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The Gujral Committee Report

A landmark in the history of the processes of language development in India, the Gujral
Committee Report deals with issues relating to the use of Urdu in India in a detailed and balanced
manner. The report is downloaded from the Government of India portal

http://education.nic.in/cd50years/u/47/3X/toc.htm.

While the Report is reproduced and presented here in its entirely, only six appendices to the
Report are reproduced here below..

“The Government of India appointed a Committee for Promotion of Urdu under the
Chairmanship of Shri 1.K. Gujral, the then Union Minister of State for Works and Housing by a
Resolution dated May 5, 1972. It was requested to advise the Government on the measures to be
adopted for the promotion of Urdu language and the steps required to be taken to provide
adequate facilities for Urdu speaking people in educational, cultural and administrative matters.

19. The Report of the Gujral Committee was received in the Ministry of Education on May 8,
1975. It runs into 269 pages and contains 187 recommendations covering a very wide spectrum
of problems and issues.
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20. The Gujral Committee Report was placed before the Cabinet on January 30, 1979.
Thereafter, it was laid on the Table of both the Houses of Parliament on February 21, 1979.”
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"The Committee should submit its report to Government within a period of six
months from the date it is set up."
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" The Government of India, however, feel that it is necessary to take more
intensive measures for the promotion of Urdu. The Government have, therefore,
decided to set up a Committee for the promotion of Urdu which will be expected
to submit its report within six months of the date of its appointment.”

Language in India www.languageinindia.com 426
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 427
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 428
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 429
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 430
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 431
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 432
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 433
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 434
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 435
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 436
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 437
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 438
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 439
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 440
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 441
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 442
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 443
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 444
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 445
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 446
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 447
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 448
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 449
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 450
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 451
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 452
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




!l "

Language in India www.languageinindia.com 453
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 454
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 455
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 456
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 457
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 458
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




®lo & ~

Language in India www.languageinindia.com 459
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




*% ) e

Language in India www.languageinindia.com 460
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 461
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 462
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




s

Language in India www.languageinindia.com 463
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 464
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 465
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 466
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




* s -

Language in India www.languageinindia.com

9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu

467



Language in India www.languageinindia.com 468
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 469
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 470
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




LD

Language in India www.languageinindia.com

9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu

471



Language in India www.languageinindia.com 472
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 473
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Oy > #

Language in India www.languageinindia.com 474
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 475
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 476
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 477
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 478
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com

9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu

479



Language in India www.languageinindia.com 480
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 481
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Ol +

Language in India www.languageinindia.com 482
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 483
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 484
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 485
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 486
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 487
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 488
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




Language in India www.languageinindia.com 489
9 : 1 January 2009
The Gujral Committee Report on Urdu




"The object of the Fundamental Rights is two-fold. First, that every citizen must
be in a position to claim these rights. Secondly, they must be binding upon every
authority.. which has got either the power to make laws or the power to have
discretion vested in it. Therefore, it is quite clear, that if the Fundamental Rights
are to be clear, then they must be binding not only upon the Provincial and
Central Governments, but they must also be binding upon districts, local boards,
municipalities, even village panchayats and taluka boards, in fact, every authority
which has been created by law and which has got certain power to make laws, to
make rules are make bye-laws".
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"The word is used not merely to indicate the minority in the technical sense of the
word (as we have been accustomed to use it for the purpose of certain political
safeguards, such as representation in the Legislature, representation in the
Services and so on), it is also used to cover minorities which are not minorities in
the technical sense, but which are nonetheless minorities in the cultural and
linguistic sense. For instance, if a certain number of people from Madras came
and settled in Bombay for certain purposes, they would, be, although not a
minority in the technical sense, cultural and linguistic minorities. Similarly, if a
certain number of Maharashtrians went from Maharashtra and settled in Bengal,
although they may not be minorities in the technical sense, they would be cultural
and linguistic minorities in Bengal. The Article intends to give protection in the
matter of culture, language and script not only to a minority technically, but also
to a minority in the wider sense of the term as | have explained just now.It was
felt that this protection was necessary for the simple reason that people who go
from one province to another and settle there, do not settle there permanently.
They do not uproot themselves from the province from which they have
migrated,but they keep their connections. They go back to their province for the
purpose of marriage. They go back to their province for various other purposes,
and if this protection was not given to them when they were subject to the local
Legislature and the local Legislature were to deny them the opportunity of
conserving their culture, it would be very difficult for these cultural minorities to
go back to their province and to get themselves assimilated to the original
population to which they belonged. In order to meet the situation of migration
from one province to another, we felt it was desirable that such a provision should
be incorporated in the Constitution™.
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"It shall be the duty of the Union to promote the spread of Hindi language, to
develop it so that it may serve as a medium of expression for all the elements of
the composite culture of India and to secure its enrichment by assimilating
without interfering with its genius, the forms, style and expressions used in
Hindustani and in the other languages of India specified in the English Schedule,
and by drawing, wherever necessary or desirable, for its vocabulary, primarily on
Sanskrit and secondarily on other languages."
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"What is Hindustani? There is no such language apart from Urdu and Hindi. Urdu
had sometimes been called Hindustani. It means a scientific blend extant. But it is
the common speech of the unlettered millions of Hindus and Muslims living in
Northern India. Not being written, it is imperfect, and the written language has
taken two different turns tending to widen the difference by each running away
from the other. Therefore, the word Hindustani means Hindi and Urdu".

"...The national language of India could be none but the one that was spoken in
the north by the Hindus and Muslims and was written in the Nagri and Urdu

scripts. It was the language of Tulsidas. The poet saint had not disdained to use
Arabic and Persian words even in his time. That language which had undergone
the evolution was the interprovincial speech written in two scripts... Hindustani
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was a happy blend of the two (Hindi and Urdu) with the grammatical structure
unaffected by Arabic and Persian..."

(December 18, 1947)
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"The State Government may, from. time to time, by notification in the Andhra
Pradesh Gazette direct the use of' Urdu or any other language or languages, in
addition to the Telugu language in the interest of persons speaking such language
or languages, in such areas and for such official purposes of the State and for such
periods, as may be specified in the notification™.
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