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Abstract 

 The aim of the paper is to describe some aspects of passivization systems of the Bodo 

language. Bodo belongs to the Tibeto-Burman group of the Sino-Tibetan language family. The 

paper will focus on the morpho-syntactic process of the passivization. Morphologically, Bodo 

has a derivational passive suffix i.e. -za which affixes to the transitive verb stem to form a 

passive verb. In this paper, it will be described on passivization of transitive and ditransitive 

verbs, passivization of negative and interrogative sentences. It will be noticed in this paper the 

direct object and indirect object position of the passivization. 

 

Keywords: Bodo language, passivization, morphological process of passivization. 

 

1. Introduction 

 This paper discusses the passivization system of the Bodo language. It is a Tibeto-

Burman language of the Bodo-Garo subgroup. Like many other Tibeto-Burman languages, 

Bodo has prefixation and suffixation system in the word formation processes. Crystal (2008: 

353) mentioned, “In generative grammar, the transformation of a sentence from its active to its 

passive form is known as passivization.” The passivization system in Bodo language forms by 

suffixation process by adding the derivational suffix -za to the transitive verb. In this paper, I 

will show passivization of transitive verb, ditransitive verb, passivization of negative sentences, 

interrogative sentences, and morphological process of passivization in Bodo language. 

 

1.1. Basic Characters of the Language 

 Bodo has six vowels i.e., i, e, a, o, u, ɯ and sixteen consonants i.e., ph, b, th, d, kh, ց, s, 

z, h, m, n, ƞ, j, ɾ, l, w. It is a tonal language. There are three types of lexical tones found in 

the language i.e., high, low, and level tones (M. K. Brahma, 2014). The basic word order of the 

language is SOV; it is a verb final language. It has three major types of word formation 

processes i.e., affixation, compounding, and reduplication. It has case marking systems; all the 

case markers are suffix forms in the language. Bodo has numeral classifiers systems, and these 

are prefix forms in the language e.g., sa-se mansi ‘one man’, ma-se maozi ‘one cat’ etc. It does 

not have grammatical gender.   

 

2. Data Methodology 
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 The major data of this paper are collected from the native speakers in standard variety 

of the Bodo language during the author’s PhD research from 2010 to 2016, now recently cross 

checked. The data are collected from both male and female informants in different ages. The 

author being a native speaker of the standard variety, it becomes easy to collect data in the 

language.   

 

3.1. Transitive Verb Passivization  

 The passivization of the Bodo language is indicated by the morpheme -za affixed to the 

verb stem. For example- 

 

(1a) Active  

aƞ bi-khɯu ցɯsɯthɯ-jɯ  

 1SG 3SG-ACC love-HAB 

‘I love her’ 

(1b)  Passive 

 bi-jɯ  aƞ-zɯƞ  ցɯsɯthɯ-za-jɯ 

 3SG-NOM 1SG-ASS love-PASS-HAB 

‘She is loved by me/she is being loved by me’ 

 

 In the above sentence examples, (1a) is the active and (1b) is the passive sentence. The 

object in (1a) has become subject in (1b) passive construction by taking -jɯ nominative case 

(subject marker) and the subject in (1a) has become predicate in (1b) by adding -zɯƞ 

(associative case maker). The verb stem in (1a) affixes the -za in (1b) to form passive 

construction in Bodo language. In the passivization system of the language, the direct object 

of the transitive verb becomes subject in the passive construction as shown in the above 

example (1a) and (1b). Sometimes, the agent of the subject is hided in the passive construction 

in Bodo language as shown below in (2b). 

 

(2a) Active 

 aƞ  bi-khɯu bu-dɯƞ 

 1SG  3SG-ACC beat-RLS 

 ‘I beat him’ 

(2b) Passive 

 bi-jɯ  bu-za-dɯƞ 

 3SG-NOM beat-PASS-RLS 

 ‘He is beaten (by someone)’ 

(2c) Passive 

 bi-jɯ  aƞ-zɯƞ bu-za-dɯƞ 

 3SG-NOM 1SG-ASS beat-PASS-RLS 

 ‘He is beaten by me’ 
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 The preverbal noun phrase bi-khɯu ‘him’ in (2a) is the object of the active verb, whereas 

in (2b) in the passive form, by contrast, it occupies initial position and becomes the subject. 

