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Coordinative Suffixes in Manipuri

Sagolsem Indrakumar Singh, Ph.D. Scholar

Abstract

The present paper deals with the well-known and important aspects of coordinators used
in bisyndetic type of syndetic coordination. The paper studies the syntactic and pragmatic
functions of coordinative suffixes. Syntactically coordinative suffixes appear as suffixes but
pragmatically they function as a lexical coordinator. The use of suffix coordinators in coordinate
structures is very frequent more prominently in spoken than the written form. The paper also

presents the structural and functional analysis of the coordinative suffixes in Manipuri.
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Introduction

Suffixes which are employed in coordinate struesufunctioning to conjoin
the conjuncts in Manipuri are identified asg -go~-ko, and-su. They conjoin the

conjuncts or coordinands which are grammaticallyadéen rank or status, and hence,

they are coordinative suffixes. These coordinatstdfixes carry the functional

meaning of ampsw/omedi ‘and’. Syntactically they appear as suffixes but

pragmatically they function as lexical coordinatomsu/amedi ‘and’ whose literal

or underlying meaning isnd’.

The use of such coordinative suffixese, -go~-ks, and-su in Manipuri is

found in bisyndetic type of syndetic coordinatiofhese suffixes occur as one

coordinator per coordinand, firmly suffixed to thmordinands. Similarly, the
comitative enclitic=hee in Hakha Lai, is only used bisyndetically in empba
conjunction. Rather, the bisyndetic coordinatorsists either of repeated instances of
the comitative case cliticcheé or of the particle Zgp which is used as isolated

coordinator (Peterson and VanBik, 2004).

Bisyndetic coordination involves two coordinatqisaspelmath, 2004:4P).
There is also a coordinative suffico~-lo meaning ‘or’. The coordinative suffixese,
-go~-ko, and-su meaning ‘and’ andra~-l> meaning ‘or’ in Manipuri are discussed

below.

Coordinative Suffix -ne

1(a). sine mane stlure
di-ne ma-ne st-lu-re

I-CS he-CS go-COMD-PERF

He and | have gone there.
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(b). tomhone caubne halbkle

tomlo-ne caub-ne haldk-le

Tomba-CS Chaoba-CS return-INCT-PERF
Tomba and Chaoba have returned.

(). lairikne kolomne purko
lairik-ne  kolom-ne pusk-0

book-CS pen-CS  bring-INCT-COMD
Bring the book and the pen.

In these binary coordinating constructions of la#l above sentences conjoined
by the coordinative suffixne the two NP coordinands occur with one coordinptar
coordinand. The coordinative suffixe carries the meaning of ‘and’ by conjoining
the two coordinands. Unlike the usage of the coatdre lexicalamosw/omodi
‘and’, the coordinative suffixne occurs correlatively only in bisyndetic type of
coordination, i.e., the suffixne can not occur in monosyndetic coordination. The

occurrence of the suffixnesingly is unacceptable as in (2) below.

*2.  lairikne kolom@ pusko

lairik-ne kolom@ puak-o

book-CS pen bring-INCT-COMD

In addition to binary coordinating constructionsamipuri allows multiple
coordinands (more than two). In such constructiamsvell, one coordinative suffix
per coordinand occurs. The suffix is firmly attadhe® the coordinand, but not

isolated from the cooordinand, as illustrated m fisllowing examples.

3(a). lairikne K'aune Puritne Kongraune diu
lairik-ne K'au-ne purit-ne Kongrau-ne di-u

book-CS bag-CS shirt-CS trouser-CS  buyDO
Buy book, bag, shirt and trousers.
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(b). sine myne mane stkoni
oi-ne n-ne ma-ne at-koni

| -CS you-CS he-CS go-FUT

He, you and | will go.

Similarly, a language like Hakha Lai (Tibeto-Burmamses the NP
coordinator=lee” ‘and’ in multiple coordinands (Peterson & VanB#Q04). As in (4)

below, it seems that the omission of coordinatiuffiss -ne from some multiple

coordinands is generally not possible.

*4.  cen@ na@ sem@dp’oine bire
ceydna@d sem@ op"oi-ne  bi-re
rice fish apple banana-CS buy-PERF

The coordinative suffixne carrying meaning ‘and’ conjoins noun phrases and

verbal nouns. It does not conjoin verbs or clauassn (5) below.

5. ramdi tumbne cabne tokpone bu loire

Ram-di tum-b-ne ca-bne tok-pa-ne du loi-re

Ram-DEM sleep-NZR-CS eat-NZR-CS drink-NZR-CS gersl-PERF
Ram is spending time by sleeping, eating and drqk

Coordinative Suffix -ga~-ka

The coordinative suffixgo~-ko conjoins only nouns, pronouns or verbal

nouns not verbs or clauses as in (6), (7), (8)(@nhtelow.

(6). jemsk monige lakkoni

jems-lb  moni-go  lak-lkoni
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James-CS Mani-CS come-FUT

James and Mani will come.

(7). mokPoigo siga cotkoni
mokPoi-go 2i-go  cot-koni

they-CS I-CS go-FUT
They and | will go there.

