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Case and Case-like Postposition in Surjapuri
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Introduction

Surjapuri is one of the 26 languages grouped uHdadi with 1.2 million speakers. It is
a lesser known language which has not flourishei@rims of language and literature as
well as its documentation. There is also a contyveegarding the grouping of this
language - whether it is to be marked as a diabdécMaithili or that of Bengali.
According to International Encyclopedia of Lingigst VI, 2" Edn., it may be a dialect
of Maithili. Till now Census of India has kept tHesnguage under the Hindi umbrella.
However , from its vocabulary and also from thewypeint of the location of the
language speakers it could be preliminarily statbeét Surjapuri bears close
resemblances to languages like Maithili, Bengahojpuri, Rajbanshi and Assamese
. The paper attempts to throw some light upon tiflegting nature vis-a-vis the syntactic
and semantic functions of case and postpositio&igapuri.

Inflecting Nature

Surjapuri exhibits an inflecting nature. Thus, ealbs enough scope to have an interesting
glance at the case inflection system as well apdisgpositions which seem to be like
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those used in other Indo-Aryan languages. Casas@-marking is a morpho-syntactic
device or mechanism that is used to indicate whiniag what to whom. In Harris and
Campbell’'s (1995:89) formulation, ‘cases develownfr postpositions when the
postposition is felt to be so closely connectedtgattribute noun that together they are
re-interpreted as one word ...’

Layers of Forms with Case-like Functions

In New Indo-Aryan (NIA) languages we observe a dapncrease in use and
grammaticalization of new post positions. In orteigo with a systematic approach, so
far as Surjapuri language is concerned, we takentbdel of “layers of forms with case-
like function” put forward by Colin P. Masica (192B80-248).

There are at least three layers with case-liketfons typically made up of ‘inherited
synthetic, new agglutinative and quasi-analytieredets’. Depending upon language, the
function of a marker in a given layer is carriedadalifferent layer. For example, the
agentive function in Layer Il post-positiome-in Hindi is indicated by Layer | in Sindhi
and Kashmiri. However, descriptions have recognigitdler two layers of affixes and
one of post-positions, or one layer of affixes amd layers of post-positions.

Like Hindi, Bengali, and Rajbanshi, it is difficuft Surjapuri also to determine whether a
single layer of case marking is affixal or adpasil. Therefore, following the Indo-
Aryan inheritance, the case marker in Surjapubasically suffixed to the stem.

However, in our further discussion we shall evaulabw the “morphological status of
the markers may vary from bound morphemes (cade«ssy, tightly connected to the
nominal stem, to free morphemes (postpositions).

Masica’s Three Layers

As posited by Masica, following are the three laygrayer | affixes are inherited, with
varying degrees of phonological reduction and ckangf function, from OIA or MIA
(Apabhramsa) and attach directly to the stem. tdyevhich are either suffixes or
analytic particles, are usually mediated by a Laya&lement and attach to the base
indirectly. Layer lll elements are mediated by ayém Il element] of case marking
postposition constructions in Surjapuri.
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Inflexional Case Marking Category 1

Analtical Case Marking Categories 2 & 3

Layer |

category 1

Nominative (J)

Locative (-t/st)
Genitive (r/-er)

Layer Il

Dative-Accusative (-kbk)
Instrumental-Ablative(s/ de)
Instrumental (haf ‘through’

AN NE VRN

Layer Il

Locative pr ‘upon’,
uprot ‘upon’

pztf"ut ‘behind’,
bogbt ‘beside’

category 3

Layer Ill elements are external to the NP markimgler Masica’s scheme. Along with
the syntactic criterion, Masica also gives a semamiterion for distinguishing Layer Il
from Layer lll elements: A layer Il element is santically more specific, .g. as
compared with a more diffuse Locative on Layerotl perhaps Layer I. Layer Il
typically mediates such concepts as ‘on top ofhder’, ‘behind’, ‘inside of, ‘near’
etc.(1991:235) . The Layer Il postpositions showpmoperties which can be taken as
sufficient criteria for case-hood. They only serte mark grammatical functions,
including the function of subject.

1. Case

1.1 Nominative case One modern view is that it represents noun aoacept pure and
simple’ (Juret 1926:16), that the nominative fosrthe case of pure reference (de Groot
1956:189). The nominative case in Surjapuri, iemeht i.e. the marker i®. The noun

performs the grammatical function of a subject-like

1) It may act as the subject of a copulative sentence.
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i) May also be used as the subject of a transitiven intransitive sentence where the
subject is also an agent

e.g.a) oI Pat ka i
you sg.(nom.) rice eat ux.gpres.-2sg.
‘You (sg.) eat rice’

b) bmra Ketot kam ko-va ga §"-i

we-nom field-loc. work do-infgo aux-pres.-1p.
‘We go to work in the field.’