The agent aƞ ‘I’ is omitted in the (2b) passive construction. The example (2c) is also 

grammatically correct in Bodo language but semantically, it is slightly different with (2b). In 

(2c), the agent of the subject is clearly mentioned it and (2b) the agent is not mentioned.     

 

3.2. Ditransitive Verb Passivization 

 In the ditransitive verb passivization, direct object (DO) of the active verb becomes 

subject in passive construction and indirect object of the active verb comes under predicate 

(comes in the verb phrase). Sometimes, the agent of the ditransitive verb and indirect object is 

omitted in passive construction as shown below. 

 

(3a) Active 

bipha-ja  phisazla-nɯ phɯisa-khɯu  hor-bai 

  his father-NOM  son-DAT money-ACC sent-PRF 

 ‘Father sent the money to (his) son’  

(3b) Passive  

phɯisa-ja phisazla-ni-sim hoɾ-za-bai 

  money-NOM son-GEN-ILL  sent-PASS-PRF 

 ‘The money is sent (by father) to (his) son’  

 

(3c) Passive  

phɯisa-ja bipha-zɯƞ-nɯ  hoɾ-za-bai 

  money-NOM his father-ASS-UNP sent-PASS-PRF 

 ‘The money is sent by father (unexpectedly)’ 

(3d) Passive  

phɯisa-ja hoɾ-za-bai 

  money-NOM sent-PASS-PRF 

‘The money is sent (by someone)’ 

 

 The above example (3a) is the active sentence and (3b), (3c) and (3d) are the passive 

sentences. The agent of the ditransitive verb is omitted in the above sentence example (3b) and 

(3d). The indirect object of the ditransitive verb is also dropped in the example (3c) and (3d).  

  

3.3. Passivization in Negative and Interrogative Sentences 

 The passive construction of the negative and interrogative sentences in Bodo language 

is given below. Here also, the direct object of the active verb takes the subject position in the 

passive construction both negative and interrogative sentences as shown (4b) and (4d).   

(4a) Active 

 aƞ  bi-khɯu  sukhu-wa 

 1SG  3SG-ACC  like-NEG 

 ‘I don’t like him’ 
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(4b) Passive 

 bi-jɯ  aƞ-zɯƞ  sukhu-za-ja 

 3SG-NOM 1SG-ASS  like-PASS-NEG 

 ‘She is not liked by me.’ 

(4c) Active 

 nɯƞ  omabedor-khɯu za-ցɯn-nama 

 2SG  pork-ACC  eat-FUT-INTR 

 ‘Will you eat the pork?’ 

(4d) Passive 

 omabedor-a nɯƞ-zɯƞ za-za-ցɯn-nama 

 Pork-NOM 2SG-ASS eat-PASS-FUT-INTR 

 ‘Will the pork be eaten by you?’ 

 

3.4. Morphological Process in Passivization  

 Morphologically, the passivization process of the Bodo language is ‘verb + passive 

suffix = passive verb’ (D. Brahma, 2017). In Bodo, the passive morpheme -za is a derivational 

suffix, which can derive new words in the language.  

 

For example: 

Verb +   Passive Suffix > Passive verb 

(5a) sɯba + za  > sɯba-za 

slap  +  PASS  > ‘to be slapped’   

(5b) zɯ + za  > zɯ-za 

 kick  +   PASS  > ‘to be kicked’  

(5c) bao + za  > bao-za 

 forget +  PASS  > ‘to be forgotten’  

(5d) bu + za  > bu-za 

beat  +  PASS  > ‘to be beaten’ 

(5e) on + za  > on-za 

love  + PASS  > ‘to be loved’  

 

 The above examples (5a) to (5e) passive verbs can derive nouns in Bodo language by 

adding nominalizer suffix -gɾa as shown below.  

