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Abstract

English is a global language; and is used all over the world. English is a symbol of
people’s aspirations for quality in education and an active participation in National and
International life. The visible impact of the presence of English is that it is being demanded
today by everyone at the very initial stage of schooling. ELT in India is vibrant and dynamic
today. The context of the whole teaching paradigm has its own transition. The article traces the
course of the change, along with the causes and consequences for the course of ELT.
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Introduction

Every educational system has its own objectives which aim at bringing about desirable
changes in pupil. In order to bring about those changes, the institutions arrange learning
experience. The success of learning can be judged only in terms of the changes brought about by
this experience. This is a learning experience and evaluation process. English has become a
global language and teaching it as a foreign or second language in many developing countries
has increasingly become a universal demand. Due to its association with the British colonizer,
English started life in India as not just a foreign language, but as a much-hated language.

English has come a long way, just as the status of the language underwent constant
reinvention; the whole ELT paradigm also travelled the complete gamut of modification. In the
closing years of the Twentieth century English began to emerge as the global language, the
classroom was transformed because of the change in the environment of the learners. Whereas in
the earlier surrounding acquisition had been poor with regard to English, suddenly every
language user seemed to be jumping upon the learn- English- bandwagon. The liberalization of
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the economy ushered in all kinds of reasons to learn the language. While earlier in the century
students who had specialized in English joined either teaching or the civil services, now a whole
new spectrum of job opportunities has opened up. There are now call centres that need trainers to
equip their employees with communication skills, there are multinationals who have been
recruiting marketing staff that needed to be taught spoken English, there are medical
transcription centres which need efficient translators and reporters. Those desirous of
immigration to the west needed professional help for clearing tests like the IELTS. Hence, the
avenues where ELT came to be required all over the world are unlimited today.

Although a foreign language is now as much a regional language as any other language in
most of the developing countries, English has been taught in our schools and colleges for many
decades. It occupies the position of associate official language. It is used widely as a link
language in offices and among the educated people. It is not only a compulsory subject at school,
college and university but is also the medium of instruction to the large extent. It is the language
of science and technology. It occupies the position of a second language in the school curriculum
and for higher education. English language has been assigned the role of library language.
Without exception, every secondary school child begins; to learn English as a subject, usually for
six years but in some cases, only for three years.

This contemporary position of English shows English language teaching occurring at all
levels of Education, mainly as a second language. This brings us to our present topic of interest -
a history of English language teaching. English language teaching as a discipline has come into
its own during the past several decades all over the world; along with it, English language
teaching historiography also has gained prominence. It is now possible to cite a large body of
literature devoted to this area of study. But even though English language teaching has been
going on for many decades, there is no document which contains a comprehensive history of
English language teaching. Now English language teaching has gained the status of a new
discipline and has gained relative importance on our educational programmes. It is felt that a
comprehensive history of English language teaching is needed.

Language Learning

Each language is formatted, and structured differently, and the different structures offer
users different suggestions to meaning. So, when we learn our first language, our brain / mind
‘tunes into’ the way the particular language works, and we learn to pay attention to particular
cues to meaning that are most helpful. When we meet a new language, our brain / mind
automatically tries to apply the first language experience by looking for familiar cues. Part of
learning a foreign language is developing new understandings about the particular cues to
meaning that the new language offers, and that differ from those of our first language. The
transferability of knowledge, skills and strategies across languages depends closely on how the
two written languages work.
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Role of a Language Teacher

Teaching is the end of all learning. A teacher’s primary role is not only to enable the
students to understand what he/she is intending to say or teach. It is also the duty of the teacher
to understand what the student wants and says.

In teaching-learning process, two things play vital roles; one is the delivering capacity of
the teacher and the other one is the receiving capacity of the students. Without the two aspects,
the teaching-learning process will not be a successful one. Teaching-learning process is just like
making sound by clapping. Without two hands, we cannot clap. In the same way without a right
teacher and students, the teaching-learning process is meaningless. Teaching should be worthy of
learning a concept deeply and broadly. Teaching should facilitate the students to face the world,
which is full of political, social, international as well as personal controversies, without fear. It
should give self-confidence to the students. Through effective teaching, the students should be
enabled to go for right choices, judgments and decisions individually.

In the process of teaching learning, the teacher should try to understand the students first.
Only then, he can enable the students to understand him or his teaching. Theory with practice on
some of the teaching topics may enable the students to understand the concept easily. Success of
a teacher in his/her attempt in enabling the students to understand what is the concept taught by
the teacher, depends on the methods he/she applies. The teacher may be good, but the students’
physical problems may lead him to ignore the teaching.

Alternatively, sometimes, the background of family of the students may drive them to be
dull. Hence, the teacher should take into account everything at the school level, the teaching-
learning process is monitored by the teacher by repeated class tests and examinations. Based on
the results (marks scored by the students), different methods are adopted to improve teaching in
case of negative result. At the college levels, the same traditional (Macaulay) method of
examinations is used. The only difference is the volume of syllabus prescribed for the college
students will be more than that at the school level.

Teaching English as a Second Language

A fully English proficient student is able to use English to ask questions, to understand
teachers, and reading materials, to test ideas, and to challenge others in the classroom. Four
language skills contribute to proficiency as follows: Reading - the ability to comprehend and
interpret text at the age and grade appropriate level; Listening - the ability to understand the
language of the teacher and instruction, comprehend and extract information, and follow the
instructional discourse through which teachers provide information; Writing is the ability to
produce written text with content and format fulfilling classroom assignments at the age and
grade-appropriate level; Speaking - the ability to use oral language appropriately and effectively
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in learning activities (such as peer tutoring, collaborative learning activities, and question/answer
sessions) within the classroom and in social interactions within the school. Hence, the teacher
should keep this in mind while teaching English as a second language to the students.

Technical English - Theory

The main objective of this course is to help students to develop listening skills for
academic and professional purposes: a) to help students acquire the ability to speak effectively in
English in real-life situations; b) to inculcate the reading habit and to develop the effective
reading skills in the students; c) to help the students to improve their active and passive
vocabulary in using words; d) to familiarize the students with different rhetorical functions of
scientific English; e) to enable students write letters and reports effectively in formal and
business situations. The lab training is given with the assistance of Networked Computers and
specially designed software.

The objectives of the practical training are given below:

* To equip students of engineering and technology with effective speaking and listening skills in
English

* To help them develop their soft skills and people skills, which will make the transition from
college to workplace smoother and help them excel in their jobs

« To enhance student performance at Placement interviews, Group Discussions and other
recruitment exercises.

The lab practice is divided into two categories as “English Language Lab” where the
listening comprehension, reading comprehension and vocabulary and speaking tests are
conducted, and “Career Lab” where writing tests on Resume/ Report preparation and Letter
writing are conducted. The students are also given training in presentation, Group Discussion
and interview skills. Forty per cent of the total marks (100) in final examinations is given for the
English Language Lab practice and the rest of 60% is given for the Career Lab Practice, for
which the test and evaluation are decided by the examiners during the final examinations.

In our country, based on their background, we have to design the syllabus and adopt
methods to test their English language proficiency. Therefore, it is necessary to go for a detailed
discussion as to whether the existing curriculum is fulfilling the need of the hour and is suitable
for the students in achieving their goals; and also consider whether the present methods for
testing the proficiency of the students are suitable; and opinion and suggestions from the
teaching faculty of the English language departments in technical institutions are to be obtained.
Taking into consideration all the above points and undertaking a detailed analysis, a real solution
may be arrived at for the betterment of the students as well as the society.
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