2. Dative-Accusative

The dative case is aligned with the accusativéhat both express the goal of an event
(Blake 2001:39). In Surjapuri, the NP in the dataeeusative case generally performs
the grammatical function of Direct Object and lrdirObject. The dative-accusative case

can be merged into one category since the markeksk) are the same for both dative

(recipient) and accusative (patient). It is phogatally dependent on the stem, in that
after stem-final vowels the marker ik, but after stem-final consonants the morpheme

requires the epenthetic vowel hence the allomorphk.

Masica (1991) maintains the absence of the acaesatise in NIA, which | reproduce
here:

The Object is not distinguished from the subject dase marking in many NIA
languages... Both may be in the Nominative. Unl&anskrit there is generally no
distinctive Accusative case in NIA. Historicallyet Indo-Aryan Accusative merged with
the Nominative... This is not to say that Objects @ways bereft of case marking. They
may take it, in the form of the Dative marker (i@ tabsence of an Accusative: the marker
is often called a Dative-Accusative as a resuty.flinctions, however, are often more
pragmatic than syntactic. That is, in the caseomi-human nouns, it generally indicates a
"definite” object, that is, one that is already wmp in the case of human nouns, it
stresses their Patienthood, a marked status (humoans normally being Agents). In
languages with other means of marking definitenesise first of these functions is
minimalised. (ibid: 365).
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Human and direct animate/inanimate objects arergbpenarked with dative-accusative

case.

e.g.

Dative

) ramok gussa os 1}
ram-dat. angry come auypst.
‘Ram got angry’

i) anzl-ok Tnam d-val ¢l

anil -dat award give-cause go-pst.
‘Anil was awarded’

i) to-k ek ta kolom du -mu
you-dat one-cl. pen give fagl
‘I will give you a pen’.

Accusative:
i) alem ek kan  ktab-ok or? -1l
alam(nom.) one cl. book acc.read aux.pst.

‘Alam read a book.’

i) muj ramok dgan f"-u
i-nom. ram-acc. know aux.-pres.:1sg
‘I know Ram.’

2. Genitive case

The genitive case is a case of possessor whicharked by the suffixesr/-er. After
stem-final vowels the morpheme is,-and after stem-final consonants it is.-&he
suffixes r/ -er are the ‘characteristic’ case-endings for genjtsmnilar to Bengali.

i) rum-er lok-la

rome—gen. man —pl.
‘Men of Rome’
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i) pontir—-er pohijada
paneer -gen. wheel -cl.
‘Wheel of cheese’

The case marker attaches to the noun classifiptuoal marker. However, if the phrase
is modified by a demonstrative or numeral, the nolassifier or plural attaches to the
modifier, while the genitive is linked to the NP.

) ptzlom-da-r mogu
film —def/cl.-gen. title
‘The title of the film’

i) mdj borp lok-lar idzdzet  bor tf"-u
i-nom. big  person-pl.-gen. respectdo aux.-pres-1sg.
‘| respect elders.’

4. Locative case

The locative case expresses the idea of locatioanohction. When the stem is open
syllabic, it takes-t to denote locative case, whereas in case of clegiabic, it takes the

form -ot. Semantically, it also provides semantic map dfemdy direction of location,

but also implies as something within the enclospdce when it refers to personal
pronoun.

e.g.

) t§eul bostt—da-t t-al gl
rice -nom. village-def.-loc. distriledcaus. go-1sg.
‘The rice was distributed in the village’

i) vehg khet-ot halbh -a fh-g
he -nom. field in-loc. plough prog aux.-pres-3sg.
‘He is ploughing (in) the field’

Some of the main semantic notions expressed [ail@cpostpositions are —

1) Location within or inside something
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mor Bitr-ot gssa Bor-al fh-e

I-poss. inside-pp. anger fillashs. aux.-pres-1sg.
‘I am filled with anger.’

i) Price of athing

dui- da lkolom s takar
two-cl. pen 10 Rs.-gen.
‘“Two pens for Rs.10/’

lif) Duration

mgj dur  donta-t ktab Kran pr" -nu
i-nom. two hour-pp. book I. c read -pst.1sg.
‘| read the book in two hours.’

