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INTRODUCTION
O

The present study is the collection of the phonetically
‘motivated or onomatopoeic words in Tamil and the classifi-
cation of them on the basis of their formal.and semantic
functions. « These words have been collected from the Tamil
Lexicon. Tamil'Lexicon consists of 1,17,762 words including
compounds, dialect variations and borrowings and 580 of
them are onomatopozic words, either siagle, reduplicated or
echo, This shows that0.59% of words are onomatopoeic in
Tamil. G -

This study has been divided into six chapters. The first
chapter gives the onomatopoeic words that are single words.
The onomatopoeic expressions which are .not duplicated with
or without a sound change are taken as single words. These
words take the quotative verd en- or an auxiliary verb. The
occurrence of the nominal suffixes or the occurrence as
attributes to nouns are rare, J b

These form the subdivisions of this chapter. All the
single onomatopoeic words take the verb en- while the
addition of other auxiliaty verbs or suffixes is restricted to
som: of them. Therefore to avoid repetition, the words
which take the other auxiliary verbs or suffixes are not given
under the head which lists the words taking en—. Itis to be

taken therefore, that all the words whether given under ‘the

€n- group or not will OCCUR WITH THE VERB eg-.
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The second chapter gives the onomatopoeic words that
are reduplicated. That is, the onmomatopoeic expression
always occurs in double and the part of it cannot occur isola-
ted. This type of words is called irattai-k-kijavi* by Tamil
grammarians,  They occur with the Quotative Verb eg-,
auxiliary verbs, nominal suffix-pu and the verbal noun
suffix-ttal. The last one shows that a few of these redupli-
cated words can be conjugated. As in the case of the single
words, ep- can occur with all the words of this type while the
occurrence of other auxiliaries and suffixes is restricted to
some. Therefore here also if the words are given under the
head of adding auxiliaries or suffixes they are not given
under-eg group to avoid repetition. The words which take
the nominal suffix-pu and the verbal noun suffix ttal are not
mutually exclusive. A few words which take-pu also take-ttal
while others do not. It shows thatonly a few words which
take the nominal suffix can be coujugated ! They have been
marked  with an asterisk. The reduplicated words also take
the agentive suffixes like-i, adverbial suffix -aka/ay. They
also occur as attributes to ‘nouns. A few reduplicated words
refer to the objects themselves which produce those sounds.
All these form the subdivisions of this chapter.

The third chapter gives the onomatopoeic words that are
echoes. These are also reduplicated words but with a
difference.  When an onomatopoeic expression is duplicated,
the duplicated part suffersa sound change, It may be the
change of a vowel or a consonant or both. This type of
words is further divided into thres subdivisions. The first
division gives the sequencess which are purely onomatopoeic,
In the other two divisions the sequences are not of onomato-
origin in the strict sense of the term. They consist of
a free word, which is not onomatopoeic, « either as the first
component or the second. The duplicated form is based on
thijs free word and does not occur in other contexts in the
language and does not have any meaning of its own. Its form

poeic

1.. eirattaikkijavi irattin pirinticaiya® tol 1:48.
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1sh1?urcly motivated from the phonetic form of the free word
W;,-wh precedes or follows it as its other component and ;
: 0

t Is. basis they also come under the category of phonetic mo'tin

vation. There is also another kind of ccio which  is verj;

common and regular in formation and can be pplied to an
word, Here the initial syllable of the words, i.e., (C)V f
N0y sae

becomes ki ...... in the second echoed part.

¢ The fourth chapter gives the seqli_ences of allitefa.tion
and assonance. When thke initial sound or syllable recurs in

the following word it is taken as alliteration and when the
second or the non initial syllabie recurs in the following word
2

it is taken as assonance. These are different from the s

and third divisions of the echo words because here beo}licoﬁd
words can occur in isolation and each has a sense of its ot :
Here agai-n the combination of two free words is on the bm?.‘
of phOIlG'tiC similarity along with semantic similarity a daSIS
are considered in this study of phonetically motivate{I ;lord:o

j?he fifth chapter gives the words which arc prima
oniom_atopoeia, “From the semantic point of view, a dist'ry
ction has to be made between primary and secondaiy ononlllzlt-
topoeia. Its primary form is the imitation of sound by sound-
-Here the sound is truly an echo to the sense the refere t
itself is an accoustic experience which is more or less c:loscll:i
imitated by the phonstic structure of the word**! - /

tI‘hc sisth chapter stadies the onomatopoeic value of
particular sounds. In afew onomatopoeic words vowels or
consonants alternate with other vowels or consonants without
affecting the onomatopoeic value of the words. It shows
that the same sense is experieaced differently and this
difference yields different phonetic shapes for the same con-
ception or experience. In some other onomatopoeic words
such a change of a vowel ora consonant gives a different

1. Ullmann ¢ ‘An Introduction to the Science of
meaning’ P. 84.
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onomatopoeic value -altegether. This ‘contrast shows that
‘these vowels or consonants have onomatopoeic significance in
‘these words, '

The‘onbmatopoeic words "can be ‘studied from the his-
‘totical poiiit 'of view also ‘which ‘will ‘cover the 1oss “and
.acquisition bf ‘onotatopoeic ‘value by the ‘worlds. 'There'is
also the study of Sotind Symbolism in Tamil. But they have
not been attempted in this study for they will esceed the
Timited scope of this work.



