the author of Indian writing
in English, it is a novel that has college life in Madras as subject and provides lot of entertainment”
(514). 1t focuses on the activities and attitudes of students in a South Indian town. Their life in
hostels, friendship among students, and mischief are the significant themes of the novel. Students’
attending classes only for the sake of attendance, sketching of the professor’s image on the desk
during lectures, gambling, participation in college elections, a dispute at the mess; watching
movies in late night shows, etc., are some of the issues of student life focused in the novel.

M.V. Rama Sarma’s The Farewell Party (1971) is an autobiographical novel that speaks
of many academic and political issues: the impact of caste system, the Indian freedom movement,
the condition of India in post-independence era, synthesis of the cultures of the East and the West,
the ill-effects of war, etc. The decline of ethical values in faculty members and corrupt examination
system are some additional highlighted features of the novel. It also deals with how a good teacher
commands respect from the students.

Some moral issues of campus life and their impact on modern students are discussed in
K.M.Trishanku’s Onion Peel (1973). It is all about the protagonist P.K. Ram Nathan, a
postgraduate in Philosophy and a journalist who turns out to be a womanizer. Trishanku, through
the characters of Nathan and Sita Dixit, presents how deterioration of moral values happen with
some highly educated modern students.
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Another best-seller novel, Goodbye to Elsa (1974) by Saros Cowasjee, a professor, critic,
journalist, and screenplay writer comes in the same lines. It offers the presentation of Tristan both
as a student and faculty member. The ill-treatment of seniors and humiliation of a student at the
Army Academy, Universities of Delhi and Leeds; and the portrayal of politics of campus, problems
in research and illicit romantic episodes of a professor are found in the novel.

The trend-setting campus novel with the subtitle “A Novel of Campus Life in India Today”,
Atom and the Serpent (1982) is the novel written by Prema Nandakumar, the daughter of the
renowned critic, K.R.Srinivas lyengar. It is a satirical novel which mainly concentrates on the
teaching and non-teaching faculty in the university more than the students. It meticulously brings
out the changing mentality of the faculty in the modern era. The novelist presents many issues like
the demonstrations, the gheraos, the indifferent attitude of the staff members towards research,
their clamouring for promotions, politics, and the controlling abilities of the Vice Chancellor to
control all these irregularities, etc.

Miracles Happen, by D.R. Sharma, a Professor of English at Punjab University,
Chandigarh is about administration of a university campus, misappropriation of power under the
leadership of an inefficient Vice Chancellor. The Vice-Chancellor’s transformation, after a dip
into the holy river, brings about brave decisions, makes him scrupulous in settling all the
irregularities like a miracle.

Anurag Mathur’s novel The Inscrutable Americans (1991) gives an amusing account of
life of Gopal, a religious, vegetarian, Indian student at a small American university, Eversville, to
pursue a diploma course. The cultural dilemma he experienced in American city life, his frequently
annoying language and his shocking reactions to American customs are amusingly presented.
Despite his fighting with racism and insecurity, Gopal develops affection for his friends,
colleagues and teachers.

A medical student Bharat’s protest against the administration to support mess workers on
the campus is found in Kavery Nambisan’s The Truth (Almost) About Bharat (1991).A watchman
gets hurt by a stone which Bharat throws. Bharat, terrified by the incidents at college and in his
own life, goes on a motorcycle journey across India. A focus on students, teachers and the
administration is found in the novel.

Presentation of a protagonist as a student and a teacher is also found in Anuradha Marwah
Roy’s renowned novel The Higher Education of Geetika Mehendiratta (1993). The small-town
girl, who aspires to become civil servant, joins M.Phil course at Jana University, faces difficulty
with her research supervisor. Her choice of becoming a lecturer to lead an independent life and her
plans to take up writing are dealt with three-fold aspects of campus life in the novel.

The only campus novel in Indian Fiction in English in verse is Rita Joshi’s The Awakening-
a Novella in Rhyme in 1993. Inspired by Vikram Seth’s novel The Golden Gate, Joshi has written
a satire on the faculty and principal of a college. Cambridge educated and returned JR (might be
the author herself) an honest teacher, joins as a lecturer and manages her academics as well as a
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drama society. She fights against the unjust acts of the principal and the forced obedience by the
faculty and students. Consequently, she resigns the job, to be a full-time writer. Academics and
their disillusionment with their profession are widely satirized in the novel.

Prof. V. Pandu Ranga Rao's novel, The Drunk Tantra (1994) presents a scathing attack on
defective and vulnerable system of Education and Politics are the other issues of college life like
exams, seminars, strikes, and the cynical mind set of the college faculty, etc.

The true and desirable characteristics of a faculty member are presented by Makarand R.
Paranjape, in his novel, The Narrator (1995) through the character Rahul Patwardhan. He is
sincere in completing syllabus, obtaining a PhD degree, and maintains good relations with
colleagues. The mischievous and wild behavior of students, their bunking classes, breaking rules,
drinking, visiting prostitutes etc. are also focused in the novel.