Surjapuri also bears these kinds of postpositionmstpositional compounds like-

upr-ot ‘upon’
bogl- ot ‘close’
bhrtr-ot ‘inside’
bohar-ot ‘outside’
nitf"an ot ‘below’

5. Ablative-I nstrumental case

The case markerg&gde (optional) is common to both instrumental and tacases, the

difference being that, ablative refers to ‘motiamag from’ and instrumental denotes ‘by
means of’. Certain instrumental/agentive clitice avident in Surjapuri. The markers —
ds[of Magadhan origin is likely to be the conjunéiyarticiple form of the verlli-
‘give’: d-ie(ne) (lit. ‘by giving’)> de)] and —s (possibly Hindi loan) are used with non-
nominates. However, according to Ramawatar Yadexom a strictly grammatical
perspective ....there is no motivation for postutan ablative case distinct from the
instrumental. .... (pg. 88, A Reference Grammar of Maithili, Ramawatadav”. There
was a syncretism of the ablative-instrumental nieston, which occurred in a number of
Indo-European languages, where the two cases @abeeused interchangeably before
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the formal distinction was lost. Moreover, Blochaiso of the opinion that instrumental
and ablative cases express cause, separation anhgeon.

Ablative

i) ohmod mdz-das pani ut? -al
Ahmad river- cl abl. water fetch austp
‘Ahmad fetched water from the river,

i) Sjammgi-la hat Rand ut"-al
shyam mud pl. hand cl. abl. Bitix-pst.
‘Shyam lifted the mud from the hand’

I nstrumental

i) stta uohak foku klan @ kate d -le
sita him knife cl. inscut give pst-perf.
‘Sita injured him with a knife’

iyram @ga <« maf mar =
Ram net with fish catch aux.-pst.
‘Ram caught the fish with the net.’

In certain constructionse expresses the notion of connection/proximity inegal. The
two ‘multi-valued’ postpositionsk/-ok (dat.-acc.) and-<s (abl.-ins.) are involved in the
expressions of motions towards the limit and departrom it.

Several instrumental/agentive clitics or post posg are found to be used in
contemporary Surjapuri. There could be differentenpretations of it, which are

discussed below.

Case - Interpretation Example

Instrumental Manner rmuj offtffa &€ hk"
I(nom) good-advl.write
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Instrument

Content
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-nu.
aux.-pst.
‘I wrote well.’

masbr-tapilosop"-r
teacher-cl philosophy-gen.
bar  bolzl.

about speak-aux-pst
‘The teacher spoke about
philosophy.’

gorom 40c dk borle
heat 40c upto rise
QOel.

aux.-pst

‘Temperature rouse up to
40c.’

kulharT kPan & lokrz
axe-nom cl. ins. wood
kat

cut

‘Cut wood with the axe.’

vohar g"or dzava -+
his home go-ger.- gen.

vodze lbore sbkor
reason ins.pp all
kPus -zl

happy cop.pst.

‘Everybody was happy
with his going
home.’

masfa-t  profin %
fish-cl-loc. protein abl.
bPor-al fh-e
fill pst-cuas  aux.prst.

‘Fish is filled with
protein.’

kam vohar hat

work his-gen. through-pp
kor-al gl

go-cuas.  aux.pst
‘Work was done by him.’

vohg ma %

s/he-nom. my abl.
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Reflexive

bor"ja t§he
better  cop.-pres.
‘s/he is better than me.’

mu  1k"an kam mdze
i-nom. this  work myself
kor -nu

do-perf  pres. perf

‘I have done this work
myself.’

Association

kukur ta
dog-nom. cl. us
satle roh tfh-¢
with-pp. live pres.- aux.
‘Dog lives with us’

lmar

Antagonism

vohar sge loremmar
him/her with  fight
na lor

neg. do-imp.
‘Do not fight
him/her.’

with

It is, however, also possible that the clifie is a conjunctive participle form of the verb

li- 'take":
l-ie(ne) 'take-conj.ptcl’ (lit. 'by taking’), as:i

vahg 1k"an ktab ma  hat s ffrrae &

s/he this book me hand
‘s/he has snatched this book from me.’

bthan s pani &  f"e
morning from rain  prog. aux-prst.
‘It has been raining since morning.’

from-arlatch take

-le.
aux-pst.

The ablative-instrumental is used in complex pastpmal constructions such as:
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purab -er bhrtr g

east— gen. towards from (abl)
‘from the direction of the east'

optla ful = wa pPgul  mok otftf"a  bg-o fbe
all flower from pp. that flower me oad apply(like)-prog. aux.-pres.
‘Among all flowers | like that flower’

The ablative is used in comparative and supedatonstructions.