(8). tomhodi t"akpoge calge tou loire
tombo-di  f'ok-po-go ca-b-go dbu  bi-re

Tom-DEM drink-NZR-CS eat-NZR-CS do spdtiaRF
Tom is spending time by drinking and eating.

*(9).  tomdi t'okligo carigy tou loire
tom-di tok-li-go ca-ri-g du  bi-re

Tom-DEM drink-PROG-CS eat-PROG-CS do speRrRF

Two coordinands of nouns in (6), pronouns in (7 &arbal nouns in (8) are
conjoined by the coordinative suffbgo~-ko. Besides these two coordinands, this

coordinative suffix also conjoins multiple coordms as in (10) below.

10. lairikko kolomg kPaug pensilg purku
lairik-ko kolom-g k"au-g pensil-@  pu-pk-u
book-CS pen-CS  bag-CS pencil-CS brNGT-COMD
Bring book, pen. Bag and pencil.

The use of this coordinative suffix singly (not the manner of one
coordinator per coordinand) carries the meaningwath’ and this is similar to

associative case marker as in the following example

11. i mag cotkoni
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ol ma-gp oot-koni
| he-CS go-FUT

I will go with him.

Coordinative Suffix -su

Both bisyndetic coordination and coordination withultiple coordinands

allow the coordinative suffixsuwith the meaning of ‘and’, but its usage differgnir
that of the coordinative lexicabmwsw ‘and’, which occurs in monosyndetic

coordination, not in bisyndetic coordination ashia examples given below.

(12). ramsu sitasudnaomoto lakte

ram-su sita-su oka omo-to  lak-te-i

Ram-CS Sita-CS who one-only come-NEG-ASP
No one, even Ram and Sita has come.

(13). oisu roysu masu jaumi
9i-SU  PN-SU  ma-su jausyi

| -CS you-CS he-CS participate-FUT
You, he and | will participate.

(14). p"uritsu K'opgraosu Rogupsu bigani
pturit-su Kongrao-su Ronup-su  bi-goni

shirt-CS trouser-CS  shoes-CS buy-FUT

Shirt, trousers and shoes will be bought.

When the coordinative suffixsu occurs in monosyndetic coordination, i.e.,
the use of single coordinative suffix with not méiman two coordinands, it carries the

meaning of ‘also’ as in the sentence given below.

15. sisu mabu Ronpi
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oi-su  ma-bu  'kn-i
l-also he-ACC know-ASP

| also know him.

Coordinative Suffix -ra~-la

The coordinative suffixro~-lo with the meaning of ‘or’ conjoins the two or

more coordinands as in bisyndetic coordination wtibe suffix is firmly attached to

the coordinands with one coordinator per coordinand

(16). nonlo tomhora oma laku

non-lo  tomly-ro  oma lak-u

you-CS Tomba-CS one come-COMD

Come one either you or Tomba.

(17). cam ssngomb t"okkodsbs oma haiu

ca-b  sygom-b tok-kodo-bo  oma hai-u

tea-CS milk-CS  drink-DES-NZR one say-CDM

Say either tea or milk to drink.

(18). ramb sitap moniro kuman amo kou

ram-b sita-s  noni-ro kumar-s  omo kou-u

Ram-CS Sita-CS Mani-CS Kumar-CS one -€&MD

Call one either Ram or Sita or Mani or Kumatr.

It is noticed from these examples that the suffix--lo carries the meaning of

nattrago ‘or/either or’. It conjoins noun coordinands, pramocoordinands as in
bisyndetic coordination and also in coordinationhwnultiple coordinands similarly

with the coordinative suffixesne -go~-ko, and-su. But the difference is in their

meaning. The coordinative suffixese -go~-ko, and-su carry the meaning of ‘and’.
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However, the coordinative suffixa~-lo carries the meaning of ‘or/either or’. In and
all the structural and functional analysis of theorclinative suffixes, it is clearly

noticed that the coordinative suffixese, -go~-ko, and-suwith the meaning of ‘and’

and-ra~-lo meaning ‘or’ are always attached to the coordisaradrelatively or in the

manner of one coordinative suffix per coordinandrabisyndetic coordination and

coordination with multiple coordinands. Structuyalhese are coordinative suffixes

but functionally they act as coordinative lexisabsw/ampdi ‘and’ andnattrage ‘or’.

Conclusion

This study focused on coordinative suffixes usebigyndetic coordination in
Manipuri. The use of suffixes is only found in msigtic coordination involving two
coordinators mostly with one coordinator per conjfurBecause of its conjoining

spirit between the conjuncts, the coordinate stinechere expresses an identity with

that of lexical coordinatoomesuw/amedi ‘and’ and hence, coordinative suffixes such

as-ne, -~-ko and-suare coordinators.

Abbreviations

ACC accusative
ASP aspect
COMD command

CS coordinative suffix
DEM demonstrative
DES desire

FUT future

INCT inceptive

NZR nominalizer
NEG negative
PERF perfective
PROG progressive
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