[
PRIMARY ONOMATOPOEIA OR IMITATIVES

i i

From the semantic point of view it is possible to make a
distinction between primary and secondary onomatopoeia
«Its [Primary-onomatopoeia’s] primary form is the imitation
of sound by sound. Here the sound is truly an ‘echo to the
Sense’: the referent itself is an acoustic experience which'is
more or less closely imitated by the phonetic 'structure of the
word”.! These are different from 'the <*words 'which ‘are
having no direct ireleationship with the sound. .The sound
might ‘have:struck a listener at onejtime or from one feature
.of that object. But it is not its prominent feature’’® Primary
onomatopoeia  is determined by its imitative nature. Here a
note of caution is needed. The sound imitated will not
express fully the sound of the.thing which it represents. Imi-
tation is not only objective but also subjective. The same
sound is heard and expressed differently by different speakers.
For example to indicate the ringing.of the bell many expres-
sions are found -in Tamil: kanir, kipin, kinir, Kigil. The
barking of the dog is expressed as lo] or val. Many examples
can be cited to elucidate this point. So it is clear that, :

i} The imitative expressions do not represent the natura}l
sound hundred percent.

ii] The.imitative expressions vary from person to person
and so there .are .nnumerous expressions for a single natural

1. Stephen Ullmann: ‘An introduction to the science
of meaning®, Page : 84,
2. HardéV Bahri; “Hindi'Semantics’, Page: 35,



38 ke ~ Onomatopocia in Tamil

sound. A reason for the first fact, as Otto jespersen has
suggested, is that our speech organs are not capable of giving
a perfect imitation of all unarticulated sounds and therefore
the choice of speech sounds is to a certain extent accidental *

These imitatives have been arranged as per their form
like single words, reduplicatives etc. They are 148 in number

There are onomatopoeic words in Tamil relating to all
the five senses:
pacapacappu
is related to the tongue,

‘To grumble in a suppressed tone’

_ palapalappu’ " Glittering
is related to the eye, ;

.curacurappu

‘To be rough’
_ Is_re_lated to the skin. '

kamakamattal 4To be very fragrant’
. is related to the nose, and ‘ 1O
kanakanappu ‘Ringing {of bells* etc., of 'the
onomatopoeic words related to the ear will be imitatives. '
; There are a few sets of expressions which are not exactly
imitative. But they have the characteristic sounds which
create an atmosphere of the actual sounds. For example
there are many words to denote whispering like kucukucuttal,
kicukicuttal, pocupocuttal. All the consonants here are
- voiceless and the sibilant [Phonetically] is invariably found.
In #Qtual whispering also there is no voiced sound and the
vocal-cords constrict the air passage.’ Similarly ‘the words
~ denoting - murmuring like mupumuputtal, mopamopgattal
_ etc.” invariably have nasals.

. [1] Single words with epn

~ ovepal ‘Sounding®
kapiregal ‘Ringing as bell’
kapukkenal ~ ‘Sounding impeteously”

1, . Otto Jespersen: ‘Language its nature development
; - and origin’ Page: 398.
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kalukkenal ‘Loud sharp sound when lau-
: ghing®

kavenal “Crying as crows*

kinipepnal ‘Ringing sound’

kinirenal —do—

kinilenal —do—

kinnenal ‘Tinkling, clinking sound’

kigiccenal ‘Creaking noise’ :

kulukkepal ‘*Langhter®

kavenal ‘Bawling, screaching®

kayenal ‘Expr. signifying shouting”

kollepal ‘an out burst of laughter’

kollegal ‘The sound of a drum or other
musical instruments’

kovenal ‘Expr. of making loud music®

catarepal Crackling sound” .