-khan foku ootla foku = Barivala e

prox. cl. knife all knife from-pp. sharp cop.-pres
‘This knife is sharpest of all.’

u-khan gor 1-khan dor =« o tf"e
rem.cl house prox.cl. house from -pp. bigp.epres.
‘That house is bigger than this house’

The ablative can be used as an instrumental olifdace of the instrumentatd

dzorla poisa ¢  mok d -lo vohila porsa & nuj
those money you me give auc-pstedhomoey abl.-ins i-nom.
mit"a kne on- nu

sweets  buy bring aux-pst-1sg.
‘I bought sweets with the money that you gave me.’

Other postpositions

Terminative post position

The terminative (term.) clitidok is used to convey the terminal point of a stataftairs,
either in terms of location , time or amount .

) kolkata s dli tok
Kolkata from pp.  Delhi till
‘from Kolkata to Delht’
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i) uvohak ossa hol-6n leken ob"1 tok  ni o

s/he come-inf. supposed but wuoatili neg. come-perf.3p
‘s/he was supposed to come but has come till now.’

iii) tok kom-se-kom dur C9) s tn S taka
you at least two  hredd from three hundred money
mok dbva fohi
me should give

‘You should give me at least two to three hundred’

Temporal post position

The temporal postpositiokg'una'during' andbad 'after' occur after nouns
verbs and adverbs Occasionally bad 'after' attacht®e head without the genitive case

kor-k"una moklag ff"-e k dgommin k"an  fopta "¢
Some-time me feel aux-pres-1sg that eartbl. flat  cop.-pres-3p.
‘Sometimes | feel that the earth is flat’

sun-va-r bad

liten -ptcl-gen. after
‘After listening’

t"orok dner bad

some day-gen after
‘After some days’

kutf diner bad
some day-gen after
‘After few days’

The temporal postpositionoke ‘advl’ occurs after temporal adverbs. It neveruiegs
genitive case marking on the adverb.

Language in Indiavww.languageinindia.com 223
11: 1 January 2011

Md. Shahzad Alam, M.A, Ph.D. Scholar

Case and Case-like Postposition in Surjapuri




rat kre okPMe dumna Kotra fhe

night at-pp. alone roaming dangerous.-poes
‘Roaming at night is dangerous.’

The causal postpositionadzoh’ is attached to the nonfinite verb with the gemitcase.

vohar g'or dgo-var vodzoh kore sob-ga  Kus  f-1l.

his/lher home go-part.-gen. cause froml happy cop.-pst.
‘Everybody was happy with his going home.’

Purpose is marked with the postpositienct'for; in order to' and is found in conjunction
with verbs.

1-da sa ram-e tene tf'e
prox.def. shirt ram-gen. for cop.gre
‘This shirt is for Ram.’

Several other postpositions need mentioning. THewmg postpositions attach to the
phrase head with the genitive case.

b"rtr s ‘on behalf of’
mon dr ‘just like’
In addition, the following postpositions attachtthe head without the genitive case.
a) gganda ‘throughout'
vohg gaanda sal  1mar tfh-1l
he/she throughout-def. year ill cop.- pst

‘he/she was ill throughout the year’

b) dzor ki kom “as if'
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vohg eji-kisom roh  tf*e dzor ki komke voh3y radzatie
he like this stay aux.-pres agsf he king cop-pres
‘slhe stays as if s/he (is) a king.’

The postposition ima ‘without' attaches to the head with the geniaxeept when it
functions as an adverb, in which case it preceue$i¢ad

mdj kolom-er hina lik-va  ni  pam
i-nom. pen gen. without wibel. neg. can
‘| cannot write without pen.

mor hina kamllank"otom howva ni  pa-be.

Me without work cl. finish aux.ind. neg. do aux-fut.
‘work will not be done without me.’

The nominal expressions (Noun Phrase) with postipos function similar to a
morphological form in Surjapuri, which is also emd in other Indo-Aryan languages.
In other words, the syntactic function of a nomigahnot recognize a case from the
form/morphological marker unless it is analyzedtloa basis of the related meaning of
the segments (markers) in the sentence. Sometimasffia could be added to the
nominal, though in other cases it is inherent.

Looking from a syntactic point of view though iteses easy to mark out the case forms
but if studied semantically, Surjapuri languagentans multiple functions like

definiteness, plurality and case. A bound morphadded to the nominal can function in

a different way other than what convention of glaage says. However, one can look
into this area carefully before coming to a conidosthat a particular marker may

function in a number of ways, often left unnoticed.
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