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Abstract
The present paper takes up the phonological description of Bhaderwahi with focus on the
segmental part of the phonological system including consonants, vowels, diphthongs, syllables

including their distribution and arrangement in the language.
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1.Introduction

Bhaderwabhi is a primitive tribal community settled predominantly in the hilly regions of
Jammu & Kashmir. It derives its name from the beautiful mountain valley of Bhadarwah, also
known as “Nagonkibhoomi” (land of Snakes). Bhaderwahi also known by the names of Bhaderi,
Bhadrohi, Bhidli, etc., is spoken by around 50,000 people in Bhadarwah town and surrounding
villages of Doda district of Jammu and Kashmir state. Grierson (1919) has placed Bhaderwabhi
language into Indo Aryan group of languages. Bhaderwahi language has three dialects:
Bhaderwahi, Bhalesvi and Padri. After the early sketches published in Bailey’s Languages of the
Northern Himalayas (1908) and Grierson (1919) it has received very little attention from
linguists. It doesn’t have any script of its own and uses Arabic or Devnagri script. In this
backdrop the present paper aims to provide a description of Bhaderwahi Phonology, wherein a
detailed account of Bhaderwahi sounds would be given.
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2. Methodology

For the present paper intensive fieldwork was carried out to collect the data from various
areas of Bhaderwah. A questionnaire was developed consisting of words focusing on the
phonological system of Bhaderwahi. The data was elicited by direct questioning of the informant
using sophisticated voice recorder. The data was then transcribed and analyzed using the

phonological methodology for language analysis.

3.Analysis
As already mentioned, the present paper focuses on the aspects of segmental phonology
of Bhaderwahi.

3.1 Segmentals
The segmental inventory of Bhaderwahi is observed to include 35 Consonants and 13

vowel sounds which are discussed below.

3.1(a) Consonants
Based on the analysis of the distribution of consonantal segments, the following table
represents the consonant sounds of Bhaderwahi on the basis of their place of articulation, manner

of articulation and states of glottis.

Manner of Place of Articulation

Articulation

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 18:2 February 2018
Sabba Mushtag, M.A. Linguistics (Gold Medalist), M.A. English, NET, SET

Hafsa Riyaz, M.Phil., M.A. Linguistics, NET, SET

Phonological System of Bhaderwabhi 130



http://www.languageinindia.com/

[
S
o x
< -g - | & = = =
o) o S Q o© += — + n
< |® c £ |5 s |s s &
m = a8 |< | o |8 o &
Stops vl.unasp p t t k
vl.asp p" th th kb
vd.unsap b d d g
vd.asp bh d | q gh
Affricates vl.unas i)
vl.asp
vd.unas s |ds"
vd.asp
Nasal m n n
Trill r T
Lateral I
Fricative VI f s S I h
vd tsh z
Semivowel % ]

Table 1: Consonant System of Bhaderwahi

The following table shows the distribution of consonants at initial, medial, and final

positions of words, wherever possible.

CONSONANT INITIAL MEDIAL FINAL
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Ip/ po:tri: ‘granddaughter’ kropar ‘hip’ bha:p ‘steam’

/p"/ phetu ‘picture’ | .

/bl buzal ‘earth quake’ ambar ’sky’ tola:b ‘pond’

/bv/ brat ‘road” | .. sibh ‘all’

It/ tola:b‘pond’ mitti: ‘clay’ parvat ‘mountain’
/th] thuk‘saliva’ ha:t"i:’elephant’ nat"‘nose ring

It/ tabar ‘family’ fata:n’rock’ khat‘cot’

It/ thad‘cold’ mat"u: ‘boy’ gut” ‘cave’

Ikl kudrat‘nature’ likar’mud’ "k ‘sneeze’

/kb/ kho:tho:’donkey kbe:k"ru: ‘cheek’ Jik" ‘mother in law’
/d/ dunja: ‘world’ a:do: ‘darkness’ ga:nd ‘moon’
/dv/ d"und ‘fog’ a:dhi:’storm’ dud"milk’

/d/ dal ‘marriage’ rando: ‘widower’ thad’cold’

/qr/ drala:n’slope” | .o o

g/ gut’’cave’ anga:ro: ‘ember’ ag’fire’
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gt/

gho:r‘stone’

kang"o: ‘comb’

il likar ‘mud’ bafftfo: ‘baby’ 0.4 beak’

I ha:vri: ‘shade’ ma:gti: ‘honey’ magarmat™ ‘crocodile’
Is/ tsavar‘yak’ bitsu: ‘scorpio” | ...l

s shanu ‘strainer’ | s [

Is/ su:radz‘sun’ ma:si:’ mother’s sister’ | sa:ra:s ‘crane’

Il Jemro:“father in law’ ve:fija:‘prostitute’ of*dew’

/n/ hava:’air’ ze:hr‘venom’ greh ‘planet’

/m/ ma:zan ‘ash’ dzamun’ground’ tho:m‘garlic’

In/ na:lo:’brook’ pa:ni:’water’ ban’forest’

Ml anga:ro:’ember’ Jig’horn’

N la:i: ‘bride’ na:lo: ‘brook’ blizal ‘earthquake’
Irl re:ta:ro:’desert’ anga:ro:’ember’ ha:r’flood’

2 A ha:vri:’shade’ paha:’hill’

I3/ dzamun ‘ground’ bidsli: ‘lightning’ gi:ds’echo’

st/ dz"i:] ‘lake’ murdzha:nu: ‘to wither’ | ................
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vl vadsi ‘thunder’ parvat ‘mountain’ ka:v’crow’

ljl ja:d‘memory’ kja:ru: ‘wood’ ko: dzaj ‘who’
ik fe:fro: ‘lung’ tu:fa:n‘wind’ so:f*aniseed’
Iz/ zama:ji: ‘son-in-law’ ma:zan ‘ash’ ba:z ‘hawk’

Table 2: Initial, Medial and Final positions of Consonants of Bhaderwahi

3.1(b) Vowels
On the basis of the analysis of the data, Bhaderwahi has 13 vowels which are arranged in

the table below.