 

(6a) sɯba-za + ցɾa > sɯba-za-ցɾa 

to be slapped +  NZR > ‘the one who is slapped (by someone)’   

(6b) zɯ-za  + ցɾa > zɯ-za-ցɾa 

 to be kicked +   NZR > ‘the one who is kicked (by someone)’ 

(6c) bao-za  + ցɾa > bao-za-ցɾa 

 to be forgotten +  NZR > ‘the one who is forgotten (by someone)’  

(6d) bu-za  + ցɾa > bu-za-ցɾa 

to be beaten +  NZR > ‘the one who is beaten (by someone)’ 
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(6e) on-za  + ցɾa > on-za-ցɾa 

to be loved + NZR > ‘the one who get loved (by someone)’ 

 

4. Conclusion 

 This paper looked at the passivization system of the Bodo language. A passive sentence 

derives from the active sentence by adding derivational suffix -za to the transitive verb stem in 

Bodo. Here, it is shown that passivization of transitive verbs, passivization of ditransitive verbs, 

passivization of negative sentences, passivization of interrogative sentences and morphological 

process of passivization. The direct object of the transitive verb becomes the subject in the 

passive construction (see example (1a) and (1b)). Sometimes, the agent of the subject can be 

hided in the passive construction of Bodo language (see example in (2b)). In ditransitive verb 

passivization, the direct object of the active verb becomes subject in passive construction and 

the indirect object comes under the predicate (verb phrase). Here also sometimes, the agent of 

the ditransitive verb and indirect object can omit in passive construction (see examples (3b), 

(3c) and (3d). The word order of the passive sentence in Bodo is also following the verb final 

types of word order. It is proof that morphologically passivization is a derivational character in 

Bodo language (see examples (5a), (5b), (6a) and (6b).  

================================================================== 

Abbreviations 

1SG  1st Person Singular   2SG  2nd Person Singular 

3SG  3rd
 Person Singular   ACC  Accusative  

ASS   Associative     DAT   Dative  

FUT  Future      GEN  Genitive  

HAB  Habitual     ILL  Illative  

INTR  Interrogative     NEG  Negative 

NOM  Nominative     NZR  Nominalizar 

PASS  Passive/ Passive suffix  PRF  Perfect  

RLS  Realis     UNP  Unexpected marker  

 

 

 

================================================================== 

References 

 

Abbi, Anvita. Reduplication in South Asian Languages: An Areal, Typological and Historical 

  Study. New Delhi: Allied Publishers, 1991. 

Adams, Valerie. An Introduction to Modern English Word-Formation. Longman Group Ltd., 

  London, 1973. 

Aronoff, Mark. Word Formation in Generative Grammar. Cambridge: MIT Press, Reprinted 

  1985.   

Baishya, Ajit. Kumar. “Word Formation in Dimasa”. International Journal of Dravidian  

  Linguistics, Vol. 37, No. 1. 2008. 

http://www.languageinindia.com/


================================================================== 

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 22:4 April 2022 

Dr. Daimalu Brahma, M.A., Ph.D. 

Some Aspects of Passivization in Bodo Language 34 

Baishya, Ajit. Kumar. & Laheram Muchahary. “Word Formation Processes in Tiwa”.  

International Journal of Dravidian Linguistics, Vol. 44, No. 2, 2015. 

Baker, Mark C. Lexical Categories Verb, Nouns, and Adjectives. Cambridge  

University Press, 2004. 

Baro, Madhu Ram. Structure of Boro Language. Guwahati: N. L. Publication, 1990. 

Basumatary, Phukan. An Introduction to the Boro Language. New Delhi: Mittal  

Publications, 2005. 

Bauer, L. English Word Formation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983.   

Beck, David. Transitivity and causation in Lushootseed Morphology. Canadian  

Journal of Linguistics 41, No. 2, 1996. 

Benedict, Paul K. Sino-Tibetan. A Conspectus. Contributor editor, James A.  

