TR
SINGLE WORBS

O

~ The onomatopoeic expressions which are neither redu-
plicatives nor echoes are called single onomatopoeic word $
They have some characteristic features. They are not.
conjugated. If at all they are made into verbs, the verb eg-
that occurs with them is conjugated.

e.g, kanir eprumani atittatu
“the bell rang producing the sound kagir®

Or the auxiliary verbs, itu or uru is added to them and these
verbs are conjugated.

e.g. titukkittan, tupukkurgap ‘he was startled’
Nouns are derived from the single words very rarely. One
finds only a few instances like cillippu ‘chilness’, tifukkita
estartling’.

These onomatopoeic words introduce new distribution
of phonemes in the language. In Tamil the phonemes t. 1,
etc; will not occur in the initial position of a word, But in
onomatopoeic words one: finds occurrences like tanpep-al
sexpressioa signifying the sound of a bell’, lapakkep-al
cexpression signifying suddenness (as in snatching away) or
_gulping’. Plosives come in the final position llke tak-*thud-
ding sound’. |

The syllabic pattern of these single words is (Cl) vor
(C1) VC2or (C1) VC2 V €3. It is to be noted that the ;vowel
is always short in the closed monosyllabic words and in the
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initial'syllab_le of the dysyllabic words. Though CI igf‘é};?n
as optional it is found in most of the cases. The final cone

sonant is doubled in Sandhi before a vowel
ding vowel is short,

i. With ep-
e e —

when the’ prece-

All the single onomatopoeic words can occur with -this
verb en-which means ‘to say’. This verb is usually used for
q_uotes. Other verbs or suffixes cannot occur with all ‘the
single words. Such werds which do not occur with other
verbs or suffixes but occur onlv with en form a majority,
They are 163 out of 181 single words.

ammmenqal

ollegal
ovepal

kagpirenal
kapukkepal
kammenal
kalukkcnél
kavenal
kinena]
kigipenal .

kipirenal
kipilepal
kipnenal

kiriccepal
kupilepal

knpiregal

. 1. *Experiment.of humming.*
<2, ‘Experiment of filling or over

- flowing as of water
‘Sounding in a certzin way’
°Soundin'g_' _‘Experimént of sighi.
fying absolute darkness®
*ringing as bell’
‘sounding impetuously*
‘being silent’ - :
‘Experiment of loud sharp sound
' as when laughing?
‘crowing as crows’
‘tinkling sound’ )
‘Experiment of signifying ringing

sound’
i |
o da
1. “Experiment of being full and

tight’

2. “Signifying ‘tinkling cliuking

sound’
‘Creaking noise’

. ‘Siging burning,  fiercely, rushing

suddenly? . :

¥

Single Words

kummepal

kulukkenal
kuvenal
kayenal
koppenal
kommepgal
kollepal
ko}lenal

kovenal

cakkenal
catakkepal

catarepal
cattepal
cappepal
cammenal
carattepal
carerepal
carglepal
carukkenal
calarenal
cavakkenal
calakkenal
calakkepal
cajarenal
callenal
cigpukkepal
ci]lenal
civitkenal
civilepal
cukrenal

cukkrenal
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«Signifying being over whelmed as
by excessive darkness®

*Signifying laughter’

bawling, screaching’

*Experiment of signifying shouting’

*Moving quickly’ |

‘Expression denoting luxuriance’

“Per an out burst of laughter’

¢Signifying the sound of a drum or
other musical instruments’

‘Expression of bewailing making
loud music, crying’

 *Harsh dull sound’

*Clacking as when walking with
wooden sandles’
*Crackling sound’
‘Haste’
‘Insipidity” _
*Majestic bearing, rushing sound’
‘Moving quickly’
‘Suddenness, haste®
: —do=—
‘Expression of quickness, haste’
*Clinking as of ornaments’
‘Being flexible or elastic’
‘Splashing sound’
‘Crashing sound’
‘Splashing®
‘Growling with anger®
‘Worrying with frequent crying’
‘Rapidity, being noisy’
*Being impatient, being quick”
‘Being jealous’ '
*Rustling as fof palmyra leaves;
spreading fire’
- do=
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cuppenal

cummenpal
curiregal

éurukkegal
cu]lepal

curukkepnal
ciivenal
cayepal
caiyepal.
cotakkenal
cotukkenal

cottenal

cottepnal

covenal
nererenal
nerelenal
nellenal
nollenal
tapnenal
tapakkenal

taparepal
tapirepal
tamarepal

tammenpal
taiyepal

takkenal
tas}geéal

Onomatopoeia in Tami]