Front Mid Back
High hil, 1./ 1il h/, h/
Mid lel, le:l Iof /ol, /o:/
Mid Low Iel,
Low /al, la:/

Table 3: Vowel System of Bhaderwahi

The following table shows the distribution of Vowels of Bhaderwahi at initial, medial and

final positions of words wherever possible.
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Vowel

Word Initially

Word Medially

Word Finally

il ill “vulture’ mitti:‘clay’ |

L ta:ri:k" ‘date’ mitti: ‘clay’

lel e‘it’ dzeds / ‘sunrise’ | e

le:/ e:nak‘spectacles’ re:t’sand’ ds€:’husband’s
sister’

lal angu:thi:’ring’ tola:b ‘pond” | e,

lel menu ‘man’ bhg“buffalo’

lal ambar ‘sky’ thad_ ‘cold’ is ma ‘in’

la:l a:do: ‘storm/ re:ta:po:’desert’ inna: ‘this’

Iul udslo: ‘vision’ bazal’earth quake’ fa:fu‘father’s
brother’

u:/ t:th ‘camel’ gi:dz ‘echo’ hiju:‘ice’

lof | nof*daughter in law’ bot/"r0 ‘calf’

lo:/ 0:f ‘dew’ mo:{fi: ‘cobbler’ a:do:‘storm

N kilork vadsi’thunder’
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Table 4: Initial, Medial and Final positions of Vowels of Bhaderwahi

3.2 Diphthongs
A diphthong also known as a gliding vowel is a phonetic sequence, consisting
of a vowel and a glide that is interpreted as a single vowel. It refers to two adjacent
vowel sounds occurring within the same syllable. Technically the tongue moves from
one point of articulation to other during the pronunciation of the vowel. As per the data three
diphthongs are observed in this language. These diphthongs are given below.

Diphthong Example

ei: lei: a:no: ‘to appear’
ua: sua:d‘taste’

ai bolai ‘cat’

3.3 Consonant Clusters

A consonant cluster is a combination of two or more consonants which are pronounced
together. A language can have double or triple consonant clusters or both. In Bhaderwahi, only
double consonant clusters are present which usually occur at word initial, or final positions.
br brat ‘fast’

pr pre:m ‘affection’

tr traki: ‘balance’

Zj zja:da: ‘many’

nj njo:1 ’mongoose’

dr drano: ‘to frighten’

kr kro:dh ‘anger’

Jt duft ‘naughty’

rb zarb "multiplication’
nf munf “husband’

hr ze:hr ‘poison’
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3.4 Syllable Structure
A syllable is a unit of sound composed of a central peak of sonority (usually a

vowel), and the consonants that cluster around this central peak. Syllables are often
considered the phonological "building blocks" of words. They can influence the rhythm
of a language, its prosody, its poetic meter and its stress patterns. Syllabification is the
separation of a word into syllables, whether spoken or written. In Bhaderwahi, syllabification
has been done as

I Monosyllabic

ii. Disyllabic, and

iii. Polysyllabic words

I. MONOSYLLABIC PATTERN

1.V 0: ‘that’
2. VC av ‘T

3. CV 1o: ‘of’
4. CVC il ‘here’
5. CCVC brat “fast’

Il. DISYLLABIC PATTERN

1. VCV a:----lo: ‘nest’

2. CV-CV gé---do: ‘thinoceros’
3. vC-cv im---1i: ‘tamarind’
4. VC-CVC an---par ‘illiterate’

5. CVC-CV gan---do: ‘onion’

6. CV-CVvC pi:---pal ‘pipal’

7. CVC-CVC duf---man ‘enemy’

1. POLYSYLLABIC PATTERN
1. CV-CV-CV ma---sa:---lo  ‘spice’
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CVC-CVC-CVC sang-mar-mar ‘marble’
CVC-CV-CV-CV  rads--- ku---ma---ri: ‘princess’

2. CVC-CV-CV to:v--li--jo: ‘towel’

3. VC-CVv-CVC im--ti--ha:n ~ ‘examination’
4. CVC-CVC-CV ffit--kon-ni: ‘bolt’

5. V-CVC-CVvC a:--tang--va:d ‘terrorism’
6.

7.

4. Conclusion

The present paper presented the phonological description of Bhaderwahi with focus on
segmental part of the phonological system including consonants, vowels and diphthongs. It is
observed that the consonantal system is rich consisting of 35 consonants while as 13 vowels are
also present. Bhaderwahi possess double consonant clusters at the word initial and final

positions. Medial consonant clusters are absent in the Bhaderwahi language.
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