calakkepal ‘Splashing sound’

calakkepal ‘Crashing sound®

calarenal - Splashing sound’

cukrenal Rustling as of palmyra leaves,

' spreading fire® |
cugirepal o Gy
cotakkenal ‘Hissing 'as water when in contact
‘ with fire*

cotukkenal ‘Cracking noise*

cottenal *Sharp sound as ofa stroke with
a cane or a smack with a whip®

cottenal ‘Expression signifying repeated
sound as of coconuts' falling on the

, ground one after the other*

covenal a0

tannenal ‘Pattering of rain”

tapakkepal “The sound of a bell or gong”
‘The sharp sound as in sudden
dropping®

taparepal *The cracking sound:®

tayirepal

‘Sound produced in fiting a gush’
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tamarenal

tammepal
takkepnal
tannepal
tapukkepal
‘titomegai |

tinnegal

tutumenal
toppenal

- nikiyenal

nerukkepal

i pakkegal

patarepal
patirepal
‘pummenal
potukkenal
pottenal

pommenal

+matakkenal

-matarenal
malarenal

malarttiyenal

-malu_kkcgal
mivenal
molukkenal

lapakkenal
lo}lenal
vallenal

‘vipéler__lal

Onomatopoeia in Tamil

:Crashing soundas of the breaking
of earthen pots®
=do—
“Thumping sound”
*Expr. of tapping”
-Rashness as in falling’
«Signifying the sound 'of a drum
etc.’

- «Expr. ‘of vibrating sound of a

string musical instrument’
«Jumping sound as into water’
‘Falling with a thumbing noise’
sExpr. of the neighing of a horse’
‘Bxpr. signifying shapping sound’

<“Bursting as with sudden' laughter;
- uspitting, cracking’

Expr. signifyig ¢racking or bursting

- moise’

—do—
«Expr. denoting buzzing sound’

«Expr. sigaifying breaking suddently |

as of cords’ {

“Expr. signifying the falling with a ;

thud as of heavy fruits’
+Expr. signifying tinkling sound”
«Gurgling of water in drinking’
‘Gurgling noise’
= Oo=—
- O~
—do=—
<Expr. slgnifying calling’
«Bxpr. of breaking suddenly as a
dry branch’
‘Expr. signifying gulping’
‘Bxpr. of dogs bark’
*Expr. of barking sound’
‘An immitative sound’
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vinpenal ‘Tinkling as of a bell*
virrepal “Bxpr. of whirling sound as a stone
whirled in the air®

vetukkenal “Expr. of noise of breaking*

{21 Single words—with auxiliary verbs.

kiriccita *Creaking sound”’

kiriccifu — O

pararitu ‘To make-a: burring:sound”’

viritu “To cry out suddenly, to scream’
vigitu : —do=— :

[2a] Reduplicatives—with en,

icciccenal *Expr. of scaring away-birds etc.’

- kakkakenal ‘Chuckling as fowls®
kiccukkiccenal ‘Signifying chirping as of lizards’
kitukitenal <Signifying rumbling sound’
kitukkizukkegal ‘Signifying hallow .sound’
skigukkukkigukk-‘Expr. .signifying tinkling:sonnd”

enal !
.kiyyankiyyamenal ‘Signifying.peeping of chickens®

kilkillenal *Signifying clinking sound’

ikikkiyenal «Chriping rsound; screaming sound
as of birds’

‘kicukicenal - —do=—

kiccukiccenal —do—

kirkirenal *Signifying cracking as that of a saw
‘when cutting the timber’

kirukirenal —=do—

kutukkukkutukk-*Bxpr. of rattling noise’

enal )

kuppukuppetal ‘Crackling noise as of flames; sig-
pifying jerking’

kumikkumikekal ‘Signifying tinkling sound as of
anklets®

-kuvakkuvavenal *Bxpr. signifying squalling; crying
as.of new born infant’
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kakkavenal ‘Signifying crowmg sound as of a
' cock’

kétafike;amé_na_l ‘Pglpltatibn of heart throﬁgh fear’

.kettukkettenal *Chirping, crackling sound as of a

hen’ :
keruttukkerutt- ‘Hoarse sonnd or rattle as'in diffi-
endl cult or hard breathing”
korattukkorattenal - —do—

cakkatticakkatti-<Expr. of repeated thud’
yoeal

cakkucakkenal 'Expr signifying harsh dull sound’
catakkuccatakk-‘CIackmg as when walking w1th
enal wooden sandles’
calarcalarenal ‘Clinking as of ornaments’
taktakenal ‘Tickling sound ‘of "a clock; the
clattering noise of boots’