‘Signifying the quick absorption of
liquid’
*Signifying breathing’
‘Stinging; hissing as water when in
contact with fire’
‘Stinging being smart’
‘Expr. of sternness, severity or pun
of hay’
‘Signifying quickness, stmgmg
‘Silencing urging dogs, to attack®
‘Expr. of contempt’
iidoLl
‘Cracking neise’
‘Sharp sound as of a stroke wnth a
~ cane or a smack with a whip’
*Sound as that of coconut falling on
. the ground”’ _
‘BExpression of signifying repeated
sound as of coconuts falling on the

. ground one after another?

‘Pattering of rain’
‘Expr. of haste; suddenness’
() e
*An imitative sound’,
B o P
‘The sound of a bell or gong’
“‘The sharp sosnd as in sudden
dropping’
‘The cracking sound’
*Sound produced in firing a gun’
“Crashing sound as of the breaking
of earthern pots’

—do— ;
‘Determined  opposition among
persons’

‘Thumping sound’
‘Expi. of tapping®

Single Words

tapukkepal
tavvepal
tikkegal

titukkenal
titirenal
titumepal
tigpenal

tutukkenal
tutumenal .

tupukkenal
tungpenal
turilepal
toppen2!

tommepgal
narakkepal

naljenal
nikiyenal

nevelepal
nerukkenal
nerukkepal
noytenal

novvepal
pakilenal

pakirenal
pakkenal

pacakkepal

‘9

‘Expt. s:gmfymg haste, rashness as
falling®
‘Expr. denoting shrinking, witheri’ﬁg;
fading®
‘Expr. throbbing or beating. of the
heart through fear’
—do— 7
«Onom. Expression of falling etc.,”
+Signifying the sound of a drum etc.,
1. ‘Expr. of vibrating souand, of a
string musical instrument.’ '
2. *Expr. of being firm’
‘Bxpr. of fear rashness’
‘Bxpr. of 10aring; jumping sound as
into water’
‘Expr. of being afraid
‘Expr. of startling’
‘Expr. of suddenness’
¢Falling with a thumbing noise’
‘Expr. of drum beat’
‘Bxpr. of suddenness, abruptness”
*An expr. denoting a sound®
“Expression of ¢he neighing of a
horse’
‘Expr. of suddenness’
‘ —do—
‘Expr. signifying speed of hastinees
*Expr. signifying quickness ‘brisk
ness’ nimbleness®
‘Expr. signifying haste or quickness’
‘Expr. signifying the state of being
greatly terrified’
; —do— ; :
‘Bursting as with sudden laughter;
splitting, cracking being sudden*
«Expr. signifying suddenness’
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pacaregal
paccepal
patarenal

patirenal
patukkepal

paliccenal
palirenal
pararepal
picukkepal

pummenal
pullegal

pettepal
pokkenal

pocukkenal
potukkepal

pottenal
pottenal

pommepnal
porérepal
porukkegal
pollenal
porkegal

matakkenal

matarenal
malarenal -

malarttiyenal

ma;ukksnal

Onomatopoeia in Tamil

‘Expr. signifying greenness’
*Expr. of being green®
‘Bxpr. signifying cracking or brus-
ting noise*
—dO=——
‘Expr. signifying breaking suddenly
as of cords quickness’
‘Expr. signifyviag flashing*®
] —do—
*Expr. of burring sout’
Expr. signifying  stickiness = or
viscocity’
‘Expr. denoting buzzing sound’
*Expr. of sourness of taste’
‘Expr. signifying quickness’ -
‘Expr. signifying suddenness
' abruptness* i
O —

‘Expr. signifying breaking suddenly
as of cords; quickness, suddenngss’
‘Expr. signifying quickness®

‘Expr. signifying the falling with a
thud as of heavy fruits’

‘Expr. signifying tinkling soundr
being thick or crowded; being
sudden or rapid’

‘Expr. signifying suddnness’

‘Expr. signifying swiftness or quick-

ness’

‘Expr. signifying suddenness’

‘Expr. of suddenness’

‘Expr. of signifying gurgling water

in drinking’

- *Expr. signifying crashing noise’

‘Expr.signifying crashing; cracking’
—do—-

R ————

Single Words
mavenal
misenal
mettepal

mellegal
moyyepal

moukkepal

lapakkepal

lavakkenal
lo}llenal
vatakkepal

vallenal

valikkepal
vajumenal
vajlenal
varkepal

vikavepal
viccepgal

vicukke_gél
vitalenal
vinnenal

vimmenal
vijumepal
virregal

yeccenal
vetkenal
vetpenal
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‘Expr, signifying calling®
‘Expr, of breathing hard’

‘Expr. signifying being smooth or
soft” ;

- d 0
‘Expr. sigaifying slowness
(cutamani; soareness (Colog.)
‘Expr. of breaking suddenly as a
dry branch being greasy’ (akam)
‘Bxpr. signifying;  suddenness;
gulping’
—do—
‘Expr. of dog’s bark’ *
‘Under boiled or under fried as .
: greens®
*Expr. signifying hardness or seve’
sity-

. *Expr, signifying clearness’

‘Expr. of smoothness’

‘Bxpr, of batking sound® :

‘Expr. signifying becoming harde-

ning’’

‘Expr. of swift movement’

‘Expr. indicating aversion®

‘Expr. denoting silence’

‘Bxpr. of quick movement’

‘An imitative sound’

‘Expr. signifying tinkling as of a
bell; throbbing as the eye®

*Expr. of ' becoming tight’

Expr. signifying slipperiness®

*Expr. of whirring sound as a stone
" whirled in the air®

‘Expr. of being hot;becoming heated®

‘Expr', of shallowness,superficiality*

¢Expr. of harshness; violence’
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vetukkepal “Expr. of noise of breaking; quick-
; ‘ness’
veytepal’ “Expr. signifying being hot; being
_ haste, being cruel’
velumepal “Expr. of being smooth to touch’
ve]lenal. ‘Bxpr. of becoming white, becommg
clear drawnlng of day
velarenal —do—
verrepal Bxpr. of being empty’
vericcenal ‘Expr. of being vacant or empty as
a place devoid of inhabitants”
jammepal ' «Expr. being fine, being comfor-
; : table’
javenal _ Expr. of being tumultuous*
ii. ' With other auxiliary verbs

(a) itu

The auxillary verb itu means *to put, place’.

This is added with 9 words, Though thisis compara-
tively a smaller group, it comes next to the en-group. By
lengthening the short vowel of this auxiliary verb, the verbis
made into a novn,

e.g. titukkifu titukkitu’
kiriccitu ‘Expr. signifying creaking sound’
kiriccitu | 'To creak as new shoes a wheel, an
: oil mill’

ciliritu ¢Being chill of getting the goose
skin*

cillitu *Being c¢hill of getting the goose
skin®

titukkitu ‘to be startled’

pa:nritu  ‘to make a burring sound’

vagkitu . <Bxpr. signifying becoming harde-
ning”

viritu ¢To cry out suddenly; to scream’ :

vigitu' —do=

i

A

i

Single Words 18

(b} uru
The other auxiliary verb is uru, that means‘to experience’,

It is added to only one word viz. tuguk-uru ‘to be startled’

(¢) Other verbs.

Other verbs like kattu to show’, vitu‘to leave’ are added
to a particular word ci which is an animal command to set
on dogs for attack, When the verb kottu is added it is the
expression of assent. It shows that by adding different verbs
to an onomatopoeic word different meanings are got.

cukattutal ‘To set dogs on; to drive away with
the sound ‘cd’, as'dogs’
cukkot tutal *To express assent with the ‘sound
_ ci’

cavitutal “To set 'on‘as dogs'to attack®

iii (a) with nominal suffix.

A very few of the single words are.made into nouns by
adding nominal suffixes. While many of the reduplicated

words take ‘the nominal suffixes. It is comparatively rare

with reference to the single words.
cillippu “Chilliness’
jillippu . —do~=
(b) With other suffixes.
‘Two words have come with other suffixes.
cummai . ‘Sound noise, musical note” _
Kigiccan .- *Whatch man’s rattle;child’s rattle”

iv. ‘As attributes.

A few single words come: as attributes of nouns.

cilloli ¢Shrill; sipulak*
molukkattai “Stout person’

T siim