An enjoyable satire on college life, The Virgin Syndrome (1997) is written by Rani Dharker
who teaches English literature at the M.S. University, Baroda. It is her first novel narrated in the
first person has many parodies of fables. The forty-plus year-old heroine finds love and fulfillment
in a young man Siddharth and speaks of her memories with him.

Works in 21stCentury
A good number of campus novels have been produced in the early 21% century. The paper
also discusses some of the prominent novels in a chronological order.

Campus (2002) is a novel that presents the malfunctioning of the Universities in the present
times by Prof. K.L.Kamal, the former Vice-Chancellor of the University of Rajasthan, Jaipur. It
reports the challenging life of a determined Vice-chancellor who wishes to see his university as
one of the best National Universities by promoting higher education and research. Non-
cooperation of some members of staff, strikes, burning of his effigies, pressure from a corrupted
governing body, and favoritism in academics are the prominent themes of the novel.

A controversial, virtual history classroom that leads to liberal dissent is depicted in a Githa
Hariharan’s novel, In Times of Siege (2003). According to Shabano Bilgrami, it is “a subtle
dissection of the contest between religious intolerance and liberal dissent in modern day India”
(Asian Review 2 Mar 2005). The novel focuses an ideological battle between RSS supporters and
Leftists in the name of distortion of history which caused involvement of external elements in
academics on both sides; campus politics that disturbed the student life at nation level, and also
indifferent university authorities.

A new trend of students’ writing novels on the campuses they attended after they have left
them is started with the entry of Chetan Bhagat. Five Point Someone (2004), Bhagat’s most popular
novel, is set in the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi. It gives a detailed story of three students
who were screwed up by the grading system of the IIT. Ragging, grade system, malpractice,
pressures and academic stress, student-teacher relations, friendship, hostel life and careerism are
the issues of student life depicted in this novel at length.
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Abhijit Bhaduri’s Mediocre But Arrogant (2005) is a campus novel which presents the
student life at the ‘Management Institute of Jamshedpur’, from where the protagonist graduates
and successfully obtains his first job in HR.

Caste politics at one of the south Indian Universities is interestingly figured in the novel of
Srividya Natarajan, No Onions, Nor Garlic (2006). Professor Ram, the central figure of the novel
tries to establish a statue of goddess of education, and to appoint his son as an Assistant professor
in the department of English avoiding the most eligible Dalit candidate; organizing processions in
the name of caste in university with students; delaying the submission of research scholar’s thesis
for selfish reasons; and mediocrity in conducting a conference with all his relatives and caste
people; trying to have his own papers and books published; exhibiting excessive hatred towards
the low caste people are the prominent issues discussed in the novel.

Arindam Chatterjee, the author Amitab Bagchi’s own image as a protagonist at IIT Delhi
is presented in the novel Above Average (2006). The characters in the novel are created based on
real people. Unlike Five Point Someone it is not totally about IIT. It is woven around Arindam
Chatterjee, his stay at 11T, his performance as a rock drummer, his visits to Opera and finally his
shift to the US. Nandini Nair observes that, Arindam, like other 1lTians, is not much successful to
live up to expectations but gets recognition there by striving constantly. (The Hindu Metro plus, 9
Apr 2007)

A campus novel that gives the life on JNU campus of Delhi is, Sumthing of a Mocktale. It
is a novel written by Somadas. Rahman quotes Das: “The book is about the experiences of three
girls entering JNU which shape their mental faculties and orient their lifestyles to trigger a growth
process in them. These experiences transform them into socially conscientious individuals” (The
Tribune 18 Nov2007). It focuses the hopes, plans and preparations of career building, dressing
styles, dating and love making, heart breaking etc.

Joker in the Pack (2007) by 1M alumni Ritesh Sharma and Neeraj Pahlajani is a novel set
in IIM campus. The novel describes a middle-class boy from urban India Shekhar VVerma obsessed
with Bollywood and Cricket, pressured by his parents and others, tries a career in Information
Technology first and then an MBA. The career options, confused state of mind of students,
pressures and expectations are the themes discussed in the novel.

Tushar Raheja’s debut novel, Anything for You Ma’am: the love story of an IITian (2007)
is another novel that deals with the IIT campus. Harishdeep Jolly, an alumnus of 1IM Bangalore is
the author of Everything You Desire: A Journey Through 1IM (2007). The issues of career and
relationships among the students are chiefly dealt with in this novel. Three Makes a Crowd (2007)
by Kaushik Sirkar is on hostel life at Dehradun’s Rashtriya Indian Military College. It’s a story of
three friends and their adventurous experiences at IMA.

A celebrated critic and editor of Indian English Literature, M.K. Naik, has also tried a
novel, Corridors of Knowledge (2008) that deals with the life of the protagonist as a student as
well as a professor. M.K. Naik puts that the n