" tapatapavenal “The sound of a drum’

tamatamavenal —=do—
takuntakumenal ¢Cracking sound of fire beating
suond of a drum’

takkuttakkenal ' ‘Expr. of repeated thumpmg sound’
‘tikkuttikkenal —do—

© titukkttitukkenal ‘Expr. throbbing or beatmg of the

heart through fear’

timutimuvenal
tontononenal

¢Expr.of repeated or beating sound*
‘Expr. of the sound of drumming’

notukkunotukk- ‘Expr. signifying slight tapping or

(menal

noganogavegal

; knowcking noise’

*Expr, signifying sound of speaking
through nose, teasing’

pakkuppakkenal ‘Expr. of throbbing rapidly as the

maramarstal

heart through fear; bursting laugh-
ter’®
‘Expr. of crashing*

moccumoccenal Expr. of munching®

. enal

- lotukkulotukk-  ‘Expr. signifying shakmess as ofa

runmng carrlage &

R e R s
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kigukiguttal

kulakulattal
kolakolattal

catacatattal
curucuruttal

curucuruttal
tatatatattal
taratarattal

titutifuttal
nagunaguttal
naranarattal
neganergattal
neruneruttal
potupotuttal

malamajattal

; motumo[:uttal_’_

lotalota

. katakatappa

kanakanappu
kajakalappu
kagakarappu
kilukiluppu
kutukutuppu
korakograppu

. catacatappu

caracarappu
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[2b] Reduplicatives with—ttal.

To buzz as mosquitoes; to hum as
‘bees”
*Gurgling sound’

—do—

" “Crash; beat of repeated sound”
_ ‘Signitying rapid burnlng as com-

bustibles’
e o
‘To totter from age, weakness etc.’
‘The sound caused by the discharge
of watery stools’ -
‘Beating of the heart through fear’
*Grinding the teeth’
~—dOo=
—do=—
—=do=—
“To snap as cords’
“To .crash, rattle sound loudly as
branches in snapping®
‘To rustle as dried skin, starched
cloth etc.,
To rumble as bowels’
‘To become rickety; to be hollow or
empty’ :

" [2¢  Reduplicatives=with-pu,

‘To become loose, {clattering, rom-
bling®

‘Ringing of the besIl’

Loud and confused noise’
‘Reiterative sound, crispness’
“Child’s rattle'

‘Rattle’

‘Rattling in the thorat’

‘Sound of falling trees’
‘Rustling as of starched cloth®
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calacalappu

; ca_q'-acalappu
curacurappu
malamajappu
mutamutappu
muramurappu
motamotappu
moramorappu

Onomatopoeia in Famil

*To rustle’
*Splashing as of rain®
*Roughness as of woolen cloth”
‘Snapping noise’
«Cracking noise’
sForming cracking in the mouth’
<Rattling sound as of dried skin”
‘Rustling’

[2d] Reduplicatives with other suffixes

kigkini
kijukili
kilukiluppai
skntukutukkai

kutukutuppai

«Tinkling ornament for the anklet’
*Children’s rattle box’

#Child’s rattle’

*Ripe - cocanut in ' which the kernal

.rattles’

‘Anything making a rattling sound’

[31 Echo Words complet onomatopoeic

kapukkupukkenal
kaknvenal
kokkdvenal
takkutikkepal

tatapatenal

‘Gurgling of water’
‘Expr. as.in wailing’
‘Clucking’
“The tick tack
Sound produced by sabots or
slippers while walking’
«Expr. of patting sound’

Consonant + Vowel change.

katamutenal
katumotenal

kiccumiccenal

cataputattal
carakkuppurakkenal
calarpilarenal

calukkuppilukkenal
calakkuppujakkenal
calakkuppulakkepal
cilupulenal .
cillupullenal
takkuppukkenal
takkupokkenal

‘Rattling, tumbling in the bowels’
—do—

“Noiseness vas of a house full of

children’

‘To make a cracking sound’

Creaking sound as of shoes’

«Signifying -clinking as of orna-
ments’
lifo—
‘Splashing sound’
o —do=—
*Bubbling as boiling water’
—do =
‘Expr. of repeated thumping sound’
-!-—,dﬂ"'u' :