Matisoff, Cambridge University Press, New York, 1972. 

Bhattacharya, P. C. A Descriptive Analysis of the Boro Language. Guwahati:  

Gauhati University, Reprinted 2007.  

Bliss, Heather, and Dennis Ryan Storoshenko. "Passivization and A’-movement in  

  Shona." Proceedings of the 2008 Annual Conference of the Canadian  

  Linguistics Association. 2008. 

Brahma, Aleendra. Modern Bodo Grammar. N.L. Publications, Panbazar  

Guwahati, 2013. 

Brahma, Daimalu. Word Formation Processes in Bodo: Affixation. Purbayon Publications, 

  Guwahati, 2017. 

Brahma, Mihir Kumar. The structure of southern dialect of Bodo. Unpublished PhD Thesis,  

  Assam University, Silchar, 2016. 

Burling, Robbins. A Garo Grammar. Pune, Deccan Collage, 1961. 

Chainary, Swarna Prabha. Boro Raokhanthi, Guwahati: Gumur, Publication, (2nd ed.) 2008. 

Crystal, David. A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics. Blackwell Publishers, (six edition) 

  2008.  

Grierson, G.A. Linguistics Survey of India. Vol.-III, Part-II, Delhi: D.K.  

Publishers Distributors P. Ltd, 1903. 

Haokip, Pauthang. “Word Formation in Thadou”. Himalayan Linguistics. Vol. 11(2), 2014. 

Hoshi, Hiroto. "Theta-role assignment, passivization, and excorporation." Journal of East 

  Asian Linguistics 3.2 (1994): 147-178. 

Katamba, Francis. Morphology. Houndsmill: The Macmillian Press, 1993. 

Kawasha, Boniface. "Passivization in Lunda." (2007): 37-56. 

Kothari, C. R. Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques. New Age  

International (p) Ltd. New Delhi-2, 2008. 

Matthews, P. H. Morphology: An Introduction to the Theory of Word- 

Structure. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1974. 

Narzary, Mintu. Standard Anglo Bodo Dictionary. Guwahati: Nilima  

Prakashani, 2005. 

Neshcheret, Nataliia. Passive Construction with Intransitiive Verbs: Typology and  

  Distribution. Diss. MA Thesis. Kiel: University of Kiel, 2016. 

http://www.languageinindia.com/


================================================================== 

Language in India www.languageinindia.com ISSN 1930-2940 22:4 April 2022 

Dr. Daimalu Brahma, M.A., Ph.D. 

Some Aspects of Passivization in Bodo Language 35 

Plag, Ingo. Word Formation in English. Cambridge University Press, 2003. 

Shopen, Timothy. Language Typology and Syntactic Description.Vol. I:  

Clause Structure. Cambridge University Press, . (2nd Ed.) 2007. 

...................... Language Typology and Syntactic Description. Vol. II, Cambridge University 

  Press, (2nd Ed. Reprinted) 2008. 

...................... Language Typology and Syntactic Description, Vol. III. Cambridge University 

  Press, (2nd Ed. Reprinted) 2008. 

Sigurðsson, Einar Freyr, Milena Sereikaite, and Marcel Pitteroff. "The structural nature of 

  non-structural case: On passivization and case in Lithuanian." Proceedings of 

  the Linguistic Society of America 3.1 (2018): 31-1. 

Stekauer, P., S. Valera & L. Kortvelyessy. Word- Formation in the World’s  

Languages: A Typological Survey. Cambridge University Press, 2012. 

Tallerman, Maggie. Understanding Syntax. Arnold Publisher, London, 1998. 

Thakur, D. Linguistics Simplified: Morphology. New Delhi: Bharati Bhawan, (Reprinted) 

  2006. 

================================================================== 

 
Dr. Daimalu Brahma, M.A., Ph.D. 

Barama College, Barama 

Baksa 781346, Assam 

dbrahma85@gmail.com  

 

 

http://www.languageinindia.com/
mailto:dbrahma85@gmail